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To Lord 



My Lord, 

TH E turn which your lordfliip gave to thcr 
converfation of laft night, having laid me 
under the. neceflity-of vindicating the ftep I have 
late Fy taken in pubH (hi ng Memoirs of my life, I 
think I have a right to demand your opinion of 
the motives which I then' explamed ; and this I 
alk by way of appeal to^your judgment, from the 
fentimentfi of thofe who might |>erhaps think my 
inducements were weak or frivolous. For, tho* 
no perfon in the company attempted to invalidate 
ttie arguments I advanced, I could perceive that 
one gentleman was not altogether convinced of 
the re6litude of that meafure : you may rememi- 
ber he dropped feveral difTenting^ hints, couched 
in the modeft expreflions of$ with fuhfnijion to 

your ladyjhip^s better judgment But to he fur ^^ 

you would not have taken fu€h a Jiep without firft 

weighing the eonfeq^uences Tour provocations 

were certainly very greats although the world is apt 

to put the worjl conJlruSiions upon every thing 

And orfier fiich prudential infmuations that are 
often more difconcerting than th© difjplayed ob- 
jeftions of a declared antagonift*; becaufe they 
feem to iniportfomething of great weight, which 
perfonal refpeft endeavours to fuppreis, Thefe 
fententious fragments made fuch imprcfTion upon 
my mind,- tliat I have been all night Ioa^iaSVwv^^ 
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my recolle6lion, in order to difcovcr the weak 
fide of my defence ; but, as one always fees thro* 
the mift of partiality in one's own cdftcems, I 
muft have recourfe to your difcemment, and 
ferioufly infift upon knowing how far you approve 
the ju^catioa of. 



N 



My Lord, 

your lordfliip's 

moft obedient fervant* 



ANSWER. 



Madam, 



I Cannot help obferving that the ferious man>* 
ner in which you afk my o|Hnion of the mo- 
tives, which induced you to pubUOi your Memoirs, 
is exa<^Iy of a piece with the condu£l of thofe 
who confult their friends, for a{^robation rather 
than advice, and by a difappointment in their 
expe&ations of applaufe, are more than ever wed- 
ded to their own inventions. Mow would your 
ladyfliip look, fhould I now, in confequence of 
your demand, afTume the air of a fevere moralifer, 
and tell you, that the flep you have taken, was 
altogether precipitate and mexcufable, that you 
have unneceffarily avowed your own indifcretion, 
incurred the refentment of individuals, and at- 
traded the reproaches of a cenforious world ; and 
that over and above tbefe difadvantages you have 
fubjefled yourfelf for ever to a life of domeftic 



( vu ) 

difquiet, by incenfing the tyrant of whom voir 
complain^ beyond a poilibility of for^ivenefs or 
reconciliaticm ? Would not all the reientment of 
a di(appointed aqthor take pofleflion of your 
ladyihip ; overcaft that cbeerfulnefs of counten- 
ance with a fullen frown, and lighten from thefe 
fair eyes in gleams of difpleafure? No, you would 
be more furpri^ed than oflended. at my obferva- 
tions. . You would believe you had been all alcmg 
deceived in your opinion of my delicacy and un- 
derfianding : you would be mortified at the dif- 
covery of your own miilake, and look upon me 
with compaflion, as one of thofe tame, timid ra- 
tionalifb, who being naturally phle«natic and 
fearful, are utter Grangers to the refined fenfa- 
tions of the human heart, incapable of doing* 
juftice to thofe melting tendernefles which they 
never felt, and too irrefolute to withfiand thie 
torrent of ignorant, malicious, or wrong-he2(4ed 
clamour, when it afieds a charaiSer m which 
their friendfhip ought to be interefled. Your 
fentiments, I own, would in that cafe be juft^ 
excepting that I fliould engage your ladyfhip's 

C'ty, in deferving your contempt, and inftead of 
ting defpifed as a cold friend, be ftill regarded 
by you, as a weak and timorous well-wiiher* 
If your charadler fuffered cruelly from mifrepie- 
fentations ; if your foibles were magnified and 
multiplied with all the aggravations of envy and 
fidion ; if the qualities of your heart were de- 
cried or traduced, and even your underftanding 
called in queftion ; I agree with your ladyihip^ 
^t it was not only exculable, but highly necef- 
lary to publiOi a detail of your condud, which 
would acquit you of all or moft of thofe fcanda- 
4 \«v>.\ 
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Ibus imputations. This tafk you have (in my 
©pinion) performed, to the fatisfadion of all the 
intelligent and unprejudiced part of mankind. 
He muft be very deficient in candour ^nd feeling, 
who, in reading your memoirs, is not interefted 
in your favour ; who does not efpoufe the caufe 
of beauty, innocence, and love ; who does not 
fee that as you once were, you would ftill have 
continued to be the pattern of conjugal faith and 
felicity; had not the crofs accidents of fortune 
forced you from the natural bias of your difpo- 
fition : who does not excufe the tendernefs, which 
youth and fenfibility, fo circumftanced, could not 
poffibly refift ; and who does not freely forgive 
the fault, when he confiders the particulars of 
the temptation? He muft be void of all tafte and 
refledion, who does not admire your fpirit, ele- 
gance, and fenfe ; and dead to all the finer mover- 
ments of the foul, if he is not agitated, thrilled 
and tranfported with the pathetic circumftances 
of your ftory. Some people who are your lady- 
fliip*s friends, and highly entertained with the 
performance, have wilhed you had fpared your- 
felf fome unnecelfary confeflions which they 
thought could ferve no end, but that of affording 
a handle to your enemies^ for cenfure and defa- 
mation : I myfelf, I own, was of the fame opi- 
nion, until you convinced me that in fuppreffing, 
ene circumftance which might be afterwards dis- 
covered, your fincerity through the whole piece 
would have been caUed^in queftion. And what 
have you avowed, that your moft malicious foes 
dare bhme, except your difregard of an unnatural 
contract, which (tho* authonfed by the laws, of 
yourcountry ) was impofed upon your neceffity, 
7 youths 
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jouAf and inexperience? Nor was this conduft 
the reiult of vicious levity and intemperance : yoin 
had already given undeniable proofs of your con* 
&ncy and conjugal virtue, to the firft lord of 
your ailedions, who was the choice of your love^ 
auid to whom your heart was unalterably wedded. 
Your natural lenftbility had been, by his extraor- 
dinary care, tendemefs, and attention, cherifhed 
and improved to fuch a degree of delicacy, a* 
could not pof&bly relifli the attachment of the 
common run of hufbands. No wonder then that 
you was uneafy under a fecond engagement fa 
much unlike the firft ; that every circumftance of 
Ae coBtraft appeared to you in the taofi aggra- 
vating light, and made a fuitable impreffion upon 
your iroafiination ; and that you was not inlen*^ 
flble to thofc^ attradlions, wlnich had formerly 
captivated your heart, nor able to refift the flat* 
tering infinuations, incrediUe aifiduity, and fur- 
prifing perfeverance of an' artful lover. And 
fiue he could not have chofen a more favourablo^ 
opportunity to prefer his addrefles : your paffiont^ 
were unufually intendered by grief ; you was dif- 
fetisfied with your domeftic utuatioa ; you wa* 
iblitary for want of that intimate connexion in 
which you had been fo happy before, and your 
breaft glowed with the moit pathetic fufceptibi* 
)ityy while you was yet a firanger to the infidiou* 
wiles of man. In fuch diftreu the mind longs 
for fympathy and confolation ; it feeks to repofe 
itfelf upon tne tender friendfliip of fome kind part- 
ner, that will ibare and alleviate its forrows : 
fach a comforter appeared in th6 accompliflied 
youth: your judgment was,plcafed with his qua- 
lifications : his d^eanour acquired your efteem ;. 
V your 
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CHAP. LXXIII. 

Peregrhic arrives at thegarrifin^ where he receives , 
the Iqft admeniiims tfCemmodore Trunnion, wha 
next day rejigns bis breathy and is buried aceerd^^ 
ing to his own direSiions. Some gentbmen in the 
country make a fruitlefs attempt to aceommodati 
matters betwixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickle and bis 
eldejifon. 

ABOUT four o'clock In the morning 
our hero arrived at the garrifon, where 
he found his generous uncle in extre* 
mity, fupported in bed by Julia on one fide, 
and LieuteQant Hatchway on the other, while 
Mr. Jolter adminiftered fpiritual coutoWvoxv 
VoL.JJI. B v^ 



2 Itbe AD^E!>TXriRES^ 

to his foul, and between whiles comforted McS-- 
Trunnion, who, with her maid, fat by the 
fife, weeping witt?^]piK'de(5^rum; the pKyficu^ 
having juft taken his laft fee, and retired, after 
pronouncing the fatal prp^noftic, in which he 
\jmxioufly vyjQied he mig^t »ot be miftaken. 

ThojugK- the xomrnodore's fpeech was mter- 
l.vrupted by a violent hiccup, he-ftill ipetained the 
. ufe ofBls fi^es ; Ind when Feregline;^f^Bp^he^, 
V ft retched out fiismnd' with manifeft TignVif &-" 
. tisfaftion. The young gentleman,, whofe heart 
overflowed with- gratitude and affeftion, coiild 
..not behold fuch a fpedtacle unmoved. ».: He en- 
deavoured to conceal his tepdernefs, , which, in 
- the wildnefs of his youth, ^id in tlie pride of his 
difpofition, be .confidered as a detogatioft^-froih 
his manhood ; but, in Ipite of all life endeavoui::^, 
, the tqars gufli^d from his^eyes, while he kifTeid 
the old man's hand ; ^^nd he was fo utterly dif- 
concerted by his grief, that when he attempted 
-to fpeak, his. tongue denied its dffiice : fa that the 
. commodore, perceiving his diforder, made a lail 
^effort of ftrength,.Jind confoled him in thefe 
..words : **^Svs^b the fpray from your bowfprit, 
my good lad,. and coil up ydur fpirits. You maft 
not let the^ toplifts of your heart give way, be- 
caufe you fee me ready to go down at thefe years ; 
, many a, better naian has foundere?d before he has 
made half my way ; thof I truft, by the mercy 
^ of God, I Ihall be fure in port in a very few 
. ^aiTes, and faft moored in a moft blefl^d ridixig : 
lor my good friend Jolter hath overh^hled the 
Journal of my fins ; and by the obfervation he 
hath taken of the ftate of my foul, I hope I Ihall 
^ happily conclude my voyage, and be brought up 
in the latitude of heaven. Here has been a 
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io^r that wanted to flow mef^ock*fidI of phy<* 
iick; but when a- man's hour m come, what fig-; 
lufies liis taking liis departure Witli a *poithecary's 
ftiop in his hold ? Thofe fellows come along^ 
iide of dying men^ like the meflengers of the ad- 
miralty with failing orders : but, I told him as 
how I couid flip my cable without his direflion 
orafliftance, and fo he hawkd off in dudgeon. 
This curfed hiccup makes fuchva rippling in the 
current of my fpeech, that mayhap you don't 
underftand what 1 fay. Now, while the fucker 
of my wind-pump will go, I would willingly 
mention a few things, which I hope you will fct 
down in the log-book of your remembrance, 
when I am iliff, d'ye fee. There's your aunt 
fitting whimpering by the fire, I defire you will 
keep her tight, warm, and eafy in her old age ; 
Ihe's an honeft heart in her own way ; and tliof 
fhe goes a little crank and humourfome, by be- 
ing often over-ftowed with Nantz and religion, 
'file has been a faithful fhipmate to me, and I diU'c 
fay never turned in with another man, fince we 
firft embarked i» the fame bottom. Jack Hatch- 
way, you know the trim of her as well as e'er a 
man in England, and I believe (he has a kind- 
iiefs for you ; whereby, if you two will grapple 
ill the way of matrimony, wlicxi I am gone, I do 
fuppofe, th^.t my godfon, for love cJ me, will 
allow you to live in the garrifon all the days of 
your life." 

Peregrine affuped him, he would with pleafurc 
comply with any requeft he fhould make, in be- 
half of two perfons whom he efieemed fo much. 
The lieutenant, with a waggifh fneer, which 
«ven the gravity, of the fituation could not pre- 
venty thamked them both for theii gpoA-vjiW^ 
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telling the ccMnmodore, he was obUged to him for 
his fTiendfbipi in ieeking ta promote him to the 
command ot a ve£kl which he himfelf had wore 
cnit in the fervice : that notwithllanding, he 
(hould be content to take charge of her, though 
he could not help being thy of coming after fuch 
an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhaufted as he was, fmiled at this 
fally, and, after fome paufc, refumed his admo- 
nit ions in this manner : ** I need not talk of 
Pipes, becaufe I know you'll do for him, with- 
out my recommendation ; the fellow has failed 
with me in 'many a hard gale, and 1*11 warrant 
him as flout a feaman as ever fet face to the wea- 
ther : but I hope you'll take care of the reft 
of my crew, and not difrate them after I am 
dead, in favour of new followers. As for that 
young woman Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm in- 
formed as how fhe is an excellent wench, and 
has a refpeft for you ; whereby, if you run her 
on board in an imlawful way, I leave my curk 
upon you, and truft you will never profper in 
the voyage of life : but I believe you are more 
of an honeft man, than to behave fo much like a 
pirate. I beg of ail love, you wool take care of 
your conftittttion, and beware of running foul of 
harlots, who are no better than fo many mer^- 
maids, that fit upon rocks in the fea, and hang 
out a fair face for the deilru&ion of pafiengers ; 
thof I muft fay, for my own part, I never met 
with any of thpfe fweet fingers, and yet I have 
gone to fea for the {pace of thirty yearsr. But 
howfomever, fleer your courfe clear of all fuch 
brimftohe bitches ; (hun going to law as you 
would fliun the devil, and Took upon all attomies 
at devouring ibarks, or ravenous fiih of prey. 

As 
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As foon as the breath is out of my bodyr, let xiu-> ' 
nute guns be fired, till I aoi fafe under ground* 
I would alfo be buried in the red jacket I had 
on, when I boarded and took the Renumn^ 
Let my pillols, cutlafs, and pocket-compaisg be 
laid in the coffin along with me* Let me be , 
carried to the grave by my own men, ringed in 
the l)lack caps and white (hirts which my barge's 
crew were wont to wear ; and they muil keep 
a good look oiit, that none of your pilfering rau- 
callions may come and heave me up again, for 
the lucre of what they can get, until the carcafe 
is belayed by a tomb-fione. As for the. motto, 
or what you call it, I leave that to you and Mr. 
Jolter, who are fcholars ; but I do deflre, that 
it may not be ingraved in the Greek or Latin lin- 
gos, and much lefs in the Frcndi, which I abo- 
minate, but in plain £ngli(h, that when tlic angel 
comes to pipe all hands^ at the great day, he may 
know that I am a Britifh man, and fpeak to me 
in my mother tongue. And now I have no more 
to fay, but God in heaven have raercv upon my 
foul, and fend you all fair weather, wliercioever 
you are bound.'* So faying, he regarded every 
mdividuat around bim with a look oi coni{)l<'- 
cency, and clofmg his eye, compofed himiclt to 
reft, while tl)e whoks audience (Pipes himielt'not 
excepttrd) were melted with forrow ^ and Mrs. 
Trunnion confented to quit tlte room, that ihe 
might not be expofed to the unfpeakable anguiih 
of (being him expire. 

His laft moments, however, were not fo near 
as they imagined ; he be^m to dofe, and enjoyed 
imall intervals of eafe, till next day in the after- 
noon ; during which remiflions, he was heard to 
pour forth many pious ejaculations, expreffing his 
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hope, that, for all the heavy cargo of his fins, he 
ftould be able to furmount the puttock-fhrouds of 
idefpfur,' and get aloft to the crofs-trees of God's 
good favour. At laft, his' voice funk fo low, as 
not to be diftinguiflied , and having lain about an 
hour^ aimoft without any perceptible figns of life,, 
he gave up the ghoft, with a groan which an- 
nounced his deceafe. 

Julia was no fooner certified of tliis melan-^ 
choly event, than flie ran to her aun^'s chamber,^. 
weqping aloud ; and immediately a very decent 
concert was performed by the good widow zndl 
•her attendants. Peregrine ami Hatchway re- 
tired till the corpfe fhouldbe laid out; and Pipes- 
hsfving furveyed the body, with a face of rueful 
attention,* " Well fare thy foul ! old Hawfer 
Trunnion (faid he) : man and boy I have known: 
thee thefe five and thirty years, and fure a truer 
heart never broke bifcuit. Many a hard gale haft 
thou weathered : but now thy fpells are all over, 
and thy hull fairly laid up. A better commander^ 
I'd never defire to ferve ; and who knows but I, 
may help to fet up thy ftanding rigging in another 
world?" 

All the feivants of the houfeWere affefled with 
the lofs of their old matter, and the poor people 
in the neighbourhood afTembled at the gate, and, 
by repeated bowlings, exprefled their forrow for 
the death of their charitable benefedor. Pere- 
grine, though he felt every thing which love and- 
Srratitude could infpire on this occafion, was not 
o much overwhelmed with affli6lion, as to be in- 
capable of taking the management of the family . 
into his own hands. He gave direftions about 
the funeral with great discretion, after having 
paid the compliments of condolance to his aunt, 
' , V. whom 
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whom he confokd with the aflufance of his m- 
Tiolable'efte^fn flfnd^fibdion. 'He ordered a fuit 
of moiimtng ft> be*iade for^ every peijbn in the 
garrifon, and htvitifig all the neighbouring gentle- 
men to the buftal^ nc^ e\«en excepting his father 
and brother Gain, who did not however, honour 
the cerenlony with their jprdence ; nor was his 
mother humane enough to vifit her fiiler^n-law 
in her ^ftrefs. - «. . 

In the method of intcrnientl, the coramodore^s 
injunSions were obet^fed to a tittle; and at the 
'fame time our hero made a donation of fiity 
pounds to the poor ot the parifh, as a benefaction 
which his imcle had forgot to bequeath. 
' Having peiifo¥med ' thefe obCequies with the 
moft pious puiiQuality, he examined the will, to 
which there was no addition fmce it had been firft 
e^tecuted, adjufted the payment of ail the legacies, 
and being fok executor, took sm account of tlie 
eftate to which he had fuccceded, and which, 
after all dedudions, amounted to thirty thoufand 
pounds-. 'The^ofleflipn of Itich a fortune, of which 
he was abfolute ma&e^ did not at all contribute 
to the humiliation of his fpirit, but infpired him 
%ith new ideas of grandeur and magnificence, 
and elevated his hope to the higheft pmnacle of 
expeSation. 

His domeftic affairs being fettled, he was vi- 
fited by aljnoil all the gentlemen of the country, 
who cstm'e to pay their compKments of congratu- 
lation, on his aoceflion to the eftate ; and fome of 
them offered their good offices towiurds a recon- 
ciliation betwixt his father and him, induced by 
the general deteftation which was entertained for 
his brother Gam, who was by this time looked 
upori by his neighbours as a' prodigy of infolence 

B 4 ^tA 
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and malice. Our young fquire thanked them 
for their kind ipxoipofsij which he accepted ; and 
old Gaipalxel, at their intreaties feemed very 
well difpofed to an accommodation : but, as 1^ 
would not venture to declare himfelf, before he 
had confulted his wife, h» favourable diipofition 
was rendered altogether ineffedlual, by tl^ infli- 
gations of that implacable wcHnan ; and our hero 
refigned all expe Aation of being reunited to his 
lather's houfe. His brother, as ufual, took all 
opportunities of injuring Ihs chara6^er, by falfe 
afperfions and fiories mifreprefented, in onier to 
prejudice his reputation: nor was his fifter JuUa 
fuffered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had 
he undergone I'uch perfecution from an alien to 
his blood, the world would have heard of his 
revenge ; but, notwithftanding his indignation, 
be was too much tinftured by the prejudices pf 
confanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment againfl 
the fon of his own parents ; and this confidera- 
tion abridged the term of his refidence at the 
garrifoh, where he had propofed to ftay for fome 
months. 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

The young gentleman having fettled his domejiie af- 
fairsy arrives in London, and Jits up a gay 
equipage. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced 
to her uncle. 

HI S aunf, at the earneft folicitations of Julia 
and her hufband, took up her quarters at 
the houfe of that afiedionate kinfwoman, who 

' " made 
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made k lier chief ftudy to comfort and cherifli 
the difcoafolate widow ; and Jolcer> in expedi- 
tion of«the living, which was not yet vacant^ 
remained in garri^n^ in quality of land-fieward 
upon our hero's countfy eftate. As for the lieu- 
tenant, our young gentleman communed with 
him in a ferious manner, thoiot the commodore's 
propofal4>f taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife ; and 
Jack, being quite tired of the foiitary -fituation 
of a batcheKM*, which nothing bu^ the company 
of his old commander could have enabled him to 
ibpport fo long, far from difcovering averfion to 
die match, obferved with an arch unile, that it 
was not the firft time he had commanded a veilel 
in the abfence of Captain Trunnion ; and there- 
fore, if the widow was willing, he would chear- 
fvUy (land by her helm, an^ as he hoped the 
duty would not be of long continuance, do his 
endeavour to fleer her fafe into the port, where 
^ commodore might come on board, and take 
charge of her again* 

la con(equence of this declaration, it was de- 
termined that Mr. Hatchway (hould make his 
addrefles to Mrs. Trunnion, as foon as decency 
wc»jdd permit her to receive them ; and Mr. Clo- 
ver ana liis wife proraifed to exert their influence 
io his behalf. Mean while. Jack was defired to 
Uve at the caftle as ufual, and affurcd, that it 
fliould be put wholly in his pofleflion, as foon as 
he fliould be able to accomplifli this matrimonial 
Icheme. 

When Peregrine had fettled all thefe points to 
his own fatisfa£tion, he took l6ave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purchafed 
a new chariot and horfes, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings 
V B 5 VOL 
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in Pall-mall) and ma4e a moft remarkable ap- 
pearance among the people of fafhion. It wa^ 
.owing to thU equipage, and the gaiety of his per- 
fonal deportment, that common fame, which is 
-always a common liar, reprefented him as a young 
gentleman who had jufl fucceeded to an eftate of 
five thouland pounds per annuniy by jthe death of 
an uncle; that he was intitled to an equal fortune 
at the deceafifc of liis own father, exclufive of 
two confidej'able jointures, which would devolve 
4ipon him, at the demife of his n^other and aun^ 
This report (falfe and ridiculous as it was) Jhe 
could not find in his heart to contradict ; not but 
-that he was forry to find himfelf fo uiifrcpre- 
Jented: but his vanity would not allow him tp 
take any flep that, might diminiih his importance 
in th« opinion of thofe who. courted his ac- 
quaintance, on the fuppofition that liis circunCir 
ftances were adlually as affluent as they were faid 
to be. Nay, fo much was he infatuated by this 
weaknefs, that he refolvcd to encourage the. de- 
ception, by living up to the report: and accord- 
ingly engaged in the moll expenfive parties xrf 
pleafure ; believing, that, before his prefent finan^ 
ces (hould be exhaufted, ixis fortune would be 
eifeilually made, by the perfonal accomplifh- 
ments he fhould have occafion to difplay to the 
beau monde, in the courfe of his extravagance. 
In a word, vanity and pride were the rulingibibles 
of our adventurer, who imagined, himfelf fuffi>- 
ciently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various 
fhapes, long before he could have any idea of 
want or difficulty. He thought he fhould have 
it in his power, at any time, to make prize of a 
rich heirefs, or opulent widow ; his ambition had 
already afpiied to the heart of a young handfomo 

ducheft 
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duchefii dowagm^ to wkdTe acquaintance be hid 
found means to be introduced : or, (hould jnatii- 
4non)r chance to be utHuitable to his inclinations, 
he never doubted, that by the intereft he nnght 
acqteiife among the noUlity, he (hould be favoured 
-with :fonie lucrative poft, that wovld amply rtr- 
com^nfe him fl)r the liberality of (fais difpofition* 
There art manyiyoung men who -entertain tlie 
v^Talfie expec^tions/ witli half the reafoh he had to 
4i© fa prrfumpajfous. 

• In the'midft of thefe chimerical calcniationi, 
his paflion for Emilia did not fnbfide ; but, on 
the contrary', b^gan to rage to fuch an inflam- 
-mation i of Jdefirey that her idea interfered with 
^^n^ryolfier reflection, and abfolutely difabled him 
irmn jirdfecuting the other lofty fchemes M^iicfa 
his^imagination hsld projected. He therefore laid 
^own the honeft refolution of vifiring her ih all 
the fplendor of his fituation, in order to pra^iHe 
upon her virtue with all his art and addrefs, to 
1^^ utm&ft extent of his influence and fortune. 
Nay; fo effisduartly had his guilty paflion abforb'd 
4iis pHlicipks of hpnotir, confcience, humanity, 
and regard for the commodore's lall words^ that 
^hewas bafe' enough tf> rejoice at the abfence of 
'hi* friend Godfrey,^ who being then with his regi- 
fiieRt in Ireland, could not dive into his pur- 
ple, '^^I^Tr^take tneafures for frufirating his vicious 

1^ t Fraa^bt (witk tliefe heroic (entim^nts, he de- 
'teArinddito fet out for Suflex in his chariot and 
ffh^,^ attended by his valet^de-chambre'^and two 
footmen ; and as he was now fenfiUe, that in his 

• hft eflhy he had mi (taken his cue,' he determined 

* to change his battery, and fap tbe^fortrefs, by 
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^ moft fubmiffive, foft, and infinwctrng beh|H 
vioun 

Oa the evening that preceded this purpofed 
expedition, he went into one of the boxes at the 
play-houfe, as ufual, to ihew him&lf to the la- 
dies ; ami in reconnoitring the company through 
a glafs (for no other redbn^ but becauie it was 
faSiionable to be purfo^d), perceived his miftre& 
very plainly dreibd> in one of the feats above the 
ftage, talking to another young woman of a veiy 
hdmely af^arance. Though his heart beat the 
alarm virith the utmoft impatience at fight of his 
^mlia, he was for fome minutes deterred from 
obeyii^he impiUe of his love, by the prefenoe 
of fame ladies df iafliion, who, he fear^ wotdd 
think the worfe of him, (hould they fee him 
nake has compliment in public to a perfon of 
Jher figure. Nor wouki the violence of his ineq- 
uation have fb far pre^^dkd over his pride, as to 
lead him thither, had not he recolleded, that l^is 
qtudi^ frknds would k>ok tqpon her as fome han^ 
feme Abiga^, with whom he had an a&ir of gal- 
lantry, and of confequei^ce give ham credit bx 
the intrigue* 

Encouraged by ^lis fuggaftion, he complied 
with the &dates of love, surd flew to the ^aoe 
where his charmer fat. His air and drefs mem 
fo remark^le, that it viras almoft impoflibie be 
Jhould have efcaped the eyes of a curious oh- 
lerver, efpecially as he had chofen a tune for 
coming in, when his entrance coidd not lifl to 
attraA the notice of the feedators ; I mean^ when 
the whole houfe was humed in attention to the 
pcHbnusiiGe^ o»' At^ ^g^* Emilia, therefoiey 
perceived 4ii]ii at his firn af^roach ; ihe foimd 
herlelf tlUcovcied by the j3mdaf>n of Us £^a<t» 

andl 
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and^udBi^his intc^tioa by his abrupt retreat 
from the box^ fiunmoQed all her fortitude to her 
aid, and prepared &>r his reception. He advanced 
to her wkhan air of eagemeis and joy^ tempered 
with modefty and re^p^, and expre&d his t^ 
tisfaAion at feeing.ber, with a (eeming reverence 
of r^ard. Tbo' (he was extremely weU jpkafed 
at this unenpeided behacviour, ihe {uffrtdcd the 
emotions of her fieart» and an&rered his conmlt- 
ments with affsded eafe and unconcern^ fuch as 
tnight denote the good humour o{ a perfon wb# 
meets by accident with an indifiercnt acquaint^ 
ance. After having certified himfidf of her owa 
good faeakb, be very kindly enquired about her 
mother and Mift Sc^y, gave her t& undcrflaild» 
that he had lately been favoured with a letter 
from Godfrey, that he had adudly ibicnded fo 
iet out next morning on a vifit to Mrs>GauntIef» 
which (now that he was fo happy as to meet with 
Jier) be would poftpooe, until he (houid have 
the pleafure of attending her to the coontry. 
After having thanked him for his polite inim* 
don, (he told him, that her mother was ci^ 
peAed in town in a few days, and that the her* 
U£ had come to London Ibme weeks ago, to 
give hor attendance upon her aunt^ who had 
beett daofeeroufly ill, but was now pretty well 
itcovefef 

Although the converiatipn of courfe turned 
mpotk general topics^ during the enttrtainment 
he took all opportunities of being particular widi 
has eyeSf through which he conve)xd a thoubiid 
tender psoteftatiOAs. She law, aiMi inwardly ro- 
joked at the humility of his looks ; but» £ir from 
lewarding it with one approving glance, ihe in- 
avoided this ocular mtercourfe, and 
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rather coquetted with a young gendettian ihtt 
jogled her from the oppofite box. Peregrme's 
-penetration cafily detected her fentiments, and 

* he. was nettled at her diflimmlation, which ferved 
to confirm him in his unwarrantable defigns 
4ipon her perfon. * He perfified in his affiduities 
with indefatigable perfeverance : when ^the pky 
was>^concluded, handed her and her companion 
iato at hackney*c0ach^ and with drffic^lty was 

^permitted to efcort them to the houfe of Emiiia\s 
iuncley to whom our hero was introduced by the 
-young lady, as an intimate friend of her brother 
iGodfrey. 

. The old gentleman, who was' no ftrangcr »to 
♦the fnature of Peregrine's connexion with his 
"i fitter's family, prevailed upon hiimtd Itay fuppct, 
f«nd feeraed particularly well pleafed'withhis cott- 

• verfation and deportment, which, by help of Hs 
natural fagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the 

^humour of^is entertainer. After fupper, wha» 

•the ladies wMie withdrawn, and the citizen .calKdd 

-for his pipev our fly advent4i¥er followed his: fest- 

-ample. Tho* her abhorred the plant, he fmo'akdd 

with an air of infinite fatisfa<9?ion, and^ «^pa- 

tiated upon the virtues of tdDacco, as if- he 4iaSd 

been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade;>' In 

the progrefs of the difcourfe, he confulte* the 

merchant's difpofition; and the national* <febt 

^coming upon the carpet, held forth upon -the 

funds like a profeflfed broker. Wl^hthe Kld^- 

' Than complained of the reftridions and Stead- 

ragement of trade, his gueft inveighed ^ertlft 

exorbitant duties, with the nature of which He 

feemcd as well acquainted as any commiffiohcr 

of the cuftoms ; fo* that the unfcle was aftonifh^ 

at the ^extent of his knowledge, tmd expreflM 

his 
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his Aiq)rire, that a gay young gentleman like 
him, fhould have found either leifure or inclina- 
tion to confider fubjeds (b foreign to thefiaihion- 
able amufements of youth. * 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, 
that he was defcended from a race of merchants ; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his bufi- 
fiefs to infl:ru<ft himfelf in the different branchcft 
of trade, which he not only ifaidied as Lis family- 
profeflion, but alfo as the fource of all our na- 
"tional riches and power. He then launched out 
in praife of commerce, and the promoters there- 
of; and by way of contraft, employed all his 
ridicule, in drawing fuch ludicrous piftnres of 
the manners and education of what is caHcd higii 
life, that the trader's fides were (haken by laugh- 
ter, even to the danger of his life ; amUie looked 
upon our adventurer as a miracle "of fobriety and 
good fenfe. 

Having thus ingratiated himfelf with the uncle. 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day in the 
forenoon vifited the niece in his chariot, after 
fhe had been admoijiflied by her kinfman to be- 
have with circumfpedtion, and cautioned againft 
neglefting or difcouraging the addreffcs of fuch 
a valuable adi|urer. 
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CHAP. LXXV. 

^ H^ profi'Mes his defign upon Emilia with grecA art 

and perjiverance. 

OUR adventurer, having by his hypoerify 
obtained free accefs to his miftrefs> began 
the fiege, by profeffing the moft fincere contri- 
tion for his 'former levity, and imploring her for- 
givenefs with fuch earnell fupplication, that^ 
guarded as ihe was againil his flattering arts, {He- 
began to believe his proteflations, which were 
even accompanied with tears, and abated a good 
deal of that feverity and diftance fhe had pro- 
ofed tOi^aintain, during this interview. She 
would not, however, favour him with the Icaft 
acknowledgment of a mutual paflion, becaufe, 
in the midfi of hrs vows of eternal, conftancy and 
truth, he did not mention one fyllable of wed- 
lock, though he was now entirely mailer of his 
owa conduit ; and thijs^ confideration created a 
doubt, which fortified her againfE all his attacks-: 
yet, what her difcretion would have concealed, 
was difcovered by her eyes, whi^h, in fpite of all 
her endeavours, oreathed forth complacency and 
love. For her inclination was flattered by her 
own lelf-fuflftciency, which imputed her achnirer's 
filence, in that particular, to the hurry and per- 
turbation of his fpirits, and perfuackd her, that 
he could not poflibly regard her with any other 
than honourable intentions. 

The infidious lover exulted in the tendernefs 

oi her looks, from which he prefaged a complete 

Ififtory ^ but, that he might not over-fhoot tim- 

.5 felf 
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felf by bis own precipitation, he would not run 
the rilk of declariiig himfelf, until her heart 
{hould be ib £ar entan^ed within his (hares, as 
that neither the fuggeftions of honour, prudence, 
or pride, (hould be able to di&ngage it. Armed, 
with this refoltttion, he reflrained the impatience 
of his temper within the limits of the moft de* 
licate deportment. After having folicited and 
obtained pernriflion to attend her to the next 
c^ra, he took -^ her by the hand, and pre(&ng it 
to his lips in the moft refpeflful manner, went 
away, leaving her in a moft whim(ical ftate of 
fufpenfe, chequered with an interefting vicifli^ 
tude of hc^ and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
(ive o'clock in the afternoon^ and found her na« 
tive charms fo ranch iipiprovedby the advantages 
of drefs, that he was tranfported with admiration 
and delight; and while he conduced het to the 
Hay-market, could fcarce bridle the impetuofitir 
of his palBon, fo as to obferve the forbearing 
maxims he had adopted. When (he entered the 
pit, he had ahuadanee of food for the gratifica- 
tion of his yanity :; for, in a moment, fteeclipfed 
all the female part of the audience^ each indivir 
dual allowing in bet own heart, that the Aran- 
^er Mras by far the hand(bmeft woman there pres- 
ent, except herfelf. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a dolible trt^ 
umph ; he was vain of this opportunity to en- 
hance his reputation for gjidlantry among the la^ 
dies of falhion who knew him, and proud of 
an occa(ion to difplay his quality acquaintance to 
Emilia, that (he might entertain the greater idea 
g{ the conqueft (he had made, and pay the more 
deferencQ to his importance in the fequel of hit 
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addreffes. That Ke might fprofit as much a^ pof-- 
fible by this fituation^ he went- up, and- accofted 
every perfon in the pit, -witii whom he -ever had 
the leaft communicaiion,\ whifpered and^ laughed 
with an afFe£led air of familiarity, and even 
>bpwed at a-diftance to fome of the nobility, oa 
the flender foundation pf having flood near them 
at courtj or prefen ted them with a pinch of rap- 
pee at White's chocolatC'-houfe. 

This ridiculous oftentation, though now prac- 
tifed with a view of promoting his (kfign, was- 
a weaknefs, that, in fome degree, infedted the- 
whole of his behaviour V for nothing gave him 
fo much joy in convcrfationv as an- opportunity 
of giving the company to- imderftand, how well 
he was with perfons of diftinguifhed rank and 
character : he would often (fof^exan^le) obferve, . 
as it were occafionally, that the duke of G ■ ■■ 
was one of the beft natured men in the world, 
and illuflrate this aflertion by fome inftance of his ^ 
affability, in which he> hkafelf was concemedt 
-then,' by an, abrupt tranfition he would repeat 
(bme repartee of bdy X^-^-^^ and menticm $i 
^certain bon mst of the earl of €■ > > which wjis 
uttered in his'faearing. .7 

Abundance of young men, in -this manh^, 
•make free with the.names^ though they have ne- 
ver had accefs to the perfons, of the nobility; 
but this was not the cafe with Peregrine, who, 
in confideration of his appearance and fuppofed 
fortune, together with the advantage of his intro- 
4lu(^ibn, was by this time freely admitted to thfe 
*tables of the great. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, 
•though he ftill maintained the-moft fcrupulous 
•decorum, in hi$ behaviour, he plied her ^idi tlie 

raoft 
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moff paflionate expreflions of love, fqueezed her 
hand with great fenency, protefted that his- 
^whole foul was engrofled by her idea, and that he 
could not exift independent of her favour. Pleafed . 
as fhe was with> his warm and pathetic addrelTes,, 
together with the refpeftful manner of his making 
Ibve, flie yet had prudence and refolution fuffi- 
cient to contain her tendernefs, which was ready 
to run over ; being fortified againft his arts, by 
lefleding, tiiat if his aim was honourable, it wa^- 
now his bufinefs to declare it. On this confide- 
cation, (he refufed to make any ferious reply to* 
.his earneft expoflulations, butaffefted to receive, 
them as the undetermined effufions of gallantry, 
and good breeding. 

This fi£litiou« gaiety and good humour, though 
-it baffled his hope of extorting from her an ac- 
knowledgement of which he might have taken 
immediate advantage, neverthe^fs encouraged 
him to obferve (as the chariot pafled along the 
^Hand), that the night waa hr advanced ;. that' 
fupper would certainly be over, before they could 
reach her uncle's houfe ; and to propofe, that he 
fliould wait upon her to fome place, where they 
might be accommodated with a flight refreffi* 
ment. She was offended at the freedom of this 
propofal, which, however, flie treated as a joke, 
thanking him for his courteous offer, and affuring 
Jiim, that when flie fliould be difpofed for a tavern- 
treat, he alone fliould have the honour of bc- 
ftowing it. 

Her kinfman being engaged with company 
abroad, and her aunt retired to reft, he had the 
good fortune to enjoy a tete-a-tete with her during 
a whole hour, which he cmplojed with fuch 

con- 
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confummatc fkill, that her caution was almoft 
Overcome. He not only aflailtd her with the 
artillery of fighs, vows, prayers' and tears, btit 
even pawned his honour in behalf of his love. 
He fwore with many imprecations, that although 
her heart were furrendered to him at difcretion, 
thqre was a principle within him, which would 
never allow him to injure fuch innocence and 
beauty ; and the tranfports of his paffion had, 
upon this occafion, fo far over-fhot his purpofe, 
that if {he had demanded an explanation, while 
he was thus agitated, he would 4iave engaged 
himfelf to her wifh by fuch ties, as he could not 
poffibly break, with any regard to his reputation. 
But, from fuch expoftulation, fhe was deterred 
partly by pride, and partly by the dread of find- 
ing herfelf miftaken in fuch an interefting con- 
jedure. She therefore enjoyed the prefent flatter- 
ing appearance of her fate, was prevailed upon 
to accept the jewels, which he purchafed with 
part of his winning at Bath, and with the moft 
inchanting condefcenfion fubmitted to a warm 
embrace, when he took his leave^ after having 
obtained permiffioR to vifit her, as offen as 
his inclination and convenience would per- 
mit. 

in his return to hi» own Ipdgings, he was 
buoyed up with his fuccefs to an extravagance 
of hope, already congratulated himfelf upon his 
trrumph over Emilia's virtue, and began to pro- 
jeft future conquefts aniong the moft dignified 
characters of the female fex. But his attention 
was not at all diflipated by thefe vain refleSions ; 
he refolved to concentrate the whole exertion of 
bis foul upon the execution of his prefent plan, 

, d^fifted, 
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deiHled, in the mean time, from all other fcliemes 
of pleafure, intereft, and ambition, and took 
lodgings in the city, for the iflore commodigos 
atccompliihmcnt of his purpofe. 

While our lover's imagination was thus agree- 
ably regaled, his miftrels did not enjoy her ex« 
peuations, without the intervention of doubts 
and anxiety. His filence touching the final aim 
of his addreffes was a myilery on which (he was 
afraid of exercifing her fagacity ; and her uncle 
tormented her with enquiries into the circum- 
(lances of Peregrine's profeflions and deportment. 
Rather than give this relation the leail caufe of 
fnrpicton, which muft have cut off all inter- 
courfe betwixt her and her admirer, (he faid every 
thing which (he ^ught would fatisfy his care 
aad concern for her wel£ire ; and in confequence 
of fuch reprefentation, (he enjoyed, without re- 
ferve, the company of our adventurer, who pro- 
ficcHted his plan with furprifing eagernefs and 
perfeve;nmc9« 
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3He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a 
mafquerade^ makes a treacherous attempt upon, 
her affe^iion^ and ^ meets with a deferved re- 
'pulfe. 

SCARCE a night elapfed in which he did 
not conduft her to fome pubhc entertain- ' 
"tnent. When, by the dint of hrk infidious car- 
:^riage, he thought himfelf in full poffeflion of her 
confidence and afieftion, he lay in wait fqr an - 
•opportunity ; and hearing her obferve in cpnver- , 
fat ion, that flie had never been at a malquerade, , 
begged leave to attend her to^the next ball ; at 
the fame time, extending his invitation to the^ 
young lady, in whofe company he liad found her 
at the play, flie being, prefciit when this fubjedl 
•~of difcourfe was introduced. Me had flattered 
himfelf, that this gentlewoman would decline the 
ipropofal, as flie was^ a perfon feemingly of a de- 
•mure difpofition, who had been born and bred 
in the city, where fuch diveffions are looked upon 
'*as fcenes of lewdnefs and debauchery* For once, 
^however, Jie reckoned witliout his holl; curi- 
:p{ity is as prevalent in the city as at the court end 
:of the town : Emilia no fooner -fignified her af- 
fent to his propofal, than her friend, with an air 
of fatisfadtion, agreed to make one of the partie*^ 
and he was obliged to thank her for that com- 
plaifance which laid him under infinite mortifica- 
tion. He fct his genius at work, to invent fome 
fcheme for preventmg her unfeafonable irttrufion. 
Had an opportunity offered, he would have adted 
f -as* 
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<>.ss her pKyficianv and adminiftered a medicine 
that would have laid ber under the neceflity of 
fta)nng at home : but his acquaintance with her 
being too flight to fumifh him with the means of 
executing this expedient, he devifed another, 
which was pra£lifed with all imaginaUe fuccefs. 
Undetftandmg that her grandmother had left her 

- a fimi of money independent of her parents, he 
donvcyed ailetter to her ippther, intimating, that 
her daughter, on pretence of going to the mafque- 
rade, intended to beftSw herfelf in marriage to 
a certain perfon, and that in a few days flie would 
be informed of the circumilances of the whole 
intfiglB, provided Are would keep this informa- 
tion fecret,' and contrive fome excufe-for detain- 
itig»theyouhg lady at home, without giving her 
caufo to bdieve {he was apprifcd of her intention." 
This billeti^bfcribed, T(Mr welUwifl^er^ and un» 
known hnmbie fervaniy had the defired effed upon 
the careful matron, who, on the ball-day, feigned 
hcrfi^f fo extnemely ill, that mifs could not, with 
any decency^' quit her mamma's apartment ; ankl 
therefore fent her apology to £mtlia in -the after* 
noon^ immediately after the arrival of Peregrine, 
who preteaided to be . very much afflided with 
the difappointment, while his heart throbbed witli 
a tranfport of joy. 

About ten o'clock the lovers fct out for the 
Hay-market, he being drcfTed in the habit of 
Pantaloon, and (he in that of Columhine ; and' 
thejr'^had fcarce entered the houfe, when the 
mufic ftruck up, the curtain was withdrawn, and 
the whole fcene difplayed at once, to the adnii- 
ratiori of Emilia, whofe expeSation was infi- 
nitely furpaffed by this exhibition. Our gallant 
having condui^ed hex through aW t\v& ^vS^axtT*. 
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apartments, and defcribed the cecbnomy of the 
place, led her into the circle, and, in their turn, 
they danced feveral minuets ; thai *going to the^ 
(ide-board, he prevailed upon her to eat ibme 
fweet*meats and drink a alafs ef Champagne* 
After a focond review of the company, thsy 
ehgaged in country-dances, at which exercife 
they continued, until our adventurer concluded, 
tiiat his partner's blooti was fufficiently wanned 
for the profecution of lira defign. On this fup-. 
pofition, which was built upon 'her declaring, 
that (he was thirily and fatigued, he perfuaded 
her to take a little refrefhment and repofe ; and 
for that purpofe, handed her down (lairs inio the 
eating-room, where, having feated her on the 
floor, he prefented her with a gla(s of wine and 
water; and, as (he complained of being faint, 
enriched the draught with fome drops of a cer- 
tain elixir, which he recommended as a moft ex- 
cellent reftorative, though it was no other than a 
ftimulatlng tindlure, which he had treacheroufly 
provided for the occaiion. Having fwaliowed 
this potion, by which her fpirits were manifeft^' 
exhilarated, (he ate a (lice of ham,« with the wing 
of a cold puU^, and concluded the meal with a 
glafs of Burgundy, which (he drank at the earneft 
mtreaty of her admirer. Thefe extraordinary 
cordials co-operating with the ferment of her 
blood, which was neated by violent motion, 
could not fail to afie£l the conftitution of a deli- 
cate young creature, who was naturally fprightly 
and volatile. Her eyes began to fparkle with un- 
uf^al iire and vivacity^ a thoufand brilliant fal* 
lies of wit efcaped her, and every ma(k that ac*> 
cofted her underwent fome fmarting repartee. 

Pcrc-" 
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r^regrincj overjoyed at the fuccefs of his ad-^ 
liiiniftration, propofed that they fhould refnme 
their places at "the country-dances, with a view 
to promote and aflift the efficacy of his ehxir ;. 
and when he thought her difpofition was properly 
cldapted for the theme, began to ply het with all 
the elocution of love. In order to elevate his 
own fpirits to that pitch of refolution which his 
fcheme required, he drank two whole bottles of 
Burgundy, which inflamed his pafTion to fuch a 
degree, that he found himfelf capable of under-- 
taking and perpetrating any fcheme for the grati- 
fication of his defire. 

Emilia, warmed by fo many concurring incen- 
tives, in favour of the man (he loved, ^abated, 
confiderably of her wonted referve, lifiened to his 
proteftations with undifTembled pleafure, and^ in 
the confidence of her fatisfadlion, even owned 
him abfolute maftcr df her affeftions. Ravifhed 
with this confeffion, he now deemed himfelf on 
\he brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his 
art and afliduity ; and the morning being already 
pretty far advanced* aflented with rapture to the 
firft propofal fhe made of retiring to her lodgings* 
The blinds of tlje chariot being pulled up, he took 
advantage of the favourable fituation of iier 
thoughts; and, on pretence of being wliimfical, 
in confequence of the wine he had fwallowed, 
ctafped her in his arms, and imprinted a thoul'and 
kiffes on her pouting lips, a freedom which (he 
pardoned as the privilege of intoxication. While 
ne thus indulged himfelf with impunity, the car- 
riage halted, and Pipes opening the door, lus 
mailer haiided her into the palTage, before (he ^ 
perceived that it was not her uncle's houfe,* at 
V^hich they had alighted; * - 
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Alarmed at this difcovery, (he with fomc con- 
fufion deCred to know his reafon for conducing 
her to a ft range place at thefe hours : but^he made 
no reply; until he had led her into jan apartment^ 
when he gave her to underftand^thzit as her uncle's 
family muft be difturbed by her going thither fo 
late in the night, and the ftreets near Temple-bar 
vrere infefted by a multitude of robbers and cut- 
throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at 
this houfe, which was kept by a relation of his, 
a mighty good fort of a gentlewonian, yA\o would 
be proud of an opportunity to accommodate a 
perion for whom he was known to entertain fucb 
tendernefs and efteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impofed 
upon by this plaufible pretext : in fpite of her par- 
tiality for Peregrine, which had never been in- 
flamed to fuch a pitch of complacency before, flie 
comprehended his whole plan in a twinkling. 
Though her blood boiled with indignation, flie 
thanked him with an affeSed air of ferenity for 
his kind concern^ and expreffed her obligation to 
his coufm ; but, at the fame time, inrmed upon 
going home, left her abfence (hould terrify her 
uncle and aunt, who flie knew would not retire 
to reft ^ill her return. 

He urged her, with a thoiifand remonfl ranees, 
to confult her own eafe and fafety, promlfmg to 
fend Pipes into the city, for the fatisfaSion of 
lier relations ; but finding her obftinately deaf to 
his intreaties, he afllired her, that he would in a 
few minutes comply with her requcft ; and, in 
the mean time, begged (he would fortify herfelf 
againft the cofd with a cordial, which he poured 
out in her prefence, and which (now that her 
fufpicion was aroufcd) flxe refufed to tafte, not- 

with- 
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vtthflanding all his importunities. Ha then fell 
upon hts knees before ner» and the tears gulbing 
urom his eyes, fwoje that his paflion was vrouiid 
up to fuch a pitch of impatience, that he could 
no longer live upon the unfubfiantial food of ex- 
pe<^ation ; and that, if (he would not vodchfafe 
to crown his happinefs, he would forth^-ith fa- 
crifice himfelf to her difdain. Such an abrupt 
addrefs, accompanied with all the fymptoms of 
£rantic agitation, could not fail to perplex and af- 
fright the gentle Emilia, who, after fomc rec >l- 
Iedlion« replied with a refolute tone, th.tt (he 
oould not fee what reafon he had to complain of 
her referve, which (he was not at liberty to lay 
entirely afide, uiitil he (hould have avowed his 
intentions in form, and obtained the fan<£lion of 
thofe whom it was her duty to oliey. ** DI\ in* 
creature 1 (cried he, feizing her hand, and prcf- 
fing it tQ his lips) it is from you alone I hope for 
that condefcehCon, which would overwhelm nie 
with tranfports of <:eleftial blifs. The fcnti- 
ments of parents are fordid, filly and confined ; 
e not then to fubjedl my paffion to fuch low 
reftridlions as were calculated for the purpofes of 
common life. My love is t^ delicate and re- 
fined, to wear thofe vulgar fetters, vrfiich ferve 
only to deftroy the merit of voluntary affcftion, 
and to upbraid a man incefTantly with the articles 
of compulfion, under which he lies. 'My dear 
angel ! Iparc me the mortification of being com- 
peUed to love you, and reign fole cmprefs of n^y 
heart and fortune. I will not affront you fo mucli 
as to talk of fettlements ; my all Js at your difpo- 
fal. In this poeket-book are notes to tlie amount 
of two tJioufand pounds ; do me the pleafurc to 
accept of them ; to-morrow I will lay tea thou- 

C 2 ' l^\ 
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tering one fyllable to deprecate her wrath, or ex- 
tenuate the guilt of his own conduft. The rta- 
ture of his difappointment, and the keen remorfe 
that feized him, when he reflefted iipon the dif- 
honourable footing on which his character ftood 
with Emilia, raifed fuch perturbation in his mind, 
that his filence was fucceeded by a violent fit of 
diftraftion, during which he raved like a Bed- 
lamite, and afted a thoufand extravagances, which 
convinced the people of the hotrie ^(a certain 
bagnio), that he had aftually loft his wits. Pipes, 
with great concern, adopted the fame opinion ; 
ind, being afSfted by the waiters, hindered him, 
by main force, from running out and purfuing 
the fair fugitive, whom, in his deliriuJn, he al- 
ternately curfed amd coinmcnded, with horrid im- 
precations, and laviffi applaiife. His faithful valct^ 
having waited two whole hours, in hope of fee- 
ing thisguft of paflion overblown, and perceiving 
that the paroxvfm feemed rather ta increafe, 
very prudently lent for a phyfician of his mafter*s 
acquaintance, who having confidered the circinn- 
ftances and fymptoms of the diforder, direfted 
that he fhould be plentifully blooded, without 
lofs of time, and prefcribed a draught to com- 
pofe the tumult of his fpirits. Thefe orders be- 
ing pun^ually performed, he grew more calm 
2itiA traftable, recovered his reflection fa far, as to 
he afhamed of the extafy he had undergone, fuf- 
ftred himfelf quietly to be undrefled, and put to 
bed, where the fatigue, occafioned by his exercife 
at the mrfquerade, co-operated with the prefent 
diffipation of his fpirits to lull him into a profound 
^Dcep, which greatly tended to the prefer\^tion 
of his intellefts : not that he found himfelf in a 
ftate of perfect tranquillity when he waked about 
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tfCFon. The remembrance of what had paflcci 
overwhehned htm with mortification. Emilia's 
inve£lives ftiU founded in his ears : and while he 
deeply refented her difdain, he could not help ad- 
miring her igmU and his heart did homage to her 
charms* 



CHAP. LXXVII. 

He endeavours to retoneik himfelf to bis mlflrefi^ 
and expojluhtes with the uncle y who forbids him 
the boufe. 

IN this ftate of divifion, he went home to his 
own lodgings in a chair ; and while he deli* 
berated wim himfelf whether he fhould reliib* 
quiOi the purfuit, and endeavour to banifh her 
idea from his breaft, or go immediately and hum* 
ble himfelf before his exafperated mifirefs, and 
offer his hand as an atonement for his crime, his 
fervant put in his hand a packet, which had been 
oelivered by a ticket porter, at the door. He 
no fooner perceived that the fuperfcription was 
in Emilia's hand- writing, than lie gueffed the 
nature of the contents ; and opening the feal with 
difordered eagemefs, found the jewels he bad 
given to her, incioled in a billet couched in tlicfe 
words : 

** '"p H A T I may have no caufe to reproach 
^ myfclf with having retained the leaft me- 
morial of a wretch whom I equally defpife and 
abhor, I take this opportunity of reftoring thefe 

C 4 vcw* 
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^nefFeflual inftruments of his infamous defigu- 
upon the hopour of EMILIA." 

His chagrin was fo much galled and inflamed at 
the bitternefs of this contemptiK)us meflage, thar 
he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over his 
nails, and even wept with vexation. Sometimes 
he vowed revenge againfl her haughty virtue, and 
reviled himfelf for his precipitate declaration, be- 
fore his fcheme was brought to maturity ; then 
he would conftder her behaviour with reverence 
. and regard, and bow before the irreflftible power 
of her attra6lions. In fhort, his breafl was torn 
by conflidlingpaflions;^ love, fhame, andremorfe,. 
contended with vanity, ambition and revenge ; 
and the fuperiority was ftill doubtful, when he^d-. 
iiroiig defire interpofed, and decided in favour of. 
all attempt towards a reconciliation with the of-- 
icndcd fair. 

. Impelled by this motive, he fet out in the af- 
ternoon for the houfe of her uncl^, not twithout 
hopes of that tender erijoyment, which never fails 
to attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers of 
tafte and fenftbility. Though the confcio.ufnefs 
of his trefpafs encumbered him with an air of awk-, 
ward confufion, he was too confident of his own 
qualifications and addrefs to defpair of forgivenefs ; 
^nd by that time he arrived at the citizen's gate, 
he had coimed a very artful and pathetic harangue,^, 
which he propofed to uKer in his own behalf, lay- 
ing the blame of his condufton the impetuofity of 
his paflion, incenfed by the Burgundy, which 
he had too liberally drank : but he did not meet 
•with an opportunity to avail himfelf qf this pre- 
paration* Emilia, fufpedling that he wQi^Id take 
{pm^ ftep of this ki^jd tp retrieve, her fav^our, 

bad; 
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had gone abroad' on pretence of yifiting, after 
having (ignified to her kinfman, her refolution 
to avoid the coihjnmy of Peregrine, on account 
of fome ambiguities which (ihe faid) were laft 
night remarkable in his demeanour, at the maf- 
querade. She cfaofe to infmuate hef fufpicions in 
thefe hint$^ rather than give an exphcit detail 
of the young man's ^ dishonourable ccmirivance, 
which might have kindled the refentment of the 
&mily to fbme dangerous pitch of anlmoflty and 
revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himfelf baiRed in his 
expedation of feeing her, inquired for the old 
gentleman, with whom he thought he h^ influ- 
ence enough to make his apology good, in cafe 
he fliould nnd him prepoirelTed by the young la- 
dy's information^ But here too he wa»' difap- 
pointed ; the uncle had gone to dine in the coun- 
try, and his wife was indifpofed ; fo that he had 
no pretext fbr flaying in the houfe, till the return 
of his charniCT. Beina, however, fruitful of ex- 
pedients, he difmiiled his chariot, and took pof- 
i^flion of a room in a tavern, the windows of 
which fronted the merchant's gate ; and there he 
propofed to watch until he fhould fee her ap- 
proach. Tbis fcheme he put in pra£lice with in- 
defatigable patience, though it was not attended 
with the expefted fuccefs. 

Emilia, ^whofe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, forefeeing« that ihe might be dc- 
pofed to the fertility of his invention, came home 
by a private paflage, and entered by a poflern, 
which wteis altogether unknown to her admirer ; 
2md her uncle did not arrive, until it was fo late, 
that he could not with any decency demand a 
conference* ^ . 

C 5 ^^^\. 
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Next morning, he did not fail to preicnt hinr- 
felf at th^ door^ and his miflrefs being denied by 
her own exprefs direction, infifted upon feeing 
the mailer of the houfe, who receiired him with 
fuch coldnefs of civility, as plainly gave him to 
iipderfland, that he was acquainted with. the dif- 
pleafure of his niece. He therefore, with an air 
of candour, told the citizen, he could eafily per* 
ceive, by his behaviour, that he was, the confix 
dant of Mifs Emily, of whom he Ji^come to«a& 
pardon for the offence he had given ; and did not 
doubt, if he could be admitted to her prefence, 
that he ibould be able to convince her, that he 
had not erred intentionally, or at leaft propoiie 
fuch reparation as would effeiSiaaliy atooe foe his 
fault. 

To t^is remonftraQce the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution,, anfwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his off- 
fence, he was very certain, that it muft have 
been fomething very flagr^t that could irritate 
his niece to* fucb a degree, againft a perfon for 
V^hom (he bad formerly a mou particular regard* 
He owned^ fiie had declared her intention to re- 
nounce his acquaintance £or ever, and,* doubt* 
lefs, fhe had good reafon for fo doing ; neither 
would he undertake to promote an accommo^ 
dation, unlefs he would give him full power to 
treat on the fcore of matrimony, which he fup- 
pofed would be the only means of evincing 
his owp iincerity, and obtaining Emilia's fos* 
givenefs. . 

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help confidering 
as the refult of a fcheme concerted betwixt the 
young lad;^ and her uncle^ in order to take the 
.. advantage 
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adwitage of his heat. He therefore replied, with 
manifeft figas q{ difgufi, that he did not appre- 
hend there was any occafion for a mediator to re- 
concile the difference betwixt Emilia and him ; 
and that ail he defired was an opportunity of plead- 
ingin his own bdialf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that as his niece 
had exprefled an eameft defire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the leaft conftrainc 
upon her inclination ; and in the mean time gave 
hun to know, that he was particularly engaged* 

Our hero glowing with indignation at this fu- 
percilious treatment ; ** I was in the wfong ((ai4 
he) to look for good manners, fo far on tms fide 
of Temple-bar : but you maft give me leave to 
tell you. Sir, that imlefs I am favoured with an 
interview with Mifs Gauntlet, I (hall conclude^ 
that you have aAually laid a conftraint upon her 
iadination, for fome (inifter purpofes of your 
own.** "Sir (repUed the old gentleman), you are 
welcome to make what conclufions (hall feem good 
unto your own imagination ; but pray be fo good 
aito allow me the privilege of being matter in my 
own houfe." So laying, he very complaifantly 
ihewed him to the dic>or ; and our lover being dit- 
fident of his own temper, as well as afiaid of be- 
ing ufed with greater indignity, in a place where 
his perfonal prowefs would only ferve to heighten 
his difgrace, quitted the houle in a tranfport of 
xage, which he could not wholly (opprefs, telling 
the landlord, that if his age did not proteft htm» 
he would hav€ dutftifed him for his inlolenit be* 
haviour. 
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Ilepnp^S a vioknt /chimin in cmfeqmme^ cf which' 
be is involved inamqfi.fG^iguingaiventwte^ which 
gfeatly tends towards the augmentation ^f bis\ 

chagrin^ 

*- 

THUS (kbarf ed of perfotial communication 
with his miftrefs, he eflayedto retrieve hep 
good graces by the moft fubmiffive wd pathetic 
letters, which he coj^iveyed by divers artifices, to^ 
herperufal^but reaping no msuiner of benefit froru 
thef^ endeavours, his pai&on acquired a* degree ofi 
impatjience, little iirferior to- downright frenzy v;, 
2^d he determined to fun every xiSk of life, for-? 
tyipe,^ajid reptitfition, rather, than defift frombi3. 
ujojuftifiable purTuih Indeed, his refentment was 
now as deeply concerned as his love, and each.of- 
thefe paflions equally turbutent ^d loud in de-^ 
Tiajidirtg, gratification. He kejpt eentinels con- 
tinually in pay, to givQ him vsoiice. of her outgo-, 
ings, in e^cpedation of finding ibme opportunity 
to carry her.off; but her circumfpedlion entirely 
fruftrated this defign ; far fhe fufpeSed every thing 
of that fort from a difpofition like his, and regu« 
lated her motions accordingly- 

BaflEled by her prudence and pemtration, he 
ajteyed his plan. . On pretence of being called to 
his country-hpufe by forae afiair of importance, 
he depar4:ed from London, and taking lodgings at 
a fairmerVhoi^fe, th^t fioodnear tha road through 
which fhe muft have neceffarily palled,. in her. 
return to her mother, concealed himfelf from all 
intercourfe, except with his valet-de-chambre and 
Pipes, who had orders to fcour the country, and 
^ . ♦ recon- 
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fiecoimoitie every hoife, coach, or Carriage, that^ 
ftould appear^ on ^t highway, -with a view of* 
intercepting his Amanda in her paflage. 

He had wattedan this ambnfcade a whole week^ 
when hisvaiet gave him notice, that he and his 
fellow-fcout had^ difcovered a chaife avd fix, dri« 
ving at fiill fpeed towards them; upon which, 
they had flapped their hats oter dlieir e)'<es, fo as> 
that they mighr not be known, in cafe they (hould 
be feen, andconcealed themMves behind* a hedge, 
from whence they coutd perceive in the carriage, 
as it pafled^ a young man plainly dreffed, with a^ 
fady in a mafk, of the exaA fize, fliape and air of 
£mtlia; smd diat Pipes foiiowed them at a drP 
tanoe, while he rode back to communicate this 
piece of intelligence. ' • 

•Paregrine would fcatce aHow him time to con^ 
elude his infovmatioTr ; he ran down to the flable, 
where his horfe wag kept ready faddled for the 
purpofe, and, never doubting that the lady in 
qudlion was his miflreft, attended by one of her 
uncle's clerks^ mounted hnmediately, and rode 
full gallop after the chaife, which (when he had' 
proceeded about two miles) he underflood from' 
Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though 
his inclination* prompted him to enter her apart- 
ment without farther delay, he fuffered himfelf to* 
be difliiaded from taking fuch a precipitate flep, 
by his privy-counfcllor, who obfervcd, that ir 
would be impra^cable to execute his purpofe of 
conveying her againft her will from a public inn, 
that fiood in the midfl of a populous village,'* 
which would infalhbly rife in her defience. He 
advifedhim therefore to lie in wait for the chaife,; 
in fome remote and private part of the road, 
where they pight accompljih their aim without 
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difficulty or danger. In confequence of this ad- 
monition, our adventurer ordered Pipes to recon^ 
noitre the inn, that Ihe might not efcape another 
way, while he and the valet, in order to avoid 
being feen, took a circuit by an unfrequented 
path, and placed themfelves in ambidb, on a fpof 
, which they chofe for the fcenc of their atchievcr 
ment. Hereth|y tarried a full hour^ without 
feeing tlie carriage, or hearing from their centi- 
nel : fo that the youth, unable to exert his pa-> 
tience one moment longer, left the foreigner in his 
ftation, and rode back to his faithful lacquey, who 
aflured him, that the travellers had not yet hove 
up their anchor, or proceeded on their voyage. . 

Notwithfianding this intimation. Pickle began 
to entertain fuch alarming fuipicions, that he 
could not refrain from aavancing to the gate^ 
and enquire for the company which had lately 
arrived in a chaife and iix* The tnn-keeper, 
who was not at all pkafed with the behaviour of 
thofe paflengers, did not think proper to obferve 
the inilru^lions he had received ; on the con- 
trary, he plainly told biin, that the chaife did 
xvot halt, but only entered at one door, and went 
©ut at the other, with a view to deceive thofe 
who purfued it, as he guefled from the words of 
tjbe gentleman, who had eameftly defired, that 
his route might be concealed from any perfon who 
{bould inquire about their motions. ^^ As for 
my own peart, mealier, (continued this chari- 
table publican) I believes as how (hey are no 
better than they fliould be, eUe they would*nt be 
in fuch a deadly fear of being overtaken. Me- 
thinks (faid 1} when I faw them in fuch a 
woundy po^r to begone, oddflieartikins ! this 

mult be iQm^l^ndQik prentice jiUiuusig away with 

' , bis 
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Ills meafler's daughter, as. Aire as Vm a liviifg 
ibuL But, be he who he will, (artin it is, a 
has nothing of the gentleman about en ; for, 
thof a a(ked fiich a favour, a never once put hand 
in pocket, or faid, •Dog, will you drink T' 
Howfomever^ that don't argufy in reverence of 
his bein^r in a hurry ; and a man may be fome* 
tigaes a httle too judgmatical in his ^njedures/' 
In all probability, tms loquacious landlord would 
have ferved the traveller effedlually^ had Fere*' 
grine heard him to an end ; but this impetuous 
youth, far from liftening to the fequel of his ob-> 
fervations, interrupted him in the beginning of hit 
career, by aflcing eagerly, which road they fol* 
lowed; and having received the inn-keeper's di* 
regions, clapp'd fpurs to his horfe, commanding 
Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his 
courfe, that they might attend him with all ima* 
ginable difpatch. 

By the publican's account of their condud, his 
former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied hi$ 
fteed to the height of his mettle, and fo much was 
his imagination ingsofied by the profpe£l of hav* 
ing EmiUa in his power, that he did not perceive 
the road on which he travelled, was qjute different 
from that which led to the habitation of Mrs^ 
Gauntlet. The valet-de-chambre was an utter 
ftranger to that part of the country ; and as for 
Mr. Pipes, fuch confideratioos were altogether fo« 
reign to the cecooomy of his refle<Sion« 

Ten long miles had our hera rode, when his 
eyes were bkfled with the i^ht of the chaife af- 
fcending anhtU^ at the di (lance of a good league ; 
i^n which he doubled his diligence in fuch a 
manner^ that he gained upon the carriage every 
HUQUte^ and at teogtb apprgdcbed io near to iu 
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ihzt he could difcem .the lady- and'hei; coiidu£tK>^ 
with their heads thruft out at the windows, look^ 
ifig back, and fpeaking to the di-iver alternately:,, 
as if they eameftly befought him to augment the 
fpeed of his catde^ " 

Being thus, as-it were^ in fight rf port, while- 
he croffed the road, his* horfe h2q)pened toi plunge 
mto a cart rut, with fuch violence, that he wa^i 
thrown feveral yards over his head ; and the 
beaft^s fhoulderheihg flipt by the fall, he found 
himfelf difabled from, plucking the fruit,- which 
was almoft within his reach ; f<t>r he. had left his^ 
fervant^ at a confiderable di&mce behind him;: 
andalthdugh they had been ab his back, and fup- 
plied him with another horfe, they wcre.fo indif- 
ferently mounted, that he could not reafonably 
expeft tb overtake the flyers, who profited fo 
much by this difafler, that the chaife vaniQied in. 
a moment. 

It may be earfiiy conceived, liow a young man 
<>f his difpofition pafTed his time, in this tanta*» 
Bzing fituation. He ejaculated with great fer-» 
vencyj but his prayers were not the efieSs of re^ 
fignation. He ran back on foot with incredible 
ipeed, in orcfer t© meet his valet, whom he un-J 
horfed in a twinkling ; and, taking his feat, be- 
gan to^xercife his whip and fpurs, after having 
orderfed the Swifs to follow him on the other 
gelding, and committed the lame hunter to the 
care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuiled in this maimer^ our 
adventurer profecuted the race with all his rai^t ;5 
and having mftde fome progrdTs, was informed 
by a countryman, that the chs^fe had ilruck of£ 
mto aaother road> and, accorwig to his judg* 

t , ,maat^ 
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inent, was by that time about three miles a head f . 
though in all probability, the horfes would not 
be able to hold out much longer, becaufe they 
feemed to be quite fpent when they pafled his • 
door. Encouraged by this intimation, Peregrine 
puflicd on with great alacrity ; though he couli 
not regain fight of the defired objefl, till the 
clouds of night began to deepen, and even then 
he enjoyed nothing more than a tranfient glimpfe ; 
fpr the carriage was no fooner feen, than Ihrouded 
again from his view. Thefe vexatious circum* 
feinces animated his endeavours, while they ir* 
iifated his chagrin : in fhort, he continued his 
purfuit till the night was far advanced, and him-' 
felf fo uncertain about the obje<5l of his care, that 
be entered a folitary inn, with a view of obtaining 
fome intelligence, when, to hisinfinite joy, he 
perceived the chaife fianding by itfelf, and the 
horfes panting in the yard. In Aill confidence of 
his having arrived at laft at the goal of all hi^ 
wifhes, he alighted inftantaneoufly, and running 
i^ to the coachman, withapiftol in his handy 
commanded him, in an imperious tone, to con«^ 
iixQ. him to the lady's chamber, on pain of deaths 
The driver, affrighted at this menacing addrefs» 
protefted with great humility, that he^ did not 
know whither his fare had retired ; for that lio 
himfelf was paid and difmifled from the ferviccy 
becauie he would not undertake to drive them alt 
Dight crofs the country, without flopping to re-^ 
frefli his hories : but he< promifed to go in quefi of 
the waiter, who would fliew. him to their apart- 
ment. He was accordingly d^<|ched on that er^r 
r^nd, while pur hero flopd centinel at the gatCf. 
till the arrival of his V4let-de-chan5ij)rt<^' who jpift-t 
iljig^bin* by accident, before, the coachman re- 
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fumed, relieved him in his watch^ and then tfiiJ 
young gentleman, exafperated at his meffenger's 
delay, rulhed with fury in his eyes from room to 
room, dfenoimcing vengeance upon the •whole fa- 
mily ; but he AS not meet with one living foul, 
until he entered the garret, whter^ he found the 
landlord and his wife in bed, Tliis chicken- 
hearted couple, by the light of a rufli-candle that 
burned on the hearth, feeing a flranger burft into 
the chamber, in futh a terrible attitude^ were 
feized with confternation ; and exalting their 
-voices, in a moft famentable ftrain, begged, for the 
paffion of Chrift, that he' would fpare their lives 
and take* all they had. 

Peregrine gueffing from this exclamation, and 
the circumftance of their being a-bed, that they 
miflook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
diat which he wanted to know, difpellbd their 
terror, by making them acquainted with the caufo 
of his vifrt, and defired the hufband to get up 
ivith all poflible difpatch, in order to affifl and at* 
tend him in his fearch. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner 
of the inn, and at laft finding the ofUer in the 
ilable, was by him informed (to his unfpeak^ 
able mortrScation), that the gentleman and lady 
who arrived in the chaife, had immediately hired 
poft-horfes- for a certain village at the diftance of 
fifteen miles, and departed without halting for 
the leaft refrefhmentr Our adventurer, rtad with 
his difappointment, mounted his horfe in an in- 
flant, and, with his attendant, took the fame 
road, with fiill determination to die, rather thaa 
defift from the profecution of his deflgn. He had, 
by this time^^ode upwards of thirty miles fmce 

three 
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fihiBe o*clock in the afternoon ; fo that the boife^ 
vrere almofl quite jaded^ and travelled thii flagtf 
fo flowiy, tliat it was morning before they reached 
the place of their deftinationv where, far front 
finding the fugitives, hei^derftood, that no fuch 
perfons as he defcribed had pafled that way, and 
tliat in all Ukelihood, they had taken a quite 
contrary direfilion, while, in order to mUI^adhim 
in hk imrfoit, they hadf amufed the oftie^ with z 
faHe route. This conje6hjre was flrengthenedy 
by his perceiving (now for the firft time J that he 
had deviated a confiderable way from the road^ 
through Avhich they muft have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of her mother's re(i- 
dence ; and thefe fu^geftions utterly deprived him 
of the fmall remams of recollection, which he 
had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about,* 
witneffing rage and dillrafiion ; he foamed at the 
mouth, fiamped upon the g^und with great vio- 
lence, uttered incoherent imprecations aeainft 
himfelf and all mankind, and would have laliied 
forth again, he knew not whither^ upon the fame 
horfe, which he had already almoft kilted' with 
fatigue, bad not his confidant found means to 
quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recal hit 
reflexion, by reprefenting the condition of the 
poor animals, and adviCng him to hire frefh 
horfes, and ride poll acrofs the country, to the 
viHage in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntlet^s 
Inbitation, where they (hovld infallibly intercept 
the daughter, provided they coukl get the ftart'of 
her upon the^ road* 

Peregrine not only relifhed^ but fbrthwith 
9Sted in conformity with this good coanfeh His^ 
own horles were committed to the charge of the 
famdlord. Vith dire^ions for Pipes, ia cafe he 
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fiiould come in queft of his . mafler,; and a" 
couple of '^ftout geldings being prepared^ he and 
his valet took the road again, fleering theU: cour^ 
according to the motion^ of the poft-boy, whor 
undertook to be their guide.. They had almpft" 
finifhed the firft ftage, when they defer ied a poft- - 
^aife juft halting at the inn where they propofed- 
to change horfe^i uppa which our adventurer, 
glowing with a'moft interefting prefage, put his 
\^2&. to the full fpeed, and approached near- 
enough to diftinguifh (as the travellers quitted, 
the carriage), that he had at laft come up with the^ 
very individual perfons whom he had purfued fa • 
long.... ... ■ . 

. : Flufti^ with this difcovery, he gi^illoped into^^ 
the yard fofuddenly, that the lady aad her con- 
^l^dor fcarce had time to fliut themfelves up in 
a chambei*, td which, they retreated with great;^ 
precipitation; fp that the/purfuer was now cet'i^ 
tain of having hpufed his prey. That he mighty 
however'>= I^aye nothing to fortune^ he placed 
himfelf upon th^ ftair^ by which tjaey had afcended: 
fo the apartment, and fent up his cpmpUYnents to, 
^he young lady,: deiiring the favour of being ad« 
fitted tp hev preienq^ otherwife he ihould ba 
obliged to wave all ceremony, and take that li^* 
^rty which fhe would not give. The fervant- 
having conveyed hi^ meflage through the key- 
hole, returned with a«i,anfwer, importing, that 
&e. would adhe^[:e ,t(t^(Jhie refolution.fhe had taken, 
^nd;periih ratlifer, thau: ccwnfily ^th his will.t 
Our adventurer, without flaying to ra^akq ^ny re*- 
^itider 1^ this ieply, ran up Qairs, and thun- 
4ering.at the door for entrance! was given to ufl- 
(Jisr/land by the nymjf^'s attendant, that a blua* 
dferbufc>w^ if^adypfiineiiQr W* 5^<^tio;i,.and?; 
. . . * that 
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tW he would do well to fparc him the ncceffity 
of fhedding blood, in defence of a perfon who 
had pnt herfclf under his prote6lion. ** All the 

; faws of the land (faid he) cannot now untie the 
knots by which we are bound together; and 
therefore I will guafd her as my own property; 
fo that you had better defift from your fruitleft 
attempt, and thereby confult your own fafety : 
for by the God that made me ! 1 will difcharge 
my piece*aipon yOu, as foon as you fct yournofe 
within the door ; and your blood be upon your 
own head.'* Thefe menaces from a citizen's 
clerk, would have been fufficient motives for 
Pickle to fk)rm the breach, although they had 
not been reinforced by that declaration, which 
informed him of 'Emilia's having bcftowed herfclf 
in marriage upon fuch a contemptible rival. This 
fole confideration added wings to his^ impetuofity, 
and he applied his foot to the door with fiich irre- 
fiftible force, as burfted it open in an inftant, en- 
tering at the fame time with a'piftol ready^cock'd 
in his hand. His antagonift, inftead of firing his 
blunderbuTs, when he faw him approach, ftarted 
back with evident figns of furprize and confter- 
nation, exclaiming, " Lordjeftts! Sir, you are 
not the man! and, without doubt, are under ' 
Tome mi flake with regard to us." 

Before Peregrine hid time to anfwer this falu- 
tation, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, 
and pulling off a mafk, difcovered a face which 
he h?^\ never feen before. The Gorgon's head, 

. according to the fables of antiquity, never had a 
more inftantaneous or petrifying effect, than that 
which this countenance produced upon the afto- 
nifhed youth. His eyes were fixed upon this 
unknown objeft, as if they had been ^Ut^<X^<^ Vs^ 
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the power of inchantment, his feet leemrf n- 
vetted to the ground, and after having flood mo- 
tionlefs for the fpace of a few minutes, he drop- 
|)ed down in an apoplexy of difappointment and 
oefpair. The Swifs, who had followed him, fee- 
ing his mailer in this condition, lifted liim up, 
and laying ibim up(m a bed in the next room, let 
-faim blood immediately, without hefitation, be* 
ing always provided with a cafe of lancets, againft 
all accidents on the road. To this forefight our 
hero, in all probability, was indebted for his life. 
By virtue of a ^ery copious evacuation, here- 
covered the ufe of his fenfes ; but the complica- 
(lion of fatigues, and violent trani^orts which he 
had undergone, brewed up a dangerous fever in 
his tlood ; and a phyfician being called from the 
Hcxt market-town, feveral days elapfed before he 
would anfwer for his life« 

C H A P. LXXIX. 

Teregrint Jinds a mejfage to Mrs. Gauntlet, wH 
reje^s his propofal. He repairs to the garrifon^ 

AT length, however, his conftitution over- 
came |iis difeafe, though not before it had 
in a great meafure tamed the fury of his difpofi* 
tion, and brought him to a ferious confideration 
of his condu(El« In this humiliation of his ipirits, 
he reflefied with (hame and remorfe upon his 
treachery to the fair, the innocent Emilia ; he 
remembered his former fentiments in her favour, 
as well as theinjun^ons of his dying uncle ; he 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 47 

XfiCoUeded his intimacy with her hrother, againft 
wliich he had fo balbly finned; and revolving all 
the citcumilances of her condud, found it fo 
commendable, fpirited^ and noble* that he deemed 
her an objedl of fufficient dignity to merit his ho* 
nourable addrefles, even though his duty had not 
been concerned in the decifion : but, obligated as 
he was, to make reparation to a worthy family, 
which he had fo grofsly injured, he thought he 
could not manifeil his reformation too foon ; and» 
)yhenever he found himfelf able to hold the pen* 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he ac- 
knowledged, with many expreilions of forrow and 
contrition, that he had a^led a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and fhould never 
enjoy -the kail tranquillity of mind, until he 
fhould have merited her forgivenelk* He pro- 
tefied, that although his happineis ^catirely de- 
pended upon the determination of Emilia, he 
would even renounce all hope pf being bleflei 
with her favour, if (he £ould point out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable 
ypung lady, but by laying his heart and fortune 
at her feet, and fubmitting himfelf to her plea* 
fare during the remaining part ef his life. He 
conjured her, tlierefore, in the moft pathetic 
manner, to pardon him, in confideration of his 
fincere repentance, and to ufe her maternal in- 
fluence with her daughter, fo as that lie might 
be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding- 
ling, as foon as his health would allow liim to 
un^rtake the journey. 

This explanation being difpatched by PipeSi 
who had, by this time, found his mailer, th^ 
young gentleman inquired about the couple whom 
ne hsd fo unfortvuiately purfued, and underAood 
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-from his valet-de-chambre, who learn 'd the ftoVy 
from their own moiiths, that the lady was^thfe 
' only daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendant 
no oth^r than his apprentice, who had convetted 
her to chriftlanity, and married her at the fame 
time ; that this fecret having taketi air, thfe 6H 
Ifraelite had contrived a fcheme to feparate them 
' for fever ; and they being apprifed of his ihten* 
*tion, had found means to elope from his houfe^ 
with a view of ftieltering themfelves in France^ 
until the affair could be made lip ; that feeing 
' three men ride after them with fuch eaaernefs 
^and fpeed, they never doubted that the purfiiers 
* were her father, and fome friends or domeftics, 
and on that fuppofition had fled with the utmoft 
difpatch and trepidation, until they had found 
themfelves happily undeceived, at that very in- 
flant when they expefted nothing but mifchicf 
•- and misfortune: laftly, the "Swifs gave him to 
underftand, that 'after having profeflbd fome con- 
cern for his. deplorable fituation, and enjoyed a . 
■'flight refrefliment, they had taken their rde- 
vparture for Dover, and, in all likelihood, v&Ire 
fafely arrived at Paris. 

'In four and twenty houn after Pipes was 
charged with his cominiffion, he brought back aij 
anfwer from the mother of Emilia, couched in 
thefe words : 

"SIR, 
•T Received the favour of yours, and am glad, 
-*- for your o\<rn fake, that you have attained a 
'due fenfe and convidliqn of your unkind and un- 
chriftian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank God^ 
none of my children were ever fo infulted before. 
Uive me leave to tiell you, Sir, my daughter was 
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no upftart, without friends or education, but a 
young lady as well bred, and better born, than 
inoft private gentlewomen in the kingdom : and 
therefore, though you had no efteem for her per- 
fon, you ought to have paid fome regard to her 
family, which (no difparagement to you. Sir) is 
more honourable than your own. As for your 
propofai, Mife Gauntlet will not hear of it, be- 
ing that flie thinks her honour will not allow her 
to iiften to any terms of reconciliation ; and (he 
is not yet fo deftitute, as to embrace an offer to 
which (he has the leaft objedion. In the mean 
time, (he is fo much indifpofcd, that (he cannot 
poflTibly fee company ; fo I beg you will not take 
the trouble of making a fruitlefs journey to this 
place. Perhaps your future conduft may defer^'e 
her forgivenefs ; and really, as I am concemecl 
for your happinefs (which you zffxxre me depends 
upon her condefcenfion) I wi(h with all my heart 
It may ; and am (notwithftanding all that has 
happened ) 

Your (incere wcll-wi(her, 

Cecilia Gauntlett/* 

• 

From this epiltle, and the information of hia 
meffengef, our hero learn *d, that his miftrefs liad 
adually pro(itcd by bis wild-goofe chace, lo as to 
make a fafe retreat to her mother's houfe. Tho* 
forry to hear of her imlifpojition, he was alfo 
piqued at her implacability, as well as at fome 
ftately paragraphs of the letter, in which (he 
thought) the good lady had confulted her own 
vanity rather than her good fenfe. Thefe motives 
of refentment helped him to bear his difappoint- 
ment like a philofophcr, elpecially as be bad wov? 

Vol. III. D c^\^\sA. 
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quieted his confcience, in proffering to redrefsrtb< 
' injury he had done ; and, moreover, found him- 
felf, with regard to his love, ki a caim ftate u 
hope and refignation. 

A feafonable fit of ilinefs is an excellent medi- 
cine for the turbulence of paflion. Such a reforma- 
rtion had; the fever produced m, the ceconomy o] 
his thoughts, that he moralized like an apoflle, 
«nd projefted feveral prudential fchemes for his 
future condu£l. 

In the mean tnne^ 'as foon as his health was 
'"fufEcientJy re-eftabliihed, he took a trip to the 
garrifon, in order to vifit his friends ; and learn'd 
ft-om Hatchway's own mouth, that he h^d broke 
•the ice of courtlhip'to his iiunt, and that his ad- 
dreffes were now fairly afloat; tho' when he firfl 
declared hlmfelf to the widow, after fhe had been 
duly prepared for the occafion, by her niece and 
the reft of her friends, fhe had received his pro- 
pofal with a becoming referve, and pioufly wept 
at the remembrance of her huiband, obfexving, 
that fhe fhould never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's fuit with 
all his influence ; and all Mrs. Trunnion's ob- 
jeAions to the match being furmounted, it was 
determined, that the day of marriage fliould be 
put off for threq months, that her reputation 
might not Aiffer by a precipitate engagement. 
His next care was to give orders for erecting a 
plain marble monument to the meiE»erry of hi« 
uncle, on which the following infcription, com- 
pofed by the bridegroom, aciually appeared in 
golden letters. 
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Here lies, 

Fouiiderecl in a fathom and tndf. 

The fliell 

Of 

Hawser Trunn-ion, Efq; 

Formerly commander of a fquadron 

\ Ih his Majefty's fervice. 

Who broacH'd to, at five P. M. Oft. X. 

Ih the year of his age 

Threefcore and nineteen. 

He kept his guns kiways loaded, 

And his tackle ready mann*d. 

And never fli^ived his poop to tlie enemy, 

Except when he took her in tow ; 

But, his (hot being Otpended^ 

His match burnt out> 

And his upper- works decayed^ 

He was funk 

^y Death's fuperior weight of metaL 

Neverthelefs, 

He will be weighed again 

At the Greit Day, 

His rigging refitted, 

And his timbers repaired, 

•And> with one broad — fide, 

Make his adverfary 

Strike in his turn. 
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CHAP. LXXX. 

He returns to London, and meets with Cadwalla- 
der, who entertains him with many curious farti^ 
culars. C^abiree founds the duchefs^ and unde* 
ceives Pickle, who by an extraordinary accident, 

heomes acquainted with another lady of quality. 

I ■ 

; , 

THE young gentleman having performed 
thefe lafl: offices, in honour of his deceafed 
benefaftor, and prefented Mr. Jolter to the long- 
expedled Uving, which at this time happened to 
be vacant, returned to London, and refumed his 
former gaiety : not that he was able to fhake 
Emilia from his thought, or even to remember 
her without violent emotions ; for, as he recovered 
his vigour, his former impatience recurred, and 
therefore he refolved to plunge himfelf head-long 
into fome intrigue, that might engage^ his paf* 
Cons,' and amufe his imagination. 

A man of his accompli fhments could not fail 
to meet with a variety of fubjeds, on which his 
gallantry would have been properly exercifed ; 
and this abundance diftrafted his choice, which at 
any time was apt to be influenced by caprice and 
whim. I have already obferved that he had lifted 
his view, through a matrimonial perfpeftive, as 
high as a lady o*t the firft quality and diflindion ; 
and now, that he was refufed by Mifs Gauntlet, 
and enjoyed a little refpite from the agonies of that 
flame which her charms had kindled in his heart, 
he renewed his afliduities to her grace. Though 
he durft not yet rifk an explanation, he en- 
joyed the pleafure of feeing himfelf fo well re- 
ceived in (juality of. a particular acquaintance. 
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that ke flattered himielf with the helief of his 
having made fome progrefs in her heart ; and was 
confirmed in this conceited notion, by the aJ*- 
furances of her woman, whom, by Uberal largeffest 
he retained in his intereft, becaufe flie found 
means to perfuade him, that (he was in the con- 
fidence of her lady. But, notwitbftanding this 
encouragement, and the fanguine fuggeftions of 
his own vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of ex- 
pofing himfelf to her ridicule and refentment 
Dy a premature declaration, and determined to 
poftpone his addrefles, until he fliould be more 
certified of the probability of fucceeding in his 
attempt. 

While he remained ip this hefitation and fuf- 
pence, he was one morning very agreeably fur- 
prifedwith the appearance of his friend Crabtree, 
who, by the permiflion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before he was 
awake, and,, by a violent (hake of the (houlder, 
difengaged him from the arms of fleep. The firft 
comj^imencs having mutually pafled, Cadwallader 
gave him to underftand, that he had arrived in 
town over night in the Ilage-coach from Bath, and 
entertained him with fuch a ludicrous account of 
his fellow travellers, that Peregrine, for the firft 
time fince their parting, indulged himfelf in mirth, 
even to the hazard of lufifocation. 

Crabtree having rchearfed thefe adventures, in 
fuch a peculiarity of manner, as added infinite 
ridicule'to every circumftance, and repeated every 
fcandalous report which had circulated at the 
Bath, after Peregrine's departure, was Informed 
by the youth, that he harboured a defig^ri upon 
the perfon of fuch a duchefs, and in all appearance 
bad no leafon to complain of his reception ; 
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but that he would not venture to declare him- 
felf, until he fbould be more afcertained of her, 
fentiments : and therefore, he begg'd leave to -. 
depend upon the intelligence of his friend Cad- 
wall ader, who, he knew, was admitted to her^ 
parlies. 

The Mifanthrope, beforehe would promife his. 
afliflance, afked if his profpeft verged towards 
matrimony ? and our adventurer (who gueffed the 
meaning of his quefli^on) replying in the negative^., 
he undertook the office of reconnoitring her in- 
clination, protefting at the fame tinae, that he 
Would never concern himfelf in any fcheme, that 
did not tend to the difgrace and deception of alL^ 
the fex. Oil thefe conditions^ he efpoufed the in- 
tereft of our hero, and a. plan was imroediately 
concerted, in confequence of which they met by. 
accident at her grace's table. PicWe having flayed c 
all the fore-part of the evening, and fat out all the • 
company, except the Mifanthrope and a ceitaia 
widow lady, who was faid to be ii? the fecrets of » 
my lady duchefs, went away on- pretence of aa - 
uidifpenfable engagement, that Crabtrce mights 
have a proper opportunity of making him the fub- 
je<Sl of converfation. 

Accordingly, he had fcarce quitted the apart- 
ment, when this Cynic attending him to the * 
door, with a look of morofe difdain, " Were I . 
an abfolute prince (faid he),;, and that fellow one . 
of my fubjefts, I would order him to be cloath'd 
in fack-cloth, and he Should drive my affcs to 
water, that his lofty fpirit might be lowered to . 
the level of his deferts. The pride of a peacock 
is downright felf-deniaJ, when compared with . 
the vanity of that coxcomb,, which was naturally . 
arrogant, but is., now. rendered altogether into- 
lerable, , 
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ttrabfe, by the rq)utation he acquired at Bath, 
for kicking a bully, outwitting a club of raw^ 
ftarpers, and divtrs other pranks, in the execu- 
tion of which he was more lucky than wife. But 
mnhing has contributed fo much td the increalc 
of his infolence and felf-conceit, as the favour h6 
fonnd among the ladies. Ay, the ladies. Madam, 
I care not who knows it': the ladies, who (t6 
their honour be it fpoken) never fail to patroniz6' 
foppery and folly, provided they folicit their en- 
couragement; Ahd yet this dog was not on the 
footing of thofe hermaphrodltical animals, wh6 
may be reckoned among the number of waiting- 
women, who air your fcifts, comb your lap-dogsj 
examine your nofes with riiagnifying glaflei 
in order to fqueeze but the worms, clean yout 
leeth-brufhes, fweet^n your hahdkerchiefe^ and 
foften watte |)idp«r for your joccafioiy. Thii 
fellow ftckte was entertained for more itnportani 
pufpofes ; his tumpf duty never ^am^ till all 
thofe lapwings wtfb gone to rooft ; then ht 
fcaled windows, leaped over gkrden-walls, and 
Vras tet in by MtS. Betty in the dark. Nayi 
flie magiftrates of Bath comphmented him with 
Ae freedom of the corporation, merely becaufe, 
through his means, the waters had gained extra- 
ordinary credit ; for every female of a tolerable 
appearance, that went thither on account of her 
fierilitv, got the better of her complaint, during 
his refidence at the Bath : and now, the fellow 
thinks no woman can withftand His' addrefles.' 
He had not been here three minutes, wjien t 
could perceive with half an eye, thai he ha4 
marked out your grace for a conqueft : I ^eari 
in an honourable way ; though the rafcal ha^ 
impudence enough to attempt any thin^." S6 
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layxn^, he fixed his eyes upon the duchefs^ wh^ 
(whije her face glowed with indignation) turning 
to her confidant, expreffed herfel? in thefe words. 
•* Upon my life ! I believe there is aSually fome 
truth in what this old ruffian fays ; I have myfelf 
obferved that young fellow eying me with a very 
particular ftare." " It is not to be at all won- 
dered at (faid her friend), that a youth of his 
complexion (hould be fenfible to the charms of 
your grac^ I but I dare fay, he would not pre- 
fume to entertain any, but the mofl honourable 
Mid refpeftful fentiments." " Refpeftful fenti- 
ments ! (cried my lady, with a. look of ineffable 
difdain) if I thought the fellow had affurance 
enough to think ofme in any fhape, I proteft I 
would forbid him my houfe. Upon my honour,, 
fuch inftances of audacity (hould induce perlons 
of quality to keep your fmall gentry at a greater 
diftance ; for they are very apt to grow impu- 
dent, upon the lead countenance or encourage- 



ment," 



Cadwallader, iatisfied with thi» declaration^ 

changed the fubjed of difcourfe, and next day 

communicated his difcovery to his friend Picklej^ 

who, upon this occafion, felt the moft flinging 

fenfations of mortified pride, and refolved ta 

quit his profjpeft with a good grace. Nor did the 

execution of this felf*denying fcheme cofl him 

one moment's uneafinefs ; lor his heart had never 

been interefled in the purfuit, and his vanity tri- 

unuphed in the thoughts of manifefting his iur 

difference. Accordingly, the very next time he 

vifited her grace, his behaviour was remarkably 

frank, fprightly, and difen gaged ; and the fubjeft 

of love being artfully introduced by the widow 

wbo bad been direded to found his inclinations^ 

be 
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ht raBied the paflion with great eafe and fisverityf 
and made no fcruple of declaring himfelf heart^t 
whole. 

Though the duchefs had re ented his fuppofed 
affeSion, ihe was now offended at his inlenubilityf 
and even fignified her difguft, by obferving, that 
perhaps his attention to his own qualifications 
fcreened him from tlie impreilion of all other 
objeds. 

While he enjoyed this farcafm, the meaning of 
which be could plainly difcern, the con^iany was 
joined by a certain virtuofo, who had gained free 
accels to all the great families of the I^nd, by his 
notable talent of goffiping and buffoonery. He 
was now in the feventy-fifth year of his age ; his 
birth was fo obfcure, tliat he fcarce knew his fa- 
ther's name, his education fuitable to the dignity 
of his defoent, his chara&er publicly branded witn 
homicide, profligacy, and breach of truft; yet 
this man, by the happy inheritance of impreg- 
nable effrontery, and a lucky profiitution of ail 
principle in rendering himfelf fubfervient to the 
appetites of the great, had attained to an inde* 
pendency of fortune, as well as to fucli a particular. 
ffiare of favour among the quality, that although^ 
he was well known to have pimped for three ge- 
nerations of the nobility, there was not a lady of 
fafliion in the kingdom, who fcruplet! to admit 
him to her toilette, or even to be fquired by him, 
iii any place of public entertainment. Not but 
that this-fage was occafioiially ufeful to his fellow- 
creatures, by thefe connexions with people of 
fortune; for he often undertook to folic »t charity 
in behalf of diftreffed objects, witji -a view of em*^ 
bezzling one half of the beucfadions. It was an 
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errand of thi» kind that now broyght him to tlf& - 
houfe of her grace. 

After having fat a few minutes, he told the 
company, that he would favour them with a very - 
proper opportunity to extend their benevolence^ 
for the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was. 
jreduced to the moft abjedi mil^ry, by the death of ' 
her huiband, and jufl delivered of a couple of fine 
boys. They, moreover, underftbod from his in^ 
formation, that this objedl was daughter of a good 
family, who had renounced her, in confequence 
of her marrying an enfign without a fortune ; and 
even obftruded his promotioir with all their in- 
fluence and }X)wer ; a circumftance of barbarity,^ . 
which hadTTiacfc fuch animpreffion upon his mind, - 
as difordered his brain, and drove him to defpair^.. 
in a fit of which he had made away with himfelf,:: 
leaving his wife then big with child, to all the- 
horrors of indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticifms on this pathetic 
pifture, which the old man drew with great ex- 
preJFion. My lady duchefs concluded, that flie* 
muft be a creature void of all feeling and re-- 
fleftion, who could furvive fuch aggravated mi- 
fery ; therefore, did not deferve to be relieved, . 
except in the character of a conunon beggar ; - 
and was generous enough to offer a recommend- 
ation, by which (he would be admitted into an^ 
infirmary, to which her grace was ar fubfcriber ; 
at the fame time, advifing the folicitor to fend 
the twins to the Foundling-Hofpital, where they^ 
would be carefully nurfed and bi«ought up, fo as* 
to become ufeful members to the commonwealth.. 
Another lady> with all due deference to the opi- 
nion of the duchefs, was free enough to blame- 
fhe generofity of her grace, which would only 

ferve 
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ferve to encourage children- in their difobedicnce' 
to their parents^ and might be the means not only 
of prolonging the diftrefs of the wretched crea- 
ture, but alfo of ruining the conftitution of forae 
young heir, perhaps the hope of a great family t 
for (he did fuppofe that madam, when her month 
fliould be up, and her brats difpofed of, would 
foread her attraftions to the public (providM 
me could profit by her pcrfon), and, in the ufiial 
way, make a regular progrefs from St. James'^ 
to Drury-lane. She apprehended, for thefc rea- 
fons, that their compaffion would he moft eflec- 
tually (hewn, in leaving her to perifh in her pre- 
fent neceflTity : and tliat the old gentleman would 
be unpardonable, (hould he per (ill in his endea- 
vours to relieve her. A third membet of this 
tender-hearted fociety, after having aflted tf the 
young woman was hand fome ; and been anfwercd 
m the negative, allowed that there was a great 
deal of reafon in what had been faid by the ho- 
nourable pcrfon who had fpoke laft ; ncverthc- 
Icfs, (he humbly conceived her fentence would 
admit of (bme mitigation. " Let the bantlings, 
ffaid fhe) be fent to the hofpital, according to 
riie advice of her grace, and a fmall colledtion 
be made for the prefent fupport of the mother; 
and when her health is recovered, I will take 
her into my family, in quality of an upper fer- 
vant, or medium between me and my woman ; 
for, upon my life I 1 can't endiu'e to chide, or 
give directions to a creature, who is, in point of 
birth and education, but one degree above the 
vulgar." 

Tiiis propofal met with unlverfal approbation. 
The duchefs (to her immortal honour) began 
the contribution with a- crown y fo that the reft 
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of the company were obliged to reftrift their li- 
berality to half the fum, that her grace might not 
be affronted: and the propofer demanding the 
poor woman's name and place of abode, the old 
mediator could not help giving her lady (hip a ver- 
bal direction, though he was extremely mortified 
(on more accounts than one} to find fuch an iiTue 
to his folicitation. . 

Peregrine, whp, though humorous as winter^ had 
€ tear for pity ^ and an hand open as day for melting 
charity i was (hocked at the nature and refult of 
this ungenerous confultation. He contributed 
his half-crown, however ; and retiring from the 
company, betook himfelf to the lodgings of the 
iqjlom lady in the ilraw, according to the di- 
xeAion he had heard. Upon inquiry, he under- 
jlood» that (he was thei^ vifited by fome chari- 
table gentlewoman, who had fent for a nurfe, and 
waited the return of the nieflfenger ; and he fent 
up his refpedis, defiring he might be permitted 
to fee her, o^ pretence of having been intimate 
with her kte hiifband. 

Though the poor, woman had never heard of 
his name, (he did not think proper to deny his 
requefl' ; and he was condufteJ to a paultry 
chamber in the third ftory, where he found this 
unhappy widow fitting upon '<% truckle-bed, and 
fuckling one of her infants, with the moft piteous 
expreflTion of angu'fh in her features, which 
were naturally regular and fweet, while the 
other was fondled on the knee of a perfon, whofe 
attention was fo much engroflfed by her little 
charge, that for tl^e f refent (he could mind no- 
thing ' Ife: and it was not till after the firft com- 
pliments palTcd betwixt the haplefs mother and 
our adventuier, that he perceived the ftranger^s 

countc- 
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countenance, which infpiied him with the higheft 
eileem and admiration. He beheld all the graces 
of elegance and beauty, breathing ientiment and 
beneficence, and foftened into the moff inchant* 
ing tendernefs of weeping fvmpathy. Whea 
he declared the caufe of his vifit, which was na 
other than the defire of befriending the diflrefled 
lady, to whom he prefented a bank-note for 
twenty pounds, he was favoured with fuch a. 
look of complacency by this amiable pliantom,^ 
who might have been juflly taken fos an angel 
minifiering to the neceffities of mortals, that hisr 
whole foul was tranfported with love and vene- 
ration. Nor was this prepofleffion diminifhed by. 
the information of the widow^ who, after having 
manifeiled her gratitude in a flood of tears, told 
him, that the unknown object of his efteem wat 
a perfon of lionour, who having heard by accr-^ 
dent of her deplorable fituation, had immediately 
obeyed the dilates of her humanity, and come 
in perlbn to relieve her dlfirefs ; that (he had not 
only generoufly fupplied her with money for pre- 
fent fuftenance, but alfo undertaken to provide a 
nurfe for her babes, and even promifed to favour 
her with protedlion, (hculd (he furvive her pre- 
fent melanclioly fituation. To thele articles o£ 
intelligence Ihe addcd^ that tlie name of her be- 

nefaclrefs was the celebrated lady y to whofe. 

chara£ler the youth was no ftranger, though Ive 
had never feen her perfon before. The killings 
edge of her charms was a little blunted by the ac- 
cidents of time and fortivie j but no man of tafte 
and imagination, whofc ner\es were not quite 
chilled with the froft of age, could, even at that 
time, look upon hor with impunity. And as 
Peregrine favv her attradtions heightened by the 
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tender office in which fhe was engaged, he was 
fmitten with her beauty, and fo ravifhed with her 
compaflioh, that he could not fupprefs his emo- 
tions, but applauded her benevolence with all the 
-v^armth of enthufiafm. 

Her ladyfhip received his compliments with 
great politenefs and affability. And the occafion 
on which they ihet being equally interefllrig to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between them> 
ind they concerted meafures for the benefit of the 
widow and her two children, one of whom our 
hero befpoke for his own godfon ; for Pickle was- 
Kot fo obfcure in the beau monde, but that his^ 
fahie had reached the ears of this lady, w^ho, there- 
fore, did not difcourage his advances towards hef 
frietidfhip and efteem. 

All the particulars relating to their charge be- 
Hig adjufted, he attended her lady {hip to her own 
Koufe ; and, by her converfation, had the pleafure 
of finding her underftanding fuitable to her other 
accomplifliment^. Nor had fhe any reafon t«> 
Ihink, that our hero's qualifications had been ex*- 
aggerated by common report. 

One of their adopted children died before ifc^ 
was baptized ; fo that their care concentered in 
the other, for whom they flood fponfors. Under- 
ftanding that the old agent was become trouble-^ 
fome in his vifits to the mother, to whom he now 
began to adminifter fuch counfel as (hocked the 
cleficacy of her virtue, they removed her into ano-- 
ther lodging, where fhe would not be expofed to 
his machinations. In lefs than a month, our hero 
learn'd from a nobleman of his acquaintance, that 
the hoary pandar had actually engaged to procure 
for him, this poor afflicted gentlewoman ; and^ 
, being fruftrated in his intention, fubllituted in her 
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TGom a nymph from the purlieus of Govcnt-^gar- 
den, that made his lordflup fmart feverely for the- 
favours Ihe beftbwed. 

Mean while. Peregrine cultivated his new ac- 
quaintance with alt his art and affiduity, pre- 
fuming, from the circumftances of her reputation 
and fate, as well as on the ftrength of his own 
merit, that, in thne, he fhould be able to indulge 
that paflion which had begun to glow within his 
breaft. 

As her lady fhtp had undergone a vaft variety of 
fortune and adventure, which he had heard in- 
diftindly related, with numberlefs errors and mif— 
reprefentations, he was nofooner intitled, by the 
familiarity of communication, to afk fuch a favour, 
than he eameftly entreated her to entertain him 
with the particulars of her ftory j and, by dint of 
importunity, fhe was at length prevailed ujjon 
fin a feleft partie) to gratily his curioCty in thefe 
words. • 

e H A p. LXXXI; 
The memoirs of a lady of quality. 

BY the circumftances of the ftbry which I am- 
going to relate, you will be convinced of' 
ifty candour, while you are informed of my in- 
difcrction-: you will be enabled, I hope, to per- 
ceive, that howfoever my head may have crrcdy 
ray heart hath always been uncorrupted, and that 
I have been unhappy, becaufe I hvedj and was a_ 
woman. 
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J believe I need not obfcrve, that I was the 
Oidy diild of a man of good fortune, who in- 
dulged me, in my infancy, with all the tendernefs 
of paternal affe^ibn; and when I was fix years 
old, fent me to a private fchool, where I flayed 
till my age was doubled, and became fuch a fa- 
vourite, that I was (even in thofe early days) car- 
pied to all the places of public diverfion, the-court 
icfelf not excepted ;, an indulgence that flattered 
my love of pleafure, to which I was naturally ad- 
^i£ted, and encouraged thofe ideas of vanity and 
ambition,, which fpring up fo early in the human 
mind. 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and difinterefted ; 
though I was fo obfliiKitely attached to my own 
opinions that I could not well brook contra- 
didlion ; and in the whole of my difpofition, re- 
fembled that of Henry the fifth, as defcribed by 
Shakefpeare, 

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where 
I was firfl introduced into the world as a wo- 
man-, having been intitled to that privilege by 
my perfon, which was remarkably tall for my^ 
years ; and there my fancy was quite captivated 
by the variety of diverfions in which I was con- 
tinually engaged : not that the parties were alto- 
gether new to me, but becaufe I now found 
myfelf confidered as a perfon of confequence, and 
tirrounded by a crowd of admirers, who courted 
my accpiaintance, and fed my vanity with praife. 
and adulation. In ftiort, whether or not Lde* 
ferved- their encomiums, I leave the world to 
judge; but my perfon was commeivied, and ray: 
talent in dancing met with univerfal applaufe^ 
No wonder then, that every thing appeared joy- 
ous 
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ous to a young creatuie^ who was fo void of ex* 
perience and diflimulation, that (he believed every 
body's heart as fmcere as her own, and every 
obje£l fuch as it appeared to be. 

Among the fwams who (ighed, or pretended 
to figh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal 
(hare of my favour (it was too fuperficial to de- 
ferve the name of love). One of thefe was a for- 
ward youth of fix teen, extremely handfome, 
lively, and impudent: He attended in quality 
of page upon the princefs Amelia, who fpent 
that feafon at the Bath ; the other was a Scotch 
nobleman turned of thirty, who was graced with 
a Ted ribbon, and danced particularly well, two 
qualifications of great weight with a girl of my 
age, whofe heart was not dfeeply intcrefted in the 
caufe. Neverthelefs, the page prevailed over this 
formidable rival ; thougn our amour went no 
farther than a little flirtrng^ and ceafed entijFelyr 
when I left the place* 

Next year, however, I revifited this agreeable 
fi:ene, and paffed my time in the fame circle of 
amufements y in which, indeed^ each feafon at 
Bath is exadlly refembled by that which fucceedst 
allowing for the difference of company, which is 
continually varying. There I met with the fame 
incenfe, and again had my favourite, who was 
a North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty 
years of age, and a little lame, an impediment 
which I did not difcover, until it was pointed out 
by fome of my companions, who rallied me upon 
my choice. He was always chearful, and very 
amorous, had a good countenance, and an exp- 
edient underftanding, pofTeffed a great deal of 
art, and would have perfuaded me to marry him> 
had I not been reftramed by the authority of my 
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; dther, whofe confent was not to be obtained iii^ 
favour of a man of his fortune. 

At the fame tirtie, many prOpofak of marriage ' 
were made to my parents ; but as they came from 
pieople whom I' did not Kke, I rejedled them all^ . 
being determined to refufe every man who did' 
iiot make his addrefles to myfelf in perfon, becaufe 
I: had no notion of marry ing.for ai^ thing jbut • 
love. 

Amoiig thefe forraEd propofers Was a Scottifk* 
earl, whofe pretenfions were broko/SfTby forhe 
difference about fettlements ; and the fon of an 
. Enghfti barony with whom my father was in 
treaty, when he Carried me to town, on a vifit to 
a young lady, with whom I had been intimate 
from my infancy. She was juft delivered of her. 
firft fon, for-whbm we ilbod fponfdrs : fo that this' 
Occafion detained tis a whole mohth, during^^ 
which, I went t6 Si baill at coUrt on the Queen's • 
birth-d^, andtherc, for thfefirft time, felt what 
love and beauty weret'^ 

The fecond Vfoa of dufce KF— — „ who had 
juft returned front his travels, was dancing with 
die princefs royal, when a young lady came and 
defired me to go and fee a ftranger, whom all the 
world admired: upon which I followed her in- 
to the circle, and obferved this objeft of admira- 
tion. He was dreffed in a coat of white cloth, 
faced with blue fattin embroidered with filver, of 
the fame piece with his waiftcoat ; his fine hair 
hung down his back in ringlets below his waift,' 
his hat was laced with filver, and garni ffied with 
a white feather; but his perfon beggared all 
dcfcription. He was tall and graceful, neither 
corpulent nor meagre, his limbs finely propor- 
tioned, his countenance^ opca and majellic, his 
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eyes full of fwcetnefs and vivacity, his teeth re- 
gular, and his pouting lips of the complexion of 
the damaflc rofe. In fhort, he was formed for love,, . 
and infpircd it wbere\'er he appeared ; nor wa« . 
he a niggard of his talents, but liberally returned 
it ; at leaft what pafled for (xich : Jbr he had a 
flow of gallantry, fot which many ladies of thit 
land can vouch from their own experience ; but 
he exclaimed againfl: marriage, becaufe he had^. 
as yet, met -with no womart^ to whofe charms hb 
would furrendcr his liberty, though a princefs of 
France, and a lady of the fanie rank in ■ ■ »> 

were faid to be, at that time, enamoured of his 
perfon. 

I went home, totally ingrofled by his idea, flat* 
tering myfelf, that he had obferved me with fome. 
attention \ for I wa^ young and nasfff ftod had the : 
gDod fortune to attrad the notice aad apj^robat 
tion of the queen >herielf. 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 
iiirprifed with the appearance of this amiable 
ftranger, who no fooner faw me enter, than he 
approached fo near to thepFace where I fat, that * 
I overheard what be faid to his companions ; and> 
was fo happy as to find myfelf the objed of hit . 
difcourfe, which aboimded with rapturous cx- 
preflions of love and admiration*. 

I could not liften to thefe tranfports without 
emotion ; my colour changed, my heart throbbed 
with unuTual violence, and my eyes betrayed my 
inclination in fundry favourable glances, which 
he feemed to interpret aright, though he could' 
not then avail himfelf of his fuccefs, fo far as to - 
communicate his fcntimcnts by fpeech, becaufe 
we. were. flrangers ta each other* 
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I paJDTed that night in the moft anxious ftilpenfcp 
and Teveral days dapfed before I faw him again^ 
At length, however, being at court on a oall' 
night, and determined againft dancing,. I per* 
ceived him among the csowd, and, to my un-* 
fpeakable joyy faw him advance with my lorct 

F -, who introduced him to my acquaintance.^ 

He foon found means to alter my refokition ; anci 
1 condefcended to be his partner all the evening v 
during which he declared his paffion in tlie moi£ 
tender and perfualive terms that real love couIcC 
diiStato, or fruitful imagination invents 

I believed his protellations, becaufe I wiihe^ 
than true, and was an unexperienced girl of fif- 
teen. I complied with his earned requeil of 
being permitted to>vifit>me,.and even, invited him 
to breakfaft next morning; fo that you may imar 
gine (I fpeak to thofe that feef) I did not, that 
night, enjoy much repofe. Such was the hurry 
and flutter of my fpirits, that I rofe at fix to re- 
ceive him af ten^ I drelTed myfelf in a new pink 
iattin-gown and my beft laced night-cloaths, ancD 
was fa animated by theoccaHon, that if ever I 
deferved^a compliment upon my looks^it was my 
due at this meeting*. 

The wiQied-for moment came, that brought 
my lover to my view : I was overwhelmed with 
joy, modefty, and fear of 1 knew not what. Wc 
(at down to breakfaft, but did not eat. He re- 
newed hisaddreifes with irrefillible eloquence,, and 
preffed me to accept of his hand without farther 
hefitation : but, to fuch a precipitate ftep I ob* 
jeded, as a meafure repugnant to decency, as well 
as to that duty which I owed to my father, whom 
i tenderly loved* 

Though 
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Though 1 withftood this premature propofalt 
I did not attempt to difguife the (ituation of faf 
thoughts ; and thus commenced a tender corre* 
fpondence, which Was maintained by letters while 
I remained in th^ country, and carried on {when 
I was in town) by private interviews, twice or 
thrice a week, at the houfe of my milliner, where 
fuch endearments pafled as refined and happy 
lovers know, and others can only guefs. Truth 
and innocence prevailed on my fide, while his 
heart was fraught with Cncerity and love* Such 
frequent intercourfe created an intimacy which 
I began to think dangerous, and therefore yielded 
to his repeated defire that we might be united 
for ever : nay, I refolved to avoid him, until the 
day (hould be fixed, and very innocently (though 
jiot very wifely) told him my reafon for this 
determination, which was no other than a con- 
fcioufnefs of my incapacity to refufe him any 
thing he (hould demand as a teftimony of my 
love.. 

The time was accordingly appointed, at the 
dl (lance of a few days, during which I intended 
to have implored my father's confent, though I 
had but faint hopes of obtaining it : but he was 
by forae means or other apprized of our defign, 
before I could prevail upon myfelf to make him 
acquainted with our purpofe. I had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the preceding even- 
ing, and there, perhaps, our eyes betrayed us. 

Certain it is, feveral of lord W m's relations, 

who difapproved of the match, came up and ral- 
lied him on his paffion ; lord S k in particu- 
lar, ufed this remarkable expreffion, ** Nephew, 
^ as much love as you pleafe» but no matri- 
9 mony.*' 
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Next day» the priQlt being priqpared, s^tl thfe 

4iridegroom waiting for me ar che appointed places 

in all the tranfports of inlpatient expe6lation> «I 

was, without any. previous warning, carried iiitp 

■ the country by my father, who' took no nbtice of 

the intelligence he had received, but decoyed me 

♦into the coach Xxn pretence of* taking the air; 

tmd when we had proceeded'as far as Turnham* 

<green, gave me to Onderftand, th^t he wouk) 

dine in th^t place* 

There was no remedy: 1 was obliged to bear 
my difappointment,'though with an aching heart) 
Und followed him up Aairs into an apartment^ 
^here he told me he was minutely informed of 
my matrimonial fcheme. 1 did not attempt to 
difguife the truth, but afliired hiro, while the 
'tears gufh^^d from my eyes, that my want of 
courage alone bad hindered me from making him 
privy to my paffion ; though 1 owned, I ihould 
have married lord W- — ^^m, even though h& 
had difapproved of my choice. I reminded him 
'of the tmeafy life 1 led at home, and frankly 
acknowle3ged, that I loved my admirer too weft 
"•to live without him; though if he would favoui" 
me with his confertt, I would defer my interitioh) 
^nd pundually obferve ahy day he would fix for 
-our nuptials. Mean while, 1 begged he would 

permit me to fend aftieflkge to lord W m, 

^ho was waiting in expectation of my comings 
^and might (without fuch notice) imagine I was 
playing the jilt. He granted this laft requeft ; 
in confcquence of which, I fent a letter to my 
lover, who, when he received it, had almoft 
fainted away, believing I flioi|ld be locked up 
in the country, and fnatcbed for ever from his 
arms. Tortured with thefe apprehenfions, he 

+ clvan^ed 
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cbanged cloaths immediately, and taking herfei 
refolved to follow me wkitherfoever we ihould 

go- 
After dinner, we proreeded as farasBrentfordi^ 

"where we lay, intending to beat my father •« 
country-hou& next night ; and my admirer put- 
ting up at the fame inn, pra6iifed every expe«> 
dient his invention could mggefi, ^to procure an 
interview; but all his endeavours were unfuccefs^ 
ful, becaufe I, who little dreamt of his being fo 
near, liad gone to bed upon our firft arrival^ 
overwhelmed with afflidlion and' tears. 

In the morning Lthrew myfejf at ray father*s 
feet, "and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal 
affeclion, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
feeing my admirer once more, before 1 fhould be / 
conveyed from his wiflieis. . The melancholy con* 
dition in which i preferred this fupplication^ 
melted -the tender heart of my parent, who yield- 
.ed to my fohcitatlons, and carried me back to 
town for thatpurpofe* 

Lord W m, who had watched our mo'* 

'tions, and arrived at his own lodgings before 
we arrived .at my father's houfe, obeyed my 
fummons on the inilant, and appeared before me 
like an angel. Our faculties were, for fome mi- 
nutes, fufpended by a conf]i£l of grief and joy*^ 
At length, I recovered the ufe of fpeech, and 
gave him to under Hand, that I vH come to 
town in order to take my leave of him, by the 
permiflion of my father, whom I had promifed 
to attend into the country next day, before he 
would confent to my return ; the chief caufe and 
pretence of which, was my earned defire to con- 
vince him, that I was not to blame for the dif- 
appointment he had fufFered, and that 1 (hould 
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lee him again in k month, when the nuptial knot 
fliould be tied in fpite of ali oppofition^ 

My iover, who was better acquainted with 
the world, had well nigh rim diftra£led with 
this information. He fwore he would not leave 
me, until I Ihould promife to meet and marry him 
next day; or, if I refufed to grant that requeft, 
he would immediately leave the kingdom, to 
which he would never more return ; and before 
his departure, facrifice lord H— B — , fon to the 

duke of S. A , who was the only perfon upon 

earth who could have betrayed us to my father, 
becaufe he alone was trufted with the fecret of 
our intended marriage, and had actually under- 
taken to give me away ; an office which he 
afterwards declined. Lord W m alfo af- 
firmed, that my father decoyed me into the 
country, with a view of cooping me up, and fe^- 
queftering me entirely from his view and corre- 
Ipondence. 

In vain I pleaded my father's well-known ten- 
dernefs, and ufed all the arguments I could re- 
coUefl: to divert him from his revenge upon lord 

H . He was deaf to all my reprefentations, 

and nothing, I found, would prevail upon hiiri 
to fupprefs his refentment, but a pofitive promife 
to comply with his former defire. I told him, I 
would hazard every thing to make him happy ; 
but could not, with any regard to my duty, take 
fuch a ftep without the knowledge of my pa- 
rent ; or, if I were fo inclined, it would be im- 
pradicable to elude his vigilance and fufpicion. 
However, he employed fuch pathetic remon- 
ftrances, and retained fuch a powerful advocate 
within my own bread, that, before we parted, I 
allured him, my whole power fliould be exerted 

fox 
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for hfe fatisfaftion ; and he fignified his refalution 
of fitting up all night, in expeftation of feeing 
me at his lodgings. ? ' 

He had no fooner retired, "thsrn I went into the 
next room, and defired my father -to fix a day 
for the marriage ; in which cafe, I would chear* 
folly wait upoti him into the country ; whereas, 
fh(^uld he deny my requeft, on pretence of flay-* 
ing for the confeiit of my mother's relations, 
which was ^ery uncertain, I would feize the firft 
opportunity of tnarrying lord W ■ m, coft 
what it would. He confented to the match, but 
would not appoint a day for the ceremony, which 
he propofed to defer until all parties fhould be 
agreed i and fuch a fevourable crifis, I feared* 
' would^'HeVer happen. 

I therefore refolved Ivrthinmyfelf to gratify my 
lover's expe£lation, by eloping, if poffible, that 
very night ; though the ek)2cution of th'ti plan 
was extremely difficult, becaufe my father was 
$pon the alarm, and ray own maid, who was m/ 
bedfellow, altogether in his interell. Notwith- 
Sanding thefe confiderations, I found means to 
engage one 6f the houfe-tnaids in my behalf, who, 
befpoke Q§t hackney-coach, to be kept in waiting 
sdl night ; and to bed I went with my Abigail,; 
whom (as I had not clofed an eye) I waked about. 
hve in the morning, and feht to pack up fome 
things for our intended journey. 

While fhe wjis thus employed, I got up, and. 
huddied on my cloaths, Handing upon my pil- 
low,, left my father, who lay in the chamber bc- 
I^W, ihould h^r me afoot, and fufpedl my de- 
fign. r 1 : 

Having iireflec^ myfelf with great difpatch and 
diforder, I flounced dg\^a flairs,. ilalkuA^ di ^t,^- 

Vol. III. E nW^ 
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vity as I could tread, that he migfat miftake me 
{broneofthefervants; and Aiy confederate open- 
ing the door, I Tallied out into the flreet, though 
I knevrnot which way to turn ; and, to my un- 
speakable mortification, neither coach iK>r chai)r 
a|>peared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope 
ef finding a convenience ; and being hot only dif- 
appotnted in tliat particular, but alfo bewildered 
in my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly 
alarmed with the apprehenfion of being met by 
feme perlbn who might know me ; becaufe, in 
that cafe, my defign would undoubtedly have 
been difcovci^, from every circumfiance of my 
appearance at that time of day, for I had put 
on the very deaths which I had pulled off over 
night, fo that my drefs was altogether odd and 
peculiar : my fhoes were very fine, and over a 
large hoop I wore a pink fattin quilted petticoat 
trimmed with filver, which was partly covered 
by a white dimity night-gown, a full quarter of 
a yard too (hort : my handkerchief and apron 
vere hurried on without pinning ; my night-cap 
cotdd not contain my^hair, which hung about 
my cars in great diibrder, and my countenance 
denoted a mixture of hope and fear, joy and 
ihame. 

In this dilemma, I made my addrefles to that 
honourable member of fociety, a fhoe-black, whom 
I eameftly intreated to provide me with a «coach 
or chair, promifing to reward him liberally for 
his trouble : but he having the misfortune to be 
lame, was unable to keep up ^ith my pace ; fo 
that, by his advice and dirediion, I went into the 
flrft public houfe I found open, where I flayed 
/ofne time^ in the utmoft conftetiiatioft, among 
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a crew of wretches whom I thought proper to 
bribe for their civility, not without the terror of 
being ftripped. At length, however, my mef- 
fenger returned with a chair, of which I took im- 
me£ate pofleffion ; and fearing that, by this time» 
my family would be alarmed, and fend dire£lly to 

lord W m*s lodgings, I ordered myfelf to 

be carried thither backwards, that fo I might pafs 
undifcovered. 

This {tratagem fucceeded according to my 
wiih ; I ran up ilairs, in a ftate of trepidation, 
to my faithful lover, who waited for me with 
the moft impatient and fearful fufpence. At fight 
of me his eyts lightened with tranfport ; he 
caught me in his arms^ as the richeft prefent hea- 
ven could beftow ; gave me to underftand that 
my father had already fent to his lodgings in queft 
of me ; then applauding my love and refolution 
m the moll rapturous terms, he ordered a hack* 
ney-coach to be called, and that we might run 
no rifque of feparation, attended me to church, 
where we were lawfully joined in the fight of 
heaven. 

His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation : I dreaded the fight of 
my father, and fhared all the forrow he fufFered on 
account of my undutiful behaviour : for I loved 
him with fuch*piety of affeftion, that I would 
have endured every other fpecies of diftrefs, ra- 
ther than have given him the leaft uneafmefs : but 
love (where he reigns in full empire) is altoge- 
ther irrefiftible, furmounts every difficulty, and 
fwallows up all other confiderations. This was 
the cafe with me ; and now the irrevocable flep 
was taken, my firft care was to avoid his fight. 
With this viewj I begg'd that lord W-— m 
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' rwould think of fome remote place in the countjy:, 

to which we might, retire for the prefent ; and he 

forthwith CQndu£teu me to a houfe on Blackheath, 

where we were very civilly received by a laugh- 

,tQr-joving dame, who feemed to miftake me for 

,. one of her own fiflerhood. 

I no fooner perceived her opinion » than I de- 
fired lord W— — *ra ^o? undeceive her ; \ipon 
which (he ^as made acquainted with the nature 
of my fituation, and fhovved us into a private room, 
where I called for pen and paper, and wrote an 
apology to my father, for havmg a6led contrary 
to his will, in fo important a concern. 

This. ,tafk being performed, the bridegroom 
gave me to underftand, that there was a necellity 

Jk tor our being bedde^d immediately, in order to 
render the marriage binding, left my father (hould 
difcover and part us before confummation. I 
pleaded hard for a refpite till the evening, ob- 

1 jecSling to. the indecency of going to bed before 
noon ; but he found means to invalidate all my 
arguments, and to convince me, -that it was now 
niv duty to pbey. . Rather than hazard the im- 
putation of being phftinate ajid refraftory on the 
firfl day of my probation, 'I faffered myfelf to be 
led into a chamber, which was darkened by my 
exprefs ftipulation, that my (hame and confufion 
might be the better concealed, and yielded to the 
privilege of a dear hufband, who loved me ^d 
adoration. 

» 

About five o'clock in the afternoon we w^re 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be 
ready at four ; but fuch a paltry care had been 
' forgot, amidil the tranfports of our mutual blifs. 
We got up, however, and when we came -down 
flairs, I was afliamed to fee the light of day, or 
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mt-tt the eyes of my beloved lorcfi I ate little, 
faid lefs, was happy, though overwhelmed with 
confufion, underwent a thoufand agitations, fome 
af which were painfull but by far the greater 
part belonged to rapture and delight yvic were 
imparadifed in the gratification of oar mutnall 
wiihes, and felt all that lov^e.canteflow, and fen- 
fibility enjoy. 

In the twilight we returned to lord W-*— m*s 
lodgings in town, where I received a letter from 
my father, importing, that he would never fee 
me again. But there was one circumftance in his 
manner of writing, from which I conceived a 
happy prefage o£his fiiture indulgence* He had 
begun with hi& ufual appellation of Dear Fanny y 
which,4hough it was expunged to make way for 
tbie word Madam^ encouraged me to hope that 
his paternal fondnefs was not yet extinguiflied. 

At- fupper we were vifited by lord W — '■ — m's 
younger ufter, who laughed at us for our incon-, 
fiderate match, though Ine owned, flie envied our. 
happinefs, and offered me the ufe of her.cloaths^ 
untiM could retriev-erny own. She* was a wo- 
man of a great deal of humour, plain but genteel^ 
civil, friendly, and perfedlly well bred. She fa^. 
voured us with her company till the night was 
pretty far advanced, and did not take her leave 
till we retired to our apartment. . 

As our lodgings were not fpacious or magnifi- 
cent, we refolved to fee little company ; but this 
refolution was fruftrated by the numerous ac- 
quaintance of lord W. m, who let in half the 

town ; fo that I ran the gauntlet for a whole 
week among a fet of wits, who always delight 
inteafing a young creature of any note, when 
Sic happens to make fuch a ftolen match. Among , 

E 3 thoie 
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thofe that vifited us upon this occafion, wai my 
lord's younger brother^ who was at that time in 
keeping wipi a rich heirefs of mafculine memory, 
and took ^hat opportunity of making a parade 
witli his equipage, which was indeed very mag- 
nificent, but altogether difregarded by usj whofe 
happinefs confifted in the opulence of mutual 
love. 

' This ceremony of receiving vifits bein^ per- 
formed, we went to wait on his mother the 

duchefs of H , who hearing I was an heirefs, 

readily forgave her fon for marrying without her 
knowledge and confent, and favoured us with a 
very cordial reception ; infomuch that, for fcveral 
months, we dined almoft conftantly at her table ; 
and I muft own, I always found her unaltered in 
her civility and affeftion, contrary to her general 
charailer, which was haughty and capricious. She 
was undoubtedly a woman of great fpirit and un- 
derftanding, but fubjeft to an infirmity which 
very much impairs arid difguifes every other qua*- 
lification. 

In about tbrce weeks after our marriage, I Was 
fo happy as to obtain the forgivenefs of my fa- 
ther, to whofe houfe we repaired, in order to pay 
ottr refpefts and fubmiflion. At fight of me he 
wcpt^ nor did I behold his tears unmo\^ed ! my 
heart was overcharged \nth tender nefs and for- 
row, for having ponded fuch an indulgent pa- 
rent ; fo that I mingled my tears with his, while 
my dear huflband, whofe foul was of the fofteft 
and gentleft mould, melted with fympathy at the 
afiefling fcene. 

Being thus reconciled to my father, we at- 
tended him into the country, where we were re- 
ceived by my mother, who was a fcnfible good 

woman » 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 79 

woman, t]^ not. {iifceptible to love, and there^ 
fore lefs apt to eT^cufe a weaknefs, to which Am 
was an utter ftranger. This was likewife the cafii 
wi(h an uncle, from whom I had great expeda<> 
tions. He was a plain good-natured man, and 
treated us with great coMrteiy ; tho' his notions^ 
in point of love, were ngt exadly conformable 
to oi^-s. Neyerthelefs, I was» ana feemed to bo 
fo happy in my choice, that my family not only 
became fat;isfied with the match, but exceedingly 
fond of lord W- m. 

After a (hort ftay with them in the country, 
we returned to London, in o/der to be introduced 
at court, and then fet oitt for the North, on a 

viQt to my brother-in-law die duke of H » 

who ha4 by a letter to lord W m, invited 

us to his habitation* My father accordingly 
equipped us with horfes and money ; for our own 
finances were extremely flender, confiding only 
of a fma)l penfion allowed by his grace, wpon 
whom the brothers wiere entirely dependant, the 
father having died fiiddenly, before fuitable pravi- 
fion coidd be made for his younger children. 

When I took my leave of my relations, bid- 
ding adieu to my paternal home, and foui^d my^ 
felf launching into a world of care and troublet 
though the voyage on which I had embarked wat 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the per- 
fbn on whom I doated to diflradion, I could not 
help feeling fome melancholy fen&tions, which, 
however, in a littk time, gave way to a train of 
more a^greeable ideas. I wa3 vifited in town by 
almoft all the women of fafliion, many of whom, 
I perceived, envied me the pofleflion of a man 
who had made Arange havock among their hearts, 
and fome of them knew the value of his favour* 

E 4 XiKfc 
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Ofie in •parriGular ^endeavoured- to dttlfivate nip" 
friendlhlp with fin gular marks of regard; but I;- 
thought, proper to difcourage her sdvances, by 
Iteeping within- the - bounds of bare <:iviHty- ; and 
Indeed to none of them wa&Havifli of my com- 
plaifance-; for 1 dedicated ray whole time to th^ 
©bjecSi.of my affeSion, Wlk) engroffed iny wiflies 
to ftich a> deg?ee, that although L was never jea- 
fcus (%€caufe I had no reafon to be f^) I envied', 
the happinefs of every woman tvhom he chanced 
at any time to hand into a- coach. 

' The duchefs' of ' \ who- wzb newly ■ mar— 

iied to the earl of P^- — r, a particular- friend df 

h)M W *s^ capried roe to cour^^ and prfefentd* 

me to the queen, who expreffed her ap^roba^ioW 
of my perfon in verj' particular terms, ' and ob- 
ferved the fatisfadlion tnat appeared in my coun- 
tenance, with marks of admiration; defied her 
ladies to take notice, how little happinefs depended . 
upon wealth, fince* there was more joy inii^'face 
than in all her court befides. 
• Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
me with blufhes, which her majefty feemed' t(> - 
b^li^ld with pleafure ; for fhe frequently repeated 
the remark, and fhewed me to all 'the foreigners 
of diftin<3:ion, with many gracious expreflions of 

favour. She wiflied lord W -m happinefs in- 

ftead of joy, and was pleafed to promife, that 
flie would provide for her pretty beggars : arid 
poor enough we certainly were in every article 
out love. Neverthelefs, we felt no neteffities, 
but paiTed the fummer in a variety of pleafures and 
parties ; the greateft -part of which were planned 

by lord W 's fifteF^ and another lady, who 

was at that time miftrefs to the prime minifter. 
Tb^ firi^ wa^l g wit, but homely in her perfon ^ 
' the. 
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the other, a woman of great beauty and mafcu- 
line underflanding ; and a particular friendihip 
fubfifted between them, though they were both 
lovers of power and admiration. 

This lady^ who fat at the helm, was extremely 
elegant as well as expenfive in her diverfions, ia 
many of which we bore a (hare ; particularly in 
her parties upon the water, which were con- 
trived in all the magnificence of tafte. In the 
courfe of thefe amuiements, a trifling circum- 
ftance occurred, which I fhall relate as an inflance 
of that jealous fenfibility which charaSerifed lord 

W m's difpofition. A large company of la-^ 

dies and geintfemen having agreed to dine at Vaux- 
hall, and fup at Marblehall, where we propofed 
to conclude the evening with a dance, one barge 
being infufficient to contain the whole company, 
we were divided by lots ; in confequence of 
which, my hufband and I were parted. This fe- 
paration was equally mortifying to us both, who, 
tho' married, were ftill lovers ; and my chagrin 
was increafed, when I perceived that I was doomed 

to fit by Sir W — Y , a man of profeffed 

gallantry ; for, although lord W m hagl, be- 

tore his marriage, made his addreffes. to eveiy 
woman he faw, I knew very well he did not 
defire . that . any perfon fliould make loyc to his 
wife. . 

That I might not therefore give umbrage, by 
talking to this gallant, I converfed with a Scotch 
nobleman, who, according to common report, 
had formerly fighed among my admirers : by 
tliefe means, in feeking to avoid one error, I un- 
wittingly plunged mylelf into a greater, and dif- 
obliged lord W— — ~ m^ fo much, that he could 

E 5 not 
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were parted, though btit for 'a few hours, by the ' ' 
neceffary avocations of life, we were unhappy 
during, that brief feparation, and njet again, like* 
lovers who knew no joy but in' one another's 
prefence. How many deHcious evenings did we 
Ipend together, in our little* apartment, after 
■we had ordered the candles to be taken away, 
that we might enjoy the agreeable rrfleftion of the 
moon in a fine fummer's evening. Such a mild • 
and fotemn fcene naturally difpofes the mind to 
peace. and benevolence; but when improved with 
the converfation of the man one loves, it fills the 
imagination with ideas of ineffable delight ! For* 
my own part, I can fafely fay, my heart was fa 
•wholly > engroffed by my hufb'and, that**! never 
took- plcafure in any diverfion where he was' 
not perfonally concerned ; nor was I ever guilty' 
of one thought repugtiant to my duty and my *• 
love. 

In the autumn wc fet but for the north, and ' 
were met on the road by the duke and twenty 
jjentleraen^ who condufted lis tflrH'— «*•— n, where- 
we lived in. all imaginable fplendor; His grace, - 
at that time, maintained above • a^hundrey fer-^ 
vants, with a band of mufic, which always per- 
formed at ditiner, kept open table, and- was vi- 
fited by a great -deal of company ► The ceconomy^ 
of his houfc was fuperintcnded by his eldcft fitter, * 
a beautiful young lady of an amiable temper, with* 
whom I foon contrafted an intimate friendlhip;' 
She and the duke ufed to rally me upon my fond- 

nefs for lord W m, who was a fort of an 

humourift, and apt>to be in a pet, in which cafe 
lie would leave the company, and go to b6d bji* 
feven o'clock in the evening. On thefe occafionsj^ 
I always difappeared, giving up ever)' confidera- 

t tion 
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tfon to that of pleafing my hufband, notwith- 
ftanding the ridicule of his relations, who taxed - 
me with having fpoiled him with too much induU 
gtnce. But' how could I exprefs too much 
tendemefs arid-condefcenfion for a man, whd 
doated upon "me to fuch exccfs, that when bu- 
finefs obliged him tb \e^vt me, he always fnatchcd 
the fir ft oj^portunity to return, and often rodd 
through dzffkncfs, Itorma^ and t^mpeflfi, to my 
arms ? ' 

Having flayed about feven mohths in this ' 
placej I 'found myfelf in a fairway of being a 
mother ; and that I might be near my own re- 
lations, in- fuch an interefting fituiation, I and my 
dear companion departed from H— n, not with- 
out great Yeluflahce;- for 1 was fond of the Scot^ 
in general, who treated me with great hofpitality 
andrefpe<ft; and to this day, they pay me th* 
compliment' effe)'ing, 1 was one of the beft' 
wives in that^country, .which is fa juflly cele* 
brated for good women. 

Lord W— — m' having attended me to my fa*' 
ther's houfe^ was obliged to return to Scotland^ 
te fupport his interefi in being defied member 
of parliament ; fo that he took his leave of me^ . 
with a ful> refoluFtiorf of feeing me agaiti, before 
the time 6f my lying»-in ; and all the comfort I en^ 
jbyed in his abfence, was the perufal of^his letters; 
which I puwflually received, together with thof6 
of his-fifter, who, from time to time, favoured 
me with affurancts of his conftancy and devo- 
tion. Indeed thefe teftimonials were neceffary 
to one of my difpofition ;* for I was none of thole 
who could be contented with half a|f heart; 
I could not even? fpare one complacent look to 
' any othejr woms^ but lexpeded the undivided. 
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ipy heart akes at the remembrance of what I fuS- 
fered, and I cannot without tremblijig proceed. 
'\Vith the woeful ftory. 

After having lain infenfible fome days, he ra»^ 
covered the ufe of fpeeeh, and called upon 
my name, which he had a thoufand times repeated 
whirle he was bereftof reafon; All hopes of his 
life were now relinqailhed, and I was led to his < 
bed-fide to receive his laft adieu, b^ng direftei 
to fummon all my fortitude, and fupprefs my for- 
row, that he-might not be. diflurbed by my agi- 
tation. I colle6led all my refolufeion to. fuppor.t 
me in this affedling.fcene. . I faw my dear lord, 
in extremity. The beauties of his youth were all 
decayed ; yet his eyes, though languid, retained un- 
fpeakable- fweetnefs and exprefhon. He felt his 
end approaching, put forth his hand, and with a 
look full of complacency and benevolence, iat> 

tered fuch a tender tale Good heaven ! how . 

had I deferved fuch accumulated affliftion ! the 
bare remembrance of which now melts me int© 
tears. Human nature could not undergo my 
fituation, without fufferingan extafy of grief! I 
clafped him in my arms, and kiifed him a thourr 
fand times, with the moft violent emotions of 
woe : but I was torn from his embrace, and in 
a little time he was ravifhed for: ever from my 
view. 

On that fatal morning, , which put a period 'to ^ 

his life, I faw the duchefs of L approach my 

bed, and, -from her appeajrance, concluded that 
he was no more ; yet I begg'd fhe would not 
confirm the unhappy prefage, by announcing his 
death ; and (he accordingly preferved the moft 
emphatic filence. I got up, and trod foftly over 
his head^ as if I had been afr^d of interrupting 

liis 
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tes'repofe. Alas! he was^ no loh^er ichfibfe^dt^ 
fdch difturbance. I >4ras^feized»>vith a ftupe-» 
faiftion of farrbw : T\hfmv* up the wiridow, and ■ 
looking around,^ thought the ftm (hone' with th^- 
moft difmal afpe6l ; every thing - was- folitary^r . 
cbeerlefsj^'and #eptete u^iA horror. * '^ ^ 

InUMs' ^condition I 'was^ by'^thife dlreaiott t>f 
my friend, con\>eycd*tGr Jfer houf^, where' my fa- 
culti^ were 'fo overpowered by the load of an- 
gui(h whidi opprefTed n?e, that I know^ not what 
pa(]fed during the fifft dtys of nry unliippy wi^ 
dowhood; this'onJy I know, the' kind duchefs 
tfi^a«6d firje- ^i«h all imt^mnable^ car© alid' compafl 
fK>n,i and carried me to ner ciountry4ioufey where 
I ftayed Totne toanths; during which, ' (he ew- 
deavoured td comfort me with all the amiifemems 
(he could invent, and laid me under fuch obli- 
gations; as (hall never be erafedfromniy rcmeni- 
branoe: yet, notwithftanding all her care and 
concetti, I w ais, by flay excefi^^F gricfy plunged '*■ 
into a langui(hing>^ftemper, for which toy phy'^ 
fitians advifed me to drink the BJith waters. 

In compliance wkh Aas prefcription, I went 
thither towards the end- of fummcr,, and found > 
feme benefit by adhering to their diredions; 
though I (eldom went abroad, except when I vi-^ 
fitfed my (iSer*in-IarW, w&o was there with the 
princefs ; dndupon thefe ^iiecaiions, I^ever failed 
to attraft the notice oP the company, who were 
flruck with'the appearance of fuch a youhg crea- 
ture in weeds'. Nor was- 1 free from the perfecu- 
tion of profeffed adniirersc; 'but being dead tor all 
jo)', I was deaf to the voice of adulation* 

About chriftraas, - 1 • repaired to my father's • 
teufe, where my forrows were revived by every 
oigeil that recalled the idea/ of my dear lamented ' 
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Iprd; But thefe melancholy refle£liQii$ I wal 
obliged to bear,! becaulib I h^ no other home or 
hal^itation, being left an unprovided widow^ al- 
together dependant on the aiiedion of my own 
fasdily. 

During this winter, divers overtures were m^dc 
to my father, by people who demanded nae in 
marriage ; but my heart was not yet fiifficiently 
weaned from my former paflion, to admit the 
thoughts of another mailer. Among tbofe that 
prefented their propofids, was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the firft news of lord 
W — ^m's death, came poft from Paris, in or- 
der to declare his paflion. He made his firft ap- 
pearance in a hired chariot and fixi accompanied 
by a big fat fellow, whom (as I afterwards 
learned) he had engiagod to found his praifes, with 
the promife of a thoufand pounds, in lieu of 
which he paid him with forty. Whether it was 
with a view of fcreening himfcif from the cold» 
or of maki&g a comfortable medium in cafe #JF 
being OY^turhcd, arrifaJlkig. under his weighty 
companion^ I know not ) .1^ certain it is, the 
carriage w^ fluffed with h^y» in fuch a manner, 
that when he arrived^ the fervants were at ibme 
pains in rummaging and removing it, before they 
could come at their maflier, or help him to alight. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he exhi* 
bited a very ludicrous figure to the view ; he 
was a thin, meagre, fliivermg creature, of a low 
ftature, with little black eyes, a long nofe, fal- 
low complexion, and pitted with the fmall^pox ; 
drefled in a coat of light brown frieze, lined with 
pLnk-^coloured fliag, a monftrous folitaire and 
bag, and (if I remember right) a pair of huge 
jack-boots. In a word» hi^ whole aj^eaiance 

was 
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was fo Jittle calculated for inrpiring lovcy that I 
had (oh the ftrength of {eeing him once before at 
Oxford) fet him down as tlie laft man on earth 
whom I would -chufe to wed ; and I will venturo 
to affirm, that he was in every particular the 
very reverie of my late hufband. 

As my father was not at home, he ftayed but 
one evening, afid left his errand with my niother« 
to whom he was as difagreeable as to myfelf ; fo 
that his propofal was abfolntely rejeded. And 
I heard no more of him -during the fpace of 
three whole months, at the expiration of wfaiehi 
I went to town, where this itiorrifying figure 
prefented itfelf again, and renewed Us mit» of- 
fering fuch advantageous terms df fettlemenr^ 
that my father- began to reliih the match, and 
warmly recommended it t6 my confideration. 

Lord W m*s relations adviied me to em- 
brace the opportunit)' of making m)'feif independ- 
ent ; all rny acquaintance plied me with argu- 
ments to fi^ fame purpofe : L was uneaiya at 
home, and indifFercat to all mankind. 1 weigh- 
ed the motives yr\th the objedions, and with 
reluftance yielded to the importunity of my 
friends. 

In ^nfequenoeof this determination, thelictle 
gentleman was permitted to vifit me; and the 
manner of his addrefs did not at all alter the opi- 
nion I had conceived of his charafler and undcr- 
ftanding. I was even (hocked at the profpcft 
of marrying a man whom I could not love ; and, 
in order to diiburthen my own confcience, took 
an opportunity of telling him one evening, as 
we fat oppofite to each other, that it was not in 
my power to command my afie6lion, and ther©. 
fore he could not expert the pofleffion of my 
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Heart', lord W ni's indulgence having fpoifed^ 

me -for a wife; neverthelefs, I would endeavour 
t0 contradl a friendfhip for him, which would 
entirely depend upon his own behaviour* . 

To this declaration he replied (to my greal 
furprife) that he. did not defire < me. to love him^ 
my frieiwlfh^ was fufficient; and next day re- 
peated this ftrange inftance of n^oderation; in a^ 
letter, which I communicated to my filler, who 
laughed heartily at the contents, and perfuaded 
me, that fince I could Jove no man, he was the 
propereft perfon to be my huflband. • 

Accordingly, the wedding <;loatl»«nd equipage 
being prepared, the day — thefatatit^M^sfi}^ /- 
on the mornihg of which, I wenttp the houfe of 
my brotbep-in-law Duke ^— — -, who lov^d me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family ; ^ 
fitmily which I fball always, remember with love, 
h6nour, and oAeem. His grace-xeceivedme iii 
the moft aflfeftionate manner, Xaying at parting, 

" Lady Wr , if he does not ufe yoa well, 

I will tajke you back again." 

The bridegroom and I met at Ox-— chapel, 
where, the ceremony was performed by the bifhop^^ 
of W — — , in prefence of his lordftiip's mother^, 
my father, and another lady: The nuptial knot 
being tied^ we fet 'out for my fatlier's houfe in 
tire coimtryy andvproceeded full twenty miles on 
our joiarney^^ before my lord opened his mouth , 
my th(^wght{s having been all that time employed 
on fomething <}uite foreign to my prefent fitua-N 
tion ; for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen.* 
A-t length my father broke filence, and clapping; 
bis lordlhip on the Ihoulder, told him he was bu^ 
a /-dull bridegroom; upon which, my lord gava 
bim^.to .underfta^id, that be was out of fpirits^ 

This- 
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"This 3eje£li(in continued all the day, notwith- 
ftanding the xefrefliment of a plentiful dinner, 
which .he ate upon the.-Toad; and in the evening 
ive arrived at the place of our deftination, wlierQ 
we werer kindly received by my mother^ though 

' ihe had no liking to the match j and aftqr fupper» 
we retired to our apartment. 

It was here that I had occafion to perceive the 
raoft difagreeable contrail between my prefent 
help-mate and my former lord. Inftead of flying 
to my anus with all the eagemefe of love and 
rapture^ this manly reprefentative fat moping in a 
corner, like a criminal on execution day, and 
owned he was alhamed to bed with a woman, 
whofe hand he had fcarce ever touched. 

I could not help being afFe£led with this pufilla- 

nimous behaviour ; 1 remembered lord* W m, 

while I furveyed the objeft before me, and made 
fuch acomparifon as filled me with horror and 

, difguft: nay, to.fuch a degree did my averfion 
to this: phantom prevail, that I began to fweat 
with anguifh at the thought of being fubjedlcd to 
his pleafure : ^nd when, after a long kefltation, 
he ventured to approach me, rl tTeml)led as if I 
had been expo fed. to the embraces of • a nttie- 
fnake. Nor did the efforts ^f his iove diminifh 
this antipathy. His attempts were like the paw- 
ings of an imp, fent from hell tofeize and torment 
fome guilty wretch, fuch as are exhibited in fome 
dramatic performance, which I.never fee afled, 
without remembering ray wedding-night. By 
Tuch (hadowy, unfubiiantial, vexatious behaviour, 
was I tantalized, and robbed of my repofe ; and 
early next morning I got up, with a moft fove- 
leign contempt for my bedfellow, who indulged 
bimfelf in bed till eleven. 
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Having paffed a few days m this p]ace> I went 
home with him to his houfe at Twickenham ; 
and foon after we were prefented at court, when 
the queen was pleafed to fay to my lord's mother, 
(he did not doubt that we fhould be an happy 
couple, for I had been a good wife to my former 
hufband. 

Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in 
my new fpoufe, he was not wanting in point of 
liberality : I was prefented with a very fine cha- 
riot ftudded with filvcr nails, and fuch a profu* 
Con of jewels as furnifhed a joke to fome of my 
acquaintance, who obferved that I was formerly 
queen of hearts, but now metamorphofed into 
the queen of diamonds. I now^ alfo had an opt 
portunity (which I did not let flip) of paying 
lord W— -m's debts from ray privy purfe : and 
on that fcore received the thanks of his elder bro- 
ther, who (tliough he had undertaken to dif- 
charge them) delayed the execution of his pur- 
pofe, longer than 1 thought they (hould remain 
unpaid. This uncommon fplendor at traded the 
eyes and envy of my competitors, who were the 
more implacable in their refentments, becaufe, 
notwithftanding my marriage, I was as much as 
ever followed by the men of gallantry and plea- 
fure, among whom it is a conftant maxim, that 
a woman never witfiholds her aft'ediions from her 
hulband without an intention to beilow them 
fomewhere elfe. I never appeared without a 
train of admirers, and my houfe in the country 
was always crowded with giy young men of 
quality. 

Among thofe who cultivated ray good graces 
with the greateft (kill and afliduity, were the earl 
C'^'^^^ and Mr. S— -> brother to lord F • 
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he fonner of wbom, in the courfe of his ad^ 
efies, treated me with an entertainment of fur- 
ifing magnificence, difpofed into a dinner, fiqv- 
T> and bail ; to which I, at his defire, invited 
evai ladies, whom he paired with the like num« 
*r of his own fex; fo that the whole company 
nounted to twenty-four. We Were regaled 
ith a moft elegant dinner in an u)artment 
hich was altogether fupeii), and (erved by 
mtlemen only, no livery iervant being permit- 
d to come within die door. In the afternoon 
e embarked in two fplendid barges, beina at- 
nded by a band of mufick, in a third ; ana en- 
yed a delightful evening upon the river, till the 
vili^bt, when we returned and be^n the ball, 
hich was conduSed with fuch Onfer and tafte, 
lat mirth and good humour prevailed. No dif* 
tisfadion appeared, except m - the countenance 
F one old maid, fmce married to a fon of the 

ike of , who though (he would not refufc 

) partake of fuch an agreeable entertainment, 
as difpleafed that I (hould have the honour of in- 
iting her. O baleful Envy ! thou felf-torment- 
ig fiend! How doft thou predominate in all 
[jemblies, from the grand gala of a court to the 
leeting of fimple peaiants at their harveft-home I 
For is the prevalence of this fordid paflion to be 
rendered at, if we confider the wcaknefs, pride, 
id vanity of our fex. The prefcnce of one fa- 
ourite man Oiall poifon the enjoyment of a whole 
jmpany, and produce the moft rancorous en- 
tity betwixt the clofeft friends. 

I danced with themafter of the ball, who em- 
loyed all the artillery of his eloquence in making 
)ve ; yet I did not liften to his addrefles, for he 
ras not to my taftd>^ though he poffeKtA ^n ^^c«fc- 
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able perfon, : and a gobd acquired underfiariding ; 
but he was utterly ignorant of that geiitleprevaii- 
ing art which I afterwards experienced in Mt- 
S — , and which was the only^ method t he cquld 
have fucce&fully praftifed, in-feduqing a young 
woman like rae, born "syith; :fentimenfcs of ho- 
BOUT, and trained/up in the paths of religion and 
virtue. . This young gentleman was, indeed, ab- 
folutely .mafter. of^lioie iirfmuating ^ qualifications 
winch few women-qf. paffion ^ajid fenfibility can 
refift ; .and had a perfon every way • adapted for 
profiting ibythefe trifidiouS talents. He Was wcM 
acquainted with- the human heart, confcious of 
his own. power and capacity, ,and exercifed, thefc 
endowments with unwearied perfeverance. He 
was tall and thiij,.' of a (hape andifi^e.perfeftly 
agreeahJe to: my taftcy jwith JaBge; blue eloquent 
eyes, good :.tqgth> and a long b^ad turned to gal- 
lantry. His beh|ivk>uifrwas the ftandard of polity*- 
nefs, and .ail hi* skdvances were cqndufteM; with 
the^mofl; profound refpe£i; which, is the mod 
effeftual expedient a-man can pfe ag^hft us, if lie 
can find .means tp fjerfujde U3, diat it proceed 
from thetjj^c^is tod deJies^y of hi<>(pafliQn. It is 
i»o other than a filent compUmentj by A^ich our; 
accoi^plifliCnentsi are , continually flattei;ed,i 2m\' 
pleafcs in pfopprtion to the fuppofed underfland-. 
ing of him wlx) pays it. 

By thefe arts and adv^ant^ges thi« confummate 
politician in love begaii by degrees to fap. the tbunf»; 
dations of my conjugal faith ; he ftole iippereep- \ 
tibly into my affection, and by dint of epponunity^ 
which be w^ell knew how to improve^ triumphed, 
at 1 aft, oyer all Jii 8 rivals. , 

Nor was he the only perfon that difputed my. 
heart with jearl Q t- • That nobleman was alfo ri-/ 
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vailed by lord C — H , a Scotchman, who had 
been an intimate and relation of my former huf- 
band. Him I would have preferred to moft of 
his competitors, and a£lually coquetted with him 
for fome time : but the amour was interrupted by 
his going to Ireland ; upon which occafion, un- 
derftanding that he was but indifferently provided 
with money, I made him a prefent or a gold- 
fnuff-box, in which was inciofed a bank-note ; a 
trifling mark of my efteem, which he afterward* 
juftified^by the moft grateful, friendly, and gen- 
teel behaviour ; and as we correfponded by let- 
ters, I fraiikly told him, that Mr, S — had ftept 
in, and won the palm from all the reft of my ad- 
mirers. 

This new favourite's mother and fifters, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my conftant 
companions; and, in confequence of this inti- 
macy, he never let a day pafs without paying his 
Tefpefts to me in perfon ; nay, fo ingenious was 
he in contriving the means ot promoting his fuit, 
that whether 1 rode or walked, went abroad or 
flayed at home, he was always of courfe one of 
the party ; fo that his defign feemed to ingrofs his 
whole vigilance and attention. Thus he ftudied 
my difpofition, and eftablifhed himfelf in my 
good opinion, at the fame time. He found my 
heart was fufceptible of every tender impreflion> 
and faw that I was not free from the vanity of 
youth ; he had already acquired my friendfhip 
and efteem, from which he knew there was a 
Ihort and eafy tranHtion to love. By his pene*- 
tration choofing proper feafons for the theme, 
he urged it with fiich pathetic vows and artful 
adulation, as well might captivate a young woman 
«f my complexion and inexperience^ and cUc\ik!l*- 
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ftanced as I was, with a hulband.vwhom I had 
fuch reafon to defpife. 
, Though he thus made an infehfible progfefy in 

I jny heart, he did not find my virtue any eafy con- 
. queft ; and I myfelf was^ignorant of the advan- 
tage he had. gained, with regard to, my iriclina- 
tions, until 1 was convinced ofJiis fucxefs by an 

.^arm of jealoufy which I one!, day < felt, at feeing 
him engaged in. converfation with another lady. 
I forthwith recognized- this fymptom df love, 
with which I had been formerly acquainted,, and 

• trembled at the difcovery -of *4iiy own weaknefs. 
I underwent a* ftrange.* agitation and mixture of 
contrary fenfations : I*^ was pleaftd with the paf- 

' fion, yet afliamed of avowing it even to my own 
mind. i:Thernghts of„ahu(band (though mine 
was. but ja* nominal one) occurred to my reileftion, 

/and virtue, ^^-modefty, and honour, forbade me to 

V cherifh the guilty flame. 

iWhen I encouraged thefe laudable fcruples, and 

, refolved to facrifice my love to duty and repu- 

r tation, my lord was almoft every day employed 
in riding poft to my father, with complaints of 
my conduit, which was hitherto irreproachable ; 
though the greatelt grievance which he pretended 
to have fufFered, was my refufmg to comply with 
his defire, when he entreated me to lie a whole 
hour every morning, with my neck uncovered, 
that by gazing, he might quiet the perturbation of 
his fpirits. From this requeft you may judge of 
the man, as well as of the regard I muft enter- 
tain for his charafler and difpofition. 

During the whole fumnier 1 was befieged by 
my artful undoer, and in the autumn fet out 
with my lord for Bath, where, by reafon of th^i 

. intimaicy that fubfifted between our families, w6 
t fe^d 
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lived in the fame houfe with iny lover and his fifter, 
who, with indther agreeable young lady, accom- 
panied us in this expedition. By this time Mr. 
o — had extorted from me a confefEon of a mu- 
*tudl flame, tho' I affured him that it fliould never 
induce me to give up the valuable polfeflions of 
an unfpotted character, and a conference void of 
•offence. I offered him aH the enjoyment he could 
reap from an unreferved intercourfe of fouls, 
^ftradled from any fenfual confideration. He 
eagerly embraced the Platonic propofal, becaufe 
he had fagacity enough to forefee the iffue of fuch 
chimerical coritrafts, and knew mc too well to 
think he could accomplifli his purpofe without 
Teeming to acquiefce in my own terms, and culti- 
vating my tendernefs under the fpecious pretext. 

In confequeiice of this agreement we took all 
opportunities of feeing each other in private^ artd 
thefe interviews were fpent in mutual proteftations 
of difmterefted love. This corrcfpondence, tho' 
dangerous, was (on my fide) equally innocent and 
endearing ; and many happy hours we pafs'd, 
before my fcntiments were difcovered. At length 
my lover was taken ill, and then my paffion burft 
out beyond -the power of concealment ; niv grief 
and anxiety became io confpicuous in my coun- 
tenance, and my behaviour was io indifcrcct, that 
every body in the houfe perceived the fituation 
of my thoughts, and blamed my coijdudl accord- 
ingly. 

Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, tho* 
intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nighis 
by my lord, who teizcd and tormented me for 
that which neither I could give nor he could take, 
'and ruminated on the fatal confequencc of this 
ttnhapp/ ilame, until I was woiV'^4 vtAoA^^N^t 

F 2 . ^ 
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of difquiet. I faw there was no fafety but in flight, 
and often determined to banifli myfelf for ever 
from the fight of this dangerous intruder. But 
jny refolution always failed at the approach of 
day, and my defire of feeing him as conftantly 
recurred. So far was I from per filling in fuch 
commendable determinations, that, on the eve of 
our departure from Bath, I felt the keeneft pangs 
of forrow at our approaching (epara< ion ; and as 
we could not enjoy our private interviews at my 
houfe in town, 1 promifed to vifit him at his own 
apartments, after he had fworn by all that's facred, 
that he would take no finifter advantage of my 
condefcenfion, by prefuming upon the opportu- 
nities I fliould give. 

He kept his word ; for he faw I trufted to it 
with fear and trembling, and perceived that my 
apprehenfion was not affefted, but the natural 
concern of a young creature, diftraded between 
love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never 
would have feen within his doors again. Inilead 
of prefling me with folicitations in favour of his 
pafflbn, he was more than ever refpe<5lful and 
complaifant ; fo that I found myfelf difengaged of 
all reftraint, conduced the converfation, fliortened 
and repeated my vifits, at my own pleafure, till, 
at laft, I became fo accuftomed to this commu- 
Iiication, that his houfe was as familiar to me as 
any own. 

Having in this manner fecured himfelf in my 
confidence, he refumed the favourite topic of 
Jove, and wanning my imagination by gradual 
advances on the fubjeft, my heart began to pant j 
;when he faw me thus moved, he fnatched the fa- 
vourable occafign to pradife all his eloquence and 
;aurt0 I could not xe&Q. bis eott^^ uor even fly 
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from the temptation that aflailed me, until he had 
obtained a promife that he (hould, at our next 
meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious expeda- 
tion. Upon this condition I was permitted to 
retire, and blefled heaven for my efcape, fully 
determined to continue in the path of virtue I had 
hitherto trod, and fiifle the criminal flame, by 
"which my peace and reputation were endangered. 
But his idea, which reigned in my hearr, without 
controul, foon baffled all thefe prudent fuggef- 
tions. 

I faw him again ; and he reminded me of my 
promife, which I endeavoured to evade with af- 
feded pleafantnr ; upon which he manifefted the 
utmoft difpleamre and chagrin, (bedding fome 
crocodile tears, and upbraiding me with levity 
^d indifference. He obferved, that he had fo- 
licited my favour for ten long months, without 
intermiflion, and imagined 1 had held o it fo long 
on virtuous motives only ; but now he could 
plainly perceive that his want of fuccefs had been 
owing to my wai^t of alFedlion ; and that all my 
profeilions were infincere : in a word, he per- 
fuaded me, that his remonfirances were juft and 
reafonable. I could not fee the afHi£tion of a 
man I loved, when I knew it was in my power to 
remove it ; and rather than forfeit his opinion of 
my (incerity and love, I confented to his wifh. 
My heart now flutters at the remembrance of the 
dear, though fatal indifcretion ; yet I refledl 
without remorfe, and even remember it with 
pleafure. 

If I could not avoid the cenfure of the world, 
I was refolved to bear it without repining ; and 
fure the guilt (if there was any in my condu£l) 
was but venial ; for I coniidered myfelf as a per- 
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fon abfalved of all matrimonial ties, by tte In-^ 

fignificance of lord , who, though a nominaL 

hufband, was, in fad, a mere non-6ntity. I 
therefore contradled a new engagement. with my 
lover, to which t refolved to adhere with the 
moft fcrupulous - fidelity, without the leaft inten-» 
tion of injuring my lord (W his relation*'; for had? 
our mutual pafSon prodw^ed any vifible effeAs, I 
would in^mediately have renounced and aband- 
oned my hufband for, ever, that the fruit. of my 

love for Mr. S might not have inherited, ta? 

the detriment of the right heir. This was my 
determination, which I thought juft, if not pru^r 
dent ; and for which I have incurred the impu-. 
tation of folly, in the opinion of this wile and. 
honeft generation, by whofe example and advice 
I have, fince that time, been a little reformed^ 
in point of prudentials^ though I. fiili retain a 
flrong tendency to return to my primitive way of 
thinking. 

When I quitted Mr. S , after the facrifice 

I had made, and returned to my own bed, it- 
may perhaps be fuppofed that I^flept but little .^ 
True : I was kept awake by the joyful impa- 
tience of revifi ting my lover^ Indeed, I negle^ed 
no opportunity of flying to his arms : when 
lord ■ was in the country we enjoyed each 

other's company without interruption, but when 
he refided in town our correfpondence was li- 
mited to ftolen interviews, which were unfpeak'^ 
ably delicious, as genuine love prefided at the en- 
tertainment. 

Such was my happinefs, in the courfe of tliis-. 
tender communication, that to this day I re- 
member it with pleafure, though it has cod me 
dear in the fequel, and was at uiat time enjoyed 

at; 
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at^ confiSerable expence ; for I devoted myfelf 
{& intirely to my lover, who was defirous of en- 
grofling my time and thoughts^ that my ac- 
qwaintancey which was very numerous^ juftly ac- 
cufed me of negledl, and of confequence cooled 
in their friendlhips : but I was all for love^ or tht 
world well lojl : And were the fame opportunity 
to offer, I would aS the fame condud over 
again. 

Some there are who poffibly may wonder how 
I tould love twice with fuch violence of affeftion : 
btit all fuch obfervers muft be unacquainted with 
the human heart.* Mine was naturally adapted 
for the tender paflions; and had been fo fortunate^ 
fa cheriflied in its-firfl impreffions, that it felt 
with joy the fame fenfations rexHIve, when in- 
fluenced by the fame engaging qualifications. 
Certain it is I loved die fecond time as well as the 
fifift,' and better was iirrpoffible. I gave up iny all 
for both : fortune and my father's favour for the 
one ; reputation, friends, and fortune for the 
other.. Yet, notwithllanding this intimate con- 
nexion, I did not relinquifh the world all at once; 
on the contrary I ftill appeared at court, and at- 
trafted the notice and approbation of my roj^al 
patronefs ; I dahcM with the p— of W*— ; a 
circumfiance which fo nearly affefled Mr. S — , 
who was prefent, that, in order to manifeft his 
refentment, he chofe the uglieft woman in the 
ball for his partner ; and I no fooner perceived 
his uneafinefs than I gave over, with a view of 
appeafing his difpleafure. 

Without repeating particular circumftancos 
let it fuffice to fay, our mutual paffion was a 
perfedl copy of that which had fubfifted between 
me and my dear lord W m. It was jealous, 

F 4 tCtf\V\T^^^ 
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melting, and delicate, and chequered with little 
accidents, which ferve to animate and maintain 
the flame, in its firft ardency of rapture. When 
my lover was fick, I attended and nurfed him 
with indefatigable tendernefs and care ; and dur- 
ing an indifpofition which I caught in the per- 
forma,nce of this agreeable office, he difcharged 
the obligation with all the warmth of fympathy 
and love. 

It was, however, judged necefTary by the phy- 
ficians, that I fhould ufe the Bath- waters for the 
recovery of my health ; and I fet out for that place^ 

glad of a pretence to be abfent from lord , 

with whom I lived on very unhappy ternis. He 
had, about nine months after our marriage, de- 
fired that we might fleep in feparate beds, and 
fave a very whimfical reafon for this propofal*. 
[e faid, the immenfity of his love deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that fome com- 
merce with an objeft, to which his heart was not 
attached, might, by diminifhing the tranfports of 
hisfpirits, recompofe his nerves, and enable him 
to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 

You may be fure I made no objeftions to this 

?lan, which was immediately put in execution, 
le made his addrefTes to a nymph of Drury-lane, 
whofe name (as he told me) was Mrs. Rock. 
She made fliift to extraft fome money from her 
patient ; but his infirmity was beyond the power 
of her art ; thoug|i fhe made fome mifchief be- 
tween us ; and I communicated my fufpicion to 
duke H— — , who intended to have expoflulated 
with her upon the fubje(5l ; but fhe got intima- 
tion of his defign, and faved him the trouble, by 
a precipitate retreat. 
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After my return from the Bath, where Mr. S* 
and I had lived happily, until we were inter- 
rupted by the arrival of my huiband, his lordfliip 
exprefTed an inclination to be my bedfellow again. 
In this particular I defired to be excuftd, I 
would not be the firft to propofe the feparation, 
which, though ufual in other countries, is con- 
trary to the cuftom of England, being unwilling 
to furnifli the leaft handle forjcenfuje, as my cha- 
rafter was ftill unblemiflied; yet, when thepro- 
pofal came from him, I thought myfelf intitled 
to refufe a re-union ; to which I accordingly ob- 
jected. 

This oppofition produced a quarrel, which rofe 
to a fiate of perpetual animofity ; fo that we be- 
gan to talk of parting. My lord relifhed the 
expedient, agreeing to add three hundred pounds 
a year to my pin-money, which (by the bye) wa» 
never paid ; and I renounced all fiate and gran- 
deur, to live in a fmall houfe that I hired at Cafe- 
horton, where I pafled my time for two months, 
in the moft agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover. At length I was difturbed by the intru- 
fion of my lord, who molefted me with vifita 
and folicitations to return, pretending that he ha(i 
changed his mind, and infifting i^oa my com- 
pliance with his defire. 

I exhaufied my invention in endeavours to evade 
his requeft ; but he perfecuted me without ceafmg •.. 
fo that I was fain to capitulate, on condition that 
he fhould immediately fet out for France y and 
that he (hould not prefume to approach my bed 
till our arrival at Calais. We accordingly de- 
parted for that kingdom ; smd, far from infring- 
ing the leaft article of our treaty, his lordihipdid 
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nbt inlift vapon his privilege^ before we reached^ 
the capital of France. 

Mean -while, I began to feel the efieft of my 
paiBon in a very interefting manner, and com-* 
mimicated my difcovery to the dear author of ity 
who would not leave me in fuch an aifeding. 
fituation^ but took the firft opportunity of follow- 
ing us to France. 

In our road to Paris, we ftopp'd to vifit Chan-^ 
tilly, a magnificent Chateau belonging to the 
prince of Conde, and there met by accident with 
ibme Engltih noblemen, to whom I was known.- 
The prince and his fifters invited me very politely 
into the gaDery wherie they fat. They compli- 
mented me on my peffon, and feemed to admire 
my drefs, which was altogether new to them,- 
bnng a blue Englifh riding-habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat with a feather. They were par-r 
ticularly well pleafed with my hair^ which hung 
down to niy waiil, and preffed me to flay a fort- 
night at their houfe ; an invitation which I was 
very much mortified at being obliged to refiifer 
becaufe my lord did not underftand the French 
language. I was inchanted. with the place and 
iSac company, the women being amiable, and the 
menpohte ; nor Vrere they ftrangers to my name 

and ftory ; for Mr. S calling at the fame 

place a few days after> they rallied him on my 
account* 

When we arrived at Pari*, the firft thing I 
did was to metamorphofe myfelf into a French 
woman. I cut off my hair, hid a very good com- 
plexion of my own with rffugfy reconciled myfelf 
to powder, which 1 had never ufed before, put 
6n a robe with a lar^e hoop, and went to the 
TijiJJhrith full of fpurita aiKi joy \ for at that 
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time every thing confpired to make me happy : 
I had health, youth ax«l beauty, love, vanity and 
affluence, and found myfelffurrounded with diver- 
fions, which wer^ gay, new and agreeable. My 
appearance drew^upon me the eyes of the whole 
company, who confidered me as a flranger, but 
not a foreigner, fo completely was I equipped in 
the fa(hion of the French ; and when they under- 
ftood who I was, they applauded my perfon with 
the moft lavifli encomiums accordmg to their 
known politenefs. 

After having made a circuit round all the pub- 
lic places of entertainment in Paris, I was intro- 
duced into company, by an Englilh family re- 
fiding in that city ; and, among others, became 
acquainted with a French lady, whofe charms were 
remarkably attraftive. The duke of K — was her 
admirer ; but (he lived in reputation with her 
mother and an agreeable fifter, whofe lover was 

the prince of C (for almoft every lady in 

France has her ^7/W«/). 

With this charming woman, whofe name was 

Madam De la T , I often made parties of 

pleafure. The duke, Mr. S , Iheandlufed 

to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is a plea- 
fant wood at a fmall diftance from Paris, whither 
the company repairs, in the fummer-feafon, for 
the benefit of the air ; and after having amufedour- 
felves among the groves, embarked m his grace's 
equipage, which was extremely elegant, being 
a calalh drawn by fix fine long-tailed greys, . 
adorned with ribbons in the French tafte ; and 
thus we were conducted to a little enchanted, or 
at leaft enchanting palace, poflejTed by the duke, 
at one end of the town. The lower apart men t, 
appropriated to me, was furniflied with ^dlo^ 

F 6 "^sA 
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and filver, the bed furrounded with looking-glaC' 
feS) and the door opened into the garden, laid out 
in a cradle walk, and intervening parterres of 
lofes and other flowers. Above flsdrs my female 
companion lodged in ^ chamber fumiOied with 
chintz. We fupped all together in tihe faloon, 
which, though Imall, was perfe6Uy elegant. The 
company was always good-humoured, the con- 
verfation fprightly and joyous, and the fcene> 
though often repeated, (till deUghtful and enter* 
taining. 

At other times, Mr. S and I ufed to pafs 

our evenings at the palace of the prince of C-^, 
which his highnefs lent us for our accommodation. 
The apartments opened into the gardens of tlie 
Luxembourg, and were, in point of magnificence, 
fuitabk to the owner. Thither I ufed to repaiif 
in a flaming equipage, on pretence of vifiting, 
and fpent the beft part of the night with him^ 
who was dearer to me than all the princes in the 
world. 

While I was happily engaged in thefe ravifliing 
parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to 
recover his health by reftoratives, and I know not 
what ; for he ftill lamented the enfeebling efieAs 
of his paflion, and complained that he loved mc 
more like an angel than a woman, tho' he ftrove 
to govern his affedion according to the dodlrines 
of the chriftian religion, as he regulated his 
life by the maxips of Charles the Twelfth of 
Sweden. Tlie meaning of this declaration I 
could never learn ; and indeed, I have been 
often tempted to believe he had no meaning 
at all. ^ ^ 

Be that as it ^ill, I found my fize vifibly in- 
creafing, and my fituation extremely uneafy, on 

?.ccQunt 
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account of the perpetual wrangling which pre- 
vailed betwixt us, in confequence of his defiring 
to fleep with me again, after we had parted be£ 
for the fecond time : and, that I might be no 
longer expofed to fuch difagreeable perfecution^ 
I refolved to leave him, though at the hazard of 
my life. p 

Thus determined, I went to the Britifh em- 
baffador in a hackney-coach ; and, in order to 
difguife my youth, which might have prepoffeffed 
him againft my judgment, muffled myfelf up is 
a black hood» which (as he faid) ihftead of lend- 
ing an air of gravity to my countenance, added 
a wildnefs to my looks, which was far from 
being difagreeable. He had been a gallant man 
in his youth, and even then, though weU flrickea 
in years, was not infenfible to the power of 
beauty. This difpofition^ perhaps, rendered him 
more favourable to my caufe, though he at firft 
advifed me to return to my hulband ; but finding 
me obflinate, he undertook to ferve me in my 
own way, and procure a prote£kion from the 
French king, by virtue of which, I could live 
at Paris unmolefted by my lord. Neverthelefsy 
he advifed me (if I was determined to leave him) 
to make the belt of my way to England, and fue 
for a divorce. 

I relifhed his opinion, and concealed myfetf 
about three days in Paris, during which I bor- 
rowed fome linen ; for, as it was impoflible to 
convey any thing out of my own houfe without 
fufpicion, I had neither cloaths for my acc(Hnmo- 
dation, nor a fervant to wait on me. 

In this folitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, after 1 had put my lord upon a wrong 
fcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais^ 
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and (hake my pillow from time to^ time, that I 
might not fleep, while he tormented me with hi$ 
difagreeable expoftulations. I have been often 
frightened almoft out of my fenfes, at feeing 
him convulfed with the moft unreafonable paf-- 
fion ; and chajgrined to the higheft degree of 
difguA, to find (by repeated obfervation) his dif- 
pofition fo prepofterous, that his fatisfaftion and 
difpleafure never depended upon the caufe he had 
to be fatisfied or difobliged ; but, on the con- 
trary, when he had moft reafon to be pleafed> 
he was always moft difcontented, and very often 
in good humour, when he had reafon enough for 
vexation. 

While I lived in Poland-ftreet, I was engaged 
with lawyers, and fo often vifited by my father^ 
that I could not dedicate my whole time, as ufual, 
to my lover ; nor was it convenient that he ftiould 
be feen in my company ; he therefore took a fmall 
houfe at Camberwell, whither I went as often a& 
1 had an opportunity ; and maintained the cor- 
xefpondence with fuch eagernefs and induftry, 
that although I was fix months gone with child, 
I have often, by myfelf, fet out for his habitation, 
in a hackney-coach, at eleven o'clock at night, 
and returned by fix in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed, when my father came, to fee 
me ; for I concealed my amour, as. well as the 
effedls of it, from his knowledge, and frequently 
took water from the Bridge, that my motions 
might not be difcovcred. Nothing but the moft 
pamt iiate love could have fupported my fpirits 
undti fuch viciffitudes of fatigue, or enabled my 
admirer to fpend whole days by himfelf, in. fuch 
a folitary retirement. 

hy this time, Boy lord was arrived in England^ 
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and employed in difcovering the place of my re- 
treat ; fo that I lived in continual alarm, and 
provided myfelf with a fpeakmg trumpet, which 
flood by my bed- fide, to be ufed in calling for 
afli (lance, in cafe my purfuer (hould make an 
attack upon my lodgings. 

This (ituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
I had no fopner began my procefs againfl him, 
than I put myfelf intirely under the protection of 

Mr. S , who conduced me to the houfe of 

a friend of his who lived in the country, where 
I was fecure from tlie attempts of my hufband. 

The world had now given me up, and I had 
renounced the world with the moft perfed re- 
fignation. I weighed in my own breaft what I 
ihould lofe in point of chara£ler, with what I 
fuffered in my peace at home, and foimd, that 
my reputation was not to be preferved, except at 
the expe^ce of my quiet (for his lordlhip was 
not difpofed to make me eafy, had I been ever 
fo difcreet). I therefore determined to give up 
a few ceremonial vifits, and empty profe(EonSp 
for the more fubftantial enjoyments^ of life. 

We paffed our time very agreeably, in varioos 

amufements, with this friend of Mr. S ^, until 

the term of my reckoning was almoft expired^ 
then returned to London, and took lodgings in 
Southampton-ftreet, where I began to make pre- 
parations for the approaching occafion. Here I 
propofed to live with the utmoft circumfpe^on. 
I difguifed my name, faw nobody but my lawyer 
and lover, and never approached the window^ 
left I (hould be difcovered by accident. 

Notvvithftanding thefe precautions, my French 
maid, whom I had fent for fome of my cloaths, 
was dogged in her return^ and next morning my 
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Kfdtoc^c my lodgings by ftorm.-. Ha3 he giveft 
the affault in his own perfon only, I make no 
doubt but he would have fuffered a repulfe, from 
the oppofition of the Liegeoife, who made aU ' 
the refiftance in her power; but was obliged to • 
give way to fuperior number. . 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing* an un- - 
ufual noife below> rung my bell,- in order to > 
know the caufe of fuch >difturbance. I drew my 
curtain at the fame time, and who fhould I fee ^ 
entering my chamber but ^his^ lordfbip, attended < 
by a conftable, and the footman who had difco* 
vered my retreat I 

Such an unexpeSed vifit could not fail to af- - 
teS me with fuTprife and confternation : however, , 
Ifummonedall my fortitude to my aid, and per- 
ceiving the fellows were about to open my win- 
dow-fliutters, defiredtheix principal to order them : 
down flfairs^ He readily complied with iny TtqacR^\ 
and fitting down by my bed-fide,: told me with * 
an air of triumph, that be had found; me atJaft ; 
and I firanldy owned, that I was heartily Xorry. for 
his fuccefss-. Kiftead of upbraiding me with my - 
cfcape,.he proceeded to entertain me with all the 
news in town^ and gave me a minute detail of c 
every thing which had happened ;to him' fince 
our parting ; among other articles of intelligence,. . 

fivingmctounderftand, that he<had challenged ; 
ir. S' y wharefufed to fight him, and was • 

in difgrace with the prince.of ^W-i— — OB.that^ 
account. , 

But here his Tbrdflhipdid not ffriftly adhere to 
the naked truth: he' had, indeed, before our de- 
parture from the. country, gone to my lover, and 
infifted upon having fatisfoftion in Hyde-park, 
two days from. the date of his demand, and at 
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tiiree:o'clock iriithe afternoon ; S: , believing 

him in earneft, accepted the invitation; though 
he obfervedj that thefe afiairs could not be diC- 
oufled too foon, and w^ifhed the time of meeting, 
might be at- an earlier hour. But his lordfhip 
did not chufe to alter the circumftanccs of hisfirft' 
propofal ; and when he v^entaway, faid he fltould- 
expe£t him at the appointed time and p}ace, if it 
did not raini 

His antagonift g^ve me an account of the con- 
verfation, vv^hen 1 affured him the whole bufinefs 
would endiii fraoke. Accordingly, my lord fenr: 
him a letter on Monday, defiring that the aflig- 
i>atioii niight be deferred till Thurfday, that he - 
might h^ve time to fettle his affairs, an^ pay S -r 
an hundred pounds^, which he had formerly bor- 
rotted of him. When Thurfday came, he wa& 
favoured with another cpiftle, importing, that, 
the challenger had changed his mind, and would: 
ieek (atisfadion at law. Thus ended that heroic 
exploit, which hi& lordfhip now boafied.of with,: 
fuch atro^uat mifceprefentatioiit 

Whilft he regaled me with thefe interefiing 
particulars, I was contriving a. fdhcme tofruftrat^- 
the difcovery he had made : fo that I did not con- 
tradict his affertions, but told him, that if he 
would go down flairs, I would rife nfid come to - 
breakfaft. He confented to this propofal with^ 
great chearfulnefs ; and I own, I was not a littlo 
iiirprifed to find; hinij at this firil interview, ia 
as good a humour, as if nothing had happened to> 
interrupt the felicity? of our matrimonial union. . 

It coft me fomemventton>to conceal my. con-» 
dition from his notice, being now within ^avweek. 
of the expe6led crifis: but I knew I had to do . 
with a man of no great penetration, ; and .fuc- 
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C0eded in my attempt accordingly. We break- 
failed with great harmonyy and I invited him ta 
dinner, after having prevailed upon him to fend 
away his myrmidons, whom, neverthelefs, he or- 
dered to return at eleven o'clock at night. We 
converfed together with great gaiety and mirth .^ 
When I ralHed him for vifiting me in fuch a 
diOiabille, he flood a tiptoe to view himfelf in the 
glafs ; and owning I was in the right, faid be 
would go and drefs himfelf before dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return ; and he wa^ 
no fooner gone than I wrote to Mr. S , giv- 
ing him an account of what had happened. Then, 
without having determined upon any certain 
plan, I huddled on my cloaths, muffled myfelf up^ 
and calling a chair, went to the next tavern^ 
where I flayed no longer than was fufficient to 
change my vehicle ; and, to the afloniihment of 
the drawers, who could not conceive the mean- 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to a jQiop in 
the neighbourhood, where I difmifled my fecond 
chair, and procured an hackney coach, m which 
I repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I 
could truft. Having made him acquainted with 
the circumftances of my dlftrefs, and confulted 
him about a proper place of retreat, after fomc 
recolledion, he diredled me to a little houfe in a 
court, to which, by the aflifiance of my lover, 
my woman and cloaths were fafely conveyed that 
fame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according 
to invitation, and did not feem at all alarmed 
when my maid told him I was gone, but ftepped 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought I fliould re- 
turn. Upon his anfwering in the affirmative, 

and 
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and advifing his lordlhip to go back in the mean 
tunCy and eat the dinner I had provided, he very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle of wine, and as I did not 
return according to his expectation, withdrew, 
in order to confuit his aflbciates. 

This motion of his furniflied my woman with 
an opportunity of making her retreat, and when 
he returned at night, the coaft was clear, and he 
found no body in the houfe but a porter, who 
had been left to take care of the furniture. He 
was fo enraged at this difappointment, that he 
made a furious noife, which raifed the whole 
neighbourhood, reinforced his crew with the au- 
thority of a juftice of the peace, tarried in the 
flreet till three o'clock in the morning, difcharg- 
ed a lodging he had hired at a barber's (hop, op- 
pofite to the houfe from which I had efcaped, 
and retired with the comfortable refle;cion of 
having done every thing which man could do to 
retrieve me. 

The hurry of fpirits and furprife I had un- 
dergone, in effeSing this retreat, produced fuch a 
<iiforder in my conftitution, that I began to fear 
I fhouid be delivered before I could be provided 
with neceflaries for the occafion. I fignified my 
apprehenfion to Mr. S — , who, witn infinite 
care and concern, endeavoured to find a more 
convenient place ; and, after all his enquiries, 
was obliged to fix upon a paltry apartment in the 
city, though his tendernefs was extremely fhocked 
at the neceflity of choofing it. However there 
was no remedy, nor time to be loft : to this mi- 
ferable habitation I was carried in a hackney 
coach ; and though extremely ill, bore my fate 
with ^iiit and refignation, in teftiwioiv:^ oC vnj 
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'^ifincere and irideliMe -attachment to my Ibveis, 
for whofe eafe said pleafure I could have fufFered 
Tevery inconvenience, and even fiicrificed my 

Uife. 

Immediately-after I had' taken poffeflion of my 
wretched apartment, I was coitftrained by my in- 
difpofitioii to go to bed, and fend for neceffary 
help ; and in a few hoars a living pledge of my 
■love and indifcretion faw the light, though the 
tefrors and fatigue 1 had undergone had affefted 

' this little mnocent fo feverely, that it fcarce diC- 
covered any vJfible- figns of life. 

My grief at this'misfortune was inexpreflible : 
1 forthwith difpatchcd a nief&ge-to the dear, the 
anxious f&thcr', who flew to my arms, and fhardd 
my forrow, with all the gentlenefe of love and 
parental fondnefs.; yet our fears were (for that 
time) happily difappoirited by the recovery of our 
infant 'daughter, "Who was committed to the 
charge of a nurfe in the neighbourhood ; fo that 

'I could every day be fatlsfied in my enquiries aboik 
her health. Thus I continued a whole fortnight 
in a flate of happinefs and tranquillity, being 
bleffed with ^ the converfation and tender offices 
of my admirer, whofe love and attention I whol- 
ly ingrofled. In a word, he gave up all bufinefs 
and amufement, and concentered all his care and 
affiduity in miniftring to my eafe arid fatisfaftion. 
And fure I had no caufe to regret what I had fuf>- 
fered on his account. 

But this my agreeable fituation was one day 
difturbed by a moft alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. The 
room under my bed-chamber took fire ; I imme- 
diately fmelled it, and faw the people about me 
in the utmo& perplexity aud coufternatioD) though 
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they would not own the true caufe of their con- 
fufion, left my health fliould fu£Fer in the fright. 
Neverthelefs I was fo calm in my enquiries, that 
they ventured to tell me my fufpicion was but too 
juft ; upon which .1 gave fuch diredlions as I 
thought would fecure rae from catching cold, in 
tcafe there ftiould be a neceflity for removing me; 
t)ut the fire being happily extinguiftied, I eicaped 
that ceremony, which might have coft me my 
life. Indeed it was furpriung, that the agitation 
of my fpirits did not produce fome fatal effeft 
upon my conftitutiori ; and I looked upon my de- 
liverance as the' preteftion of a particular pro- 
vidence. 

Though I efcaped the hazard of a fudden' re- 
moval, I found it was high time to change my 
lodgings, becaufe the neighbours rufhing into 
the houfe, upon the alarm of fire, had difcovered 
my (ituation, though tliey were ignorant of my 
name ; and I did not think myfelf fafe in being 
the fubjedl of their conjeftures. Mr. S ,*- there- 
fore procured another apartment, with better ac- 
commodation, to which I was carried, as ibon 
-as my health would admit of my removal ; and 
foon after my lord wrote" to me by the hands of 
my lawyer, earneftly intreating me to drop my 
profecution, and come home. But I would not 
comply with his requeft ; and nothing was farther 
from my intention than the -defire of receiving 
. any favours at his hands, 
' Thus repulfed, he fet on foot a mod accurate 
fearch for my perfon ; in the courfe of which he 
is faid to have deteded feveral- ladies and young 
girls, who had reafuns for keeping themfelves 
concealed ; and had like to have been very fe- 
verely handled for his impertinent curiofity* Be- 
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ing unfuccefsful in all his attempts^ he entered 
into a treaty with one Sir R H — , a perfon 
of a very indifferent charafter, who undertook 
to fumifli him with an infallible expedient to dif- 
cover the place of my'abode, if he would gratify 
him with a bond for a thoufand pounds ; which 
being executed accordingly, this worthy knight 
advertifed me and my maid in the public papers, 
offering one hundred pounds as a reward to any 
perfon who fhould difclofe the place of our re- 
tirement. 

As foon as the paper fell into my hands I was 
aigain involved in perplexity ; and being afraid of 
ftaying in town, refolved, with the concurrence 
of my lover, to accept of an invitation I had re- 
ceived from the duke of K— , who had by this 
time arrived in England, with that lady whom 
I have already mentioned, as one of our parties 
at Paris. Having vifited ray little infant, I next 
day fet out for the duke's country- feat, which is 
a moft elegant chateau^ and ftands in a charming 
fituation : Mr. S — followed in a few days ; we 
met with a very cordial reception ; his grace was 
civil and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved 
pleafure ; Madam la T — was formed to pleafe : 
there was always a great deal of "good company 
in the houfe ; fo that we pafTed our time agree- 
ably in playing at billiards and cards, hunting, 
walki g, reading and converfation. 

But my terms of happinefs were generally of 
fhort duration. In the midft of this fehcity I 
was overtaken by a moft fevere afHiAion, in the 
death of my dear haplefs infant, who had in- 
groffed a greater fhare of my tendernefs, than per- 
haps I even fhould have paid to the offspring of a 
Je^itiiB^te contra^ becaufe the circuxnftance of 
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licr birth would have been an infurmounlable mif- 
fortune to her through the whole courfe of her 
life, and rendered her ablblutely dependent on my 
love and protedion. 

While I ftili liunented the untimely fate of this 

fair bloflbm, lord came down> and demanded 

me as his wife ; but the fuit Which 1 then main- 
tained again (I him deprived ^m, for the prefent, 
of an hufband's right 4 and therefore the duke 
would not deliver me into his hands. 

in fix months he repeated his vifit and demand ; 
and an agreement vms patched up, in confequencc 
of which 1 confented to live irt the fame houle 
with him, on condition tliat he (hould never defire 
to fleep with me, or take any other raeafure to 
difturb my peace ; otherwife I ftiould be at liberty 
to leave him again, and intitled to the provifion 
of a feparate maintenance. To thefc articles I af- 
fented, by the advicj of my lawyers, with a view 
of obtaining the payment of my pin-money, which 
I had never received fince our parting, but fub. 
filled on the fale of my jewels, wliich were very 
confiderable, and had been prefented to me with 
full power of alienation. As to mv lover, he had 
no fortune to fiipport me ; and for that reafon 
1 was fcrupuloufly cautious of augmenting his ex- 
pence. 

We had now enjoyed each other's company for 
three years, during which otir mutual palfion had 
fuffered no abatement, nor had my happinefs been 
mixed with any confiderable allay, except that 
late ftroke of providence which I have - already 
mentioned, and the refledlion of the forrow that 
hiy conduft had intailed upon my dear father, 
whom I loved beyond expreflion, and whom no- 
thing could have compelled me to difQbU^<2 but a 

Vol. IIL G xaa\fe 
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more powerful flame, that prevailed over every 
other confide rat ion. As I w^as now forced to 
break off this inchanting correfpondence, it is not 
to be doubted that our parting coft us the moll 
acute fenfations of grief and difappointinent. 
However there ^^as no remedy : I tore myfelf 
from his arms, took my leave of the family, after 
having acknowledged my obligations to the duke, 
and fet out for the place of rendezvous, where I 
was met by my lord, attended by a Reward whom 
he had lately engaged, and who was one chief 
caufe of our future feparations. My lord having 
quitted his houfe in town, conducted me to his 
lodgings in Pall-Mail, and infilled upon fleeping 
witTi me the firft niglit ; but I refufed to gratify 
bis defire, on the authority of our agreement. 

This difpute produced a cjuarrel, inrconfequence 
of which. I attempted to leave tlie houfe. He en- 
deavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly locked 
iiim in, ran down Hairs, and calling a hackney- 
coach, made the bell of my way into the city, to 
my father's lodgings, wher« 1 lay, the family 
being in town, tho' he hi mfcif was in the coun- 
try'. I wrote to him immediately ; and when he 
came to London, declared my intention of fepa- 
rating from my lord ; in which, feeing me obflinate 
and determined, he at length acquiefced, and a 
formal feparation accordingly enfued, which at 
that time I thought binding and immutable. 

I was now fheltered under the wings of -an in- 
dulgent father^ who had taken me into favour 
agam, on the fuppofition that my commerce 
with Mr. S — was abfolutely at an end. Never- 
tiielefs, tho' we had feparated in all appearance^ 
forever, we had previoufly agreed to maintain 
^ux correfpondence in private interviews, which- 
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doidd efcape the notice of the world, with 
which I was again obliged to keep fome mea- 
fures. 

Our parting at the duke of K —'s houfe in the 
country was attended with all the genuine marks 
of fincere and reciprocal affecSion, and I livtfd in 
the fweet hope, of feeing him again, in ail the 
tranfport of his former pafTion, when my lawyer, 
who received my letters, brought toe a billet one 
night, juft asl bad gone to bed. Seeing the fu- 
perfcription of S— 's hand- writing, 1 opened it 
with all the impatience of an abfent lovel* ; but 
how fhall I defcribe the aftonifliment and confler- 
nation with which I was fdzed, when 1 perufed 
the contents! Inftead of the mod tender vows 
and proteftations, this fatal epillle began with, 
Madam^ the^ bejt thing you can do is to return to your 
father :i or fome cold and killing exprellion, to 
that effedt. 

Heaven and eafrtli! what did I feel at this dire 
conjun6lure ! The light forfook my ey6s, a cold 
fweat bedewed my limb», and I was overwhelmed 
with fuch a torrent of Ibrrow and furprize, that 
every body .prefent believed I \Vould have died 
under the violent agitation. They endeavoured 
to fupport my fpirits with repeated draughts of 
ftrong liquor, which had no fenfible effect upon 
my conftitutien, though for eight whole )'cars 
I had drank notliing flronger than watet ; and I 
muft have infallibly perifhe^l in the firft extacy of 
my grief, had it not made its way ih a fit of tears 
and exclamation, in which I continued all night, 
to the amazertient of the family, whom my con- 
dition had alarmed, and raifed from their repofe. 
My father was the only perfon who gueffed the 
^ufe of my afflidlion ; he faid he was Cute I IxaA 
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received fome ill ufage in a letter or meffage from 
that rafcal S — (fo he termed him in thebittemeft 
ofpafTion). 

.At mention of that name my agony redoubled 
to fuch a degree, that all who were prefent wept 
at fight of my deplorable' condition. My poor fa- 
ther Ihed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell 
him the caufe of my difquiet : upon which, rather 
tl^an confefs the truth, I amufed his concern, by 
pretending that my lover was ill. The whole fa- 
mily having flayed by me till I was a little more 
compofed, left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the morning ; but 
I enjoyed no reft : 1 revolved every circumftance 
of my condudl, endeavouring to find out the 

caufe of this fatal change in S 's difpofition"; 

and as I could recolleft nothing which could 
juftly give offence, conpluded that fome malicious 
pcrfons had abufed his ears wit^h ftories to my 
prejudice.. 

With this conjefture I got up, and fent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I infifted 
upon feeing him, that I might have an opportu- 
nity of juftifying myfelf in perfon ; a tafk which 
would be eafily performed, as I had never of- 
fended, but in loving too well. I waited v^ith 
the moft anxious impatience for the return of my 
mefTenger, who brought me an anfwer couched 
in the coldeft terms of civility wliich indifference 
could dictate ; acknowledging, however, that he 
had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it was 
for the good of us both we fhould part. — He 
ought to have refle<3:ed on that before, not after 
I had facrificed my all for his love ! I was well 
nigh diftradted by this confirmation of his incon- 
ilaiicy J and I wonder to this day how I retained 

• ' ' the - 
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the ufe of reafon, under fuch circumftances- of 
horror aiid defpair ! My grief laid afrde all de- 
corum and reftraint ; I told my father that S — 
-was dying, and that I \yould vifit liim with ail 
expedition. 

Startled at the propofal, this careful parent dc- 
monftrated the fatal confequence of fuch an un- 
guarded ftep, reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he liad prevailed upon my mother and uncle 
to forgive my former imprudence, obferved that 
his intention was to carry me into the country" 
next day, in order to effeft a perfeS reconcilia- 
tion ; but now 1 was on the brink of forfeiting 
all pretenfioBS to their regard, by committing ano- 
ther fatal error, which could not poflibly be re- 
trieved J and that for his part, whatever pangs it 
might coft him, he was refulved to banifh. m^ 
from his fight for £ver. 

While he uttered this declaration the tears 
trickled down his , cheeks, and he feemed over- 
whelmed with the keeneft forrow and mortifica- 
tion 5 fo it may be eafily conceived what were the 
imprefliom pf my grief, reinforced with the afflic- 
tion of a fathef whom I dearly loved, and the 
confcioufiieis of being the caufe of all his difquiet I 
I was firuck dumb with remorfe and woe ; and 
ivhen I recovered the ufe of fpeech, I told him 
how fenfible I was of his great goodnefs and hu-< 
manity, and owned how little I deferved his favour 
and afieilion ; that the fwife of my own unwor- 
thinefs was one. caufe of my prefent diftradlion , 
for fuch was the condition of i;ny fate, that I muft 
either fee S — or die. I faid, ^ou^ I could not 
expeAhis forgivenefSj I was furely worthy of his 
compaflion ; that nothing but the moft irrefiftible 
palfiion CQuld have iniiled me at firft from my duty,; 
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or tempted me to incur the leaft degree of his diP- 
pleafure ; that the fame fetal influence ftill pre- 
vailed^ and would, in aH probability, continue to 
the grave, which was die only abode in which I 
hoped for peace. 

While I expreffed myfelf in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the moft tender fym- 
pathv, and faying 1 might do as I pleafed, for he 
had^one with me, quitted the room, leaving me 
to the cruel fenfations of my own Heart, which 
almoft burfted with anguifh, upbraiding me with 
a fault which I could not help committing. 

I immediatelv hired a chariot and fix, and would 
have fet out by myfelf, had not my father's affec- 
tion, which all my errors could not efface, prov^ided 
an attendant. He faw me quite delirious and de- 
fpcrate ; and therefore engaged a relation of my 
own to accompany and take care of me in tliis rafh 
expedition. 

During this journey, which laft two days, I felt 
no remimon of grief and anxiety, but Underwent 
the moft intolerable forrow and fufpence : at laft 
AVfe arrived at a little houfe called the Hut, on 
Sahft)ury-plain, where, in the moft frantic agi- 
tation, I wrote a ktter to S , deferibing the 

miferablc condition to which I was reduced by his 
unkindnefs, and defiring to fee him, with the moft 
earneft fohcitations. 

This billet I committed to the car^ of my at- 
tendant, and laid ftrong injunftions upon him to 
tell Mr. S — — , my irljuries were fo great, and 
my defpair fo violent, 'that if he did not favour 
me with a vifit, I would go to him, though at 
his fifter's houfe, where he then was. 

He received my meffage with great coldnefs, 
and told xny friend, that if I would return tq 

1-on- 
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London without inCfting upon the inten'iew I de- 
manded, he would in^ a Httle time follow me to 
town, and every thing fliould be amicably adjuflerl; 
but when the meflenger afliired hira, that I was 
too much tranfported with grief, to hear o£ 
fuch a propofal, lie confented to meet me in 
the middle of Saliibury -plain, that we might avoid 
all obfervation : and though 1 was. Utile able to 
walk, 1 fet out on foot for the place of aflig- 
nation, my companion following at a fmall dif- 
tance. 

When I faw him leading his horfe down the 
hill^ I coUedled all my fortitude, and advanced to 
him with all the fpecd I eould exert ; but whea 
I made an effort to fpeak, my tongue denied its 
office ; and fo lively was the expreffion of unutter- 
able forrow in my countenance, that his heart 
(hard as it was) melted at fight of my fufFerings, 
which he well knew proceeded from the fmcerity 
of my love. At length I reco\'ered the ufe of 
fpeech, enough to tell him, that I was come ta 
take my leave ; and when I would have proceeded, 
my voice failed me again : but, after a coiilider- 
able paufe, 1 found means, with great difficulty,, 
to let him know how fenfible I was of my own in- 
capacity to retrieve his loft afFed ions ; but that I 
was willing (if poffible) to retain his efteem, of 
which, could I be affijred, I would endeavour to. 
compofe myfelf ; that I was determined to leave, 
the kingdom, becaufe I could not bear the fight 
of thofe places where we had been fo happy in our 
mutual love; and that, till my departure, I hoped 
he would vifit me fometimes, that I might, by 
degrees, wean myfelf from his company ; for T 
jQiould not be ^le to furvive the Ihock of being' 
deprived of liim all at once^ 
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This addrefs may feem very humble to an un^ 
uncoaccrned obferver ; but love will tame the 
proudeft difpofkion, as plainly appeared in my 
cafe ; for I had naturally as much fpirit, or more, 
than the generality of people have. Mr. S — was 
ft> much confounded at the manner of my beha- 
viour, that he fcarce knew what anfwer to make j 
for (as he afterwards owned) he expelled to hear 
himfelf upbraided ; but he was not proof again ft* 
my tendernefs. After fome hefitation, he faid 
he never meant to forfake me entirely, that his 
affeftion was ftill unimpaired, and that he would 
follow me dire6lly to London. I impofed upon 
myfelf, and believed what he faid, becaufe I could 
not bear to think of parting with him for ever, 
and returned to town in a more tranquil ftate of 
mind than that in which I had left my father, 
though my heart was far from being af eafe ; 
my fears being ingenious enough to fotefee, that 
I fhould never be able to overcome his indif- 
ference. 

I took lodgings in Mount-fireet, and my maid 
having difpofed of herfelf in marriage, hired an- 
other, who fupplied her place very much to my 
fatisfa6tion ; fhe tvas a good girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many years, during 
which fhe lived in my fervice, was indefatigably 
alTiduous in contributing to my eafe, or rather, 
in alleviating my affliftion : for, though S — — * 
came up to town according to promife, and re- 
newed a fort of correfpondence with me for the 
fpace of five months, his complaifance would 
extend no farther ; and he gave me to underfland, 
riiat he had determined to go abroad with Mr. 

V ^ ; whom he accordingly accompanied in his 

cuYQying to p. n. . -' 
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I underflood the real caufe of this exp^ditiony 
which, notwithftanding his oaths and protefla- 
tions of unahated love and regard, I conftnied 
into a pfalpabl^raark of diflike and difrefpeS; nor 
could the repeated affarances I received from hirh 
in letters, mitigate the angtiifh and mortification • 
that preyed upon my heart. I therefore gave up 
all hopes of recovering the happincfs I had loft ; 
I told him on the eve of his departure, that he 
might exercife his gallantry a great while, before 
he would meet with my fellow, in point of fince- 
rity and love ; for I would rather have been a 
fervant in his houfe, with the privilege bf feeing 
him, than the queen of England debarred of that 
pleafure. . 

When he took his leave, and went down^ ftairs^ 
I fhrunk at every ftep he ^ade, as if a new 
wound had been mflidled upon me ; and when I 
heard the door fhut behind him, niy heart died 
within mcr (I had the fatisfaftion to hear after- 
Wards, he lamented the lofs of me prodigioufly, 
and that he had never been fo happy fince.) I fat 
down to write a letter, in which I forgave his^ 
indifference, becaufe I knew the afffedlions are al- 
together involuntary, and wiftied him all the hap* 
pinefs he deferved. I then walked up' and dowh 
the room in the moft reftlefs anxiety, was put t6 
bed by my maid, rofe at fix, mounted my horfe, 
and rode forty miles, in order to fatigue myfelf, 
that I might next night enjoy fome repofe. 
This exercife I daily underwent for months to- 
gether ; and when it did not anfwer my purpofe, 
I ufed to walk round Hyde-park in the evening, 
when the place was quite folitary, and unvifited 
by kny other human creature# 

G s Vs^ 
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In the courfe of this melancholy perambol^- 
t'lon, I was one ^ay accofted by a very great 
man, who, after the firll falutatioTi, afked whe- 
ther or not my intercourfe with S was at an 

end ; and if I had any allowance from my hul- 
band ? To the firfl of thefe queftioris, I replied 
in the affirmative ; and to the laft anfwered, that 
my lord did not allow me a great deal ; indeed I 
^might have truly faid nothing at all ; but I was 
too proud to own my indigence. He then ex- 
prefTed his wonder, how one like. me, who had 
been ufed to fplendour arid affluencp from my 
cradle, could make fhift to live in m}^ prefent 
narrow circumflances ; and when I told him thai 
I could make a yery good fhift, fo I had peace, 
he feemed to lament my fituatiou, and very 
kindly invited me to fup witli his wife, at his 
lioufe. 1 accepted the invitation, without any 
apprehenfion . of the confecpience ; and when I 
went to the place, was introduced into an apartr 
ment magnificently lighted up (I fuppofe) for my, 
reception. 

After I had ftayed alone for fome time in this 
myfterious fituation, without feeing a living foulj 
ray invitei; appeared, and faid, he hoped I wpuld 
not take it amifs, tliat he and. L were to fup by 
,oprfelves>, as he. had fometliing to fay,., which 
could not be fo properly communicated before 
company or fervants. I then, for the firft time, 
perceived his drift, to my no fmall furprife and in- 
dignation ; and with evident marks of difpleafurc 
told him,, I was, fure he had nothing topr.opofc 
that wouM bei agreeable to my inclination, and 
that I would immediately leave the houfe.. Upon 
which he gave me to underftand, that I could not 
poflibly retire, becaufe-he had fent away my chaiV, 

and 
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and all his fervants were difpofed to obey his- 
orders. ' 

Incenfed at tliis declaration, which I confiderecf 
as an infult, I anfwered with an air of refolii- 
tion, it was very well ; I defpifed his contrivance,* 
and was afraia of nobody. Seeing me thu^ 
alarmed, he aflured me I had no reafon to be 
afraid ; that he had loved me long, and coulcf ' 
find no other opportunity of declaring his paflion.- 

He faid, the Q^ had totd him, that lord — 

had renewed his addi-effes to me ; and as he un- 
derftood from my own mouth, my correfpond^ 

dence with S was abfolutely broke off, he 

thought himfelf as well intitled as another to my 
regard. In conclufion he told me, tiiat I might 
command his purfe, and that he had power 
enough to bring me into the world again witit 
eclat. To thefe advances I replied, that he was 
very much miftaken in his opinion of my chas. 
rafter, if he imagined I was to be won by any 
temptations of fortune, and very frankly declared, 
that I would rather give myfelf to a footman, than 
fell myfelf to a prince.. 

Supper beingTer\'ed\ve fat down together ; but 
r would neither eat nor drink anything, except ^ 
a little bread and water ; for I was an odd'whim- 
fical.girl; and "it came into my head, that he 
might, perhaps, have mixed fbmething in the 
victuals or wine, which would alter my way of 
thinking. In fhort, finding himfelf baffled in 
all his endeavours, he permitted me about twelve 
o'clock to depart^in peace, . and gave up; his ; fuit* 
as a defperate caufe. 

This uncomfortable Jife did I fead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the leaft abatement 
of my melanchol}'. Finding myfelf worn to a 

G 6- fkeletony 



X34 ^^^ Adventures cf 

enamoured of me, in a ftyle fo different fron 
of my other admirers, that I heard his pro 
tibns without difguft ; and though my inclin; 
were flill free, could not find in my heart t 
countenance his addreffes, which were pre! 
with the moft engaging mode fly, difinterefte< 
and refped^. 

By thefe never-failing arts, he gradually 
quered my indifference, and gained the prefe 
in my efleem from lord C -y and^th'e prir 

C , who were at that time his rivals. 

what contributed (more than any confidera 
to his fuccefs, was his declaring openly, th 
would marry me without hefitation, as foor 
could obtain a divorce from my prefent huf 
which, in all probability, might have been < 
procured ; for before 1 left England, lord 
had offered me five thouland pounds, if fv 
confent to fuch a mutual releafe, that he mig 
at liberty to efpoufe one Mifs W — of Ken 
whom he then-made love upon honourable te 
but I was fool enough to refufe his propofa 
the advice of S — : and whether or not his 
fhip, finding it imprafticable tOAved'hisnew 
trefs, began to make love upon another foo 
I know not ; but certain it is, the mother fc 
him the houfe, a circumftance which he toe 
heinoufly ill, that he appealed 'to the world 
public advertifement, beginning with, ^f^he 
fir [ome time^ I have pajfionately loved Mifs V 
ana upon my not complying with th'e tnothers pt 
falsy they have turned me cut of doors ; this 
Xujiifyy &c. 

This declaration, fign.ed with his name, 
aftually printed in a number of detached ad 
tifements, which he ordered to be diitribute 
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the pidblic ; and afterwards, being convinced by 
fome of his friends, that he had done a very fiUy 
thing, he recalled them at half a guinea a piece ^ 
A copy of one of them was fent to me at Paris ; 
and I believe my father has now one of the origi- 
nals in his pofleflion. After this wife vindication 
of his condudl, he made an attempt to carry offtlie 
lady from church, by force of arms ; but (he was 
refcued by the neighbours, headed by her brother, 
who being an attorney, had like to have made his 
lordfhip fraaft feverely for this exploit. 

Mean while^. my new admirer had made fomc 
progrefs in my hearty and my finances being ex- 
haufted, I was reduced to the alternative of re- 
turning to lord — again, or accepting earl 

B *s lovT. When my affairs were brought 

to that iffue, I made no hefitation in my choice, 
putting myfelf under the protedlon of a man 
of honour whom t efleemed, rather than fuffer 
every fort of mortification from a perfon who 
was the objeft of my abhorrence and contempt. 
From a miftaken pride, I chofe to live in lord 

B y's houfe, rather than be maintained at his 

expence in any other place. We fpent fevers^l 
months agreeably in balls and other diver fions, 

vifited lord B k, who lived at the diflance of 

a few leagues from Paris, and fta)'ed fome days at 
his houfe, where the entertainment was, in all 
refpedls, delightful, elegant, and refined. Their 
habitation was the rendezvous of the beft com- 
pany in France ; and Udy Ri k maintained 

the fame fuperiority.in her own f(^x,,ibr whicli 
her lord i§ fo juffly diftinguiihed among, the 

men* 

About Chriftmas we fet out for England, ac- 
companied by a. little Nortl\. Briton, who lived 

witl\ 
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with lord B as his companion, and did not at 

all approve of our correfpondence ; whether out 
of real friendfliip for his patron, or apprehehiifion 
that in time I might fuperfede his own irtfluence 
with my lord, I mall not pretend to determine. 
Be that as it will, the froft was fo fevere, that 
we were detained ten days at Caflais, before wb 
could get out of the harboiur ; and during that 
time, I refleiSed ferioufly on what my new lover 
had propofed : as he was very young, and unac- 
quainted with the world, I thought my ftory 
might have efcaped him ; and therefore deter- 
mined to give him a faithful detail of the whole, 
that he might not have any thing to reproach me 
with in tbje fequel : befides, I did riot think it 
honeft to engage him to do more for me than he 
might afterwards, perhaps, think I was worthy 
AccoMingly, I communicated to him every par- 
ticular of my life ; and the narration, far from 
altering his fentiments, rather confirmed his good 
opinion, by exhibiting an undoubted proof of my 
franknefs and fincerity. . In fhort, he behaved 
with fuch generofity, as made an abfolute con- 
queft of my heart : but my love was of a different 
kind from that which had formerly reigned withirt 
my breaft, being founded upon the warmefl gra- 
titude and efteem, exclufive of any other con- 
fideration, though his perfon was very agreeable, 
and his addrefs engaging. 

When-we arrived in England, I went direSly 
to his country-feat, about twelve miles from 
London, where he foort joined me, and wd 
lived fome time in perfeft retiremeilt, iiis rela- 
tions being greatly alarmed with the apprehelifion 
that lord — would bring an aftion againft him ; 
though he himfelf defired nothing more, and 

lived 
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lived fo eafy under . that expectation, that they 
foon laid afide their fears on his account. 

We Ivere vifitcd by Mr. H B — ^— , a re- 

liatien of my lord, and one Mr. R -- — of the 
guards, who, with the little Scotchman and my 
J over, made an agreeable fet, among whom I 
enjoyed hunting, and all manner of country 

diverfions. As to Mr. H B , if ever 

there was a perfeftion in one man, it centered 
ill him ; or at leaft, he, of all the men I ever 
knew, approached neareft to that idea which I 
had conceived of a perfeft charaSer. He Was 
both good and great, poffeffed. an uncomfnon 
genius, and the beft of hearts. Mr. R — was a 
very fociable man, had a good perfon and Culti- 
vated underftanding ; and my lord was e>ccef- 
fivefy good huitidilred ; fo that, with fuch com* 
paniotTs, no place could be dull or irtfrpid : foir 
my 6wn part, I conduced the family ; and as I 
endeavoured to pleafe and make every body hap* 
py, I had the good fortune to fucceed. Mr. B — 
told me, that before he faw me, he heard I #ds 
a fool ; but finding (as he was pleafed to fay) 
tlTat I had been egregioufly tnifrepfefetited, he 
courted tny friendfliip, and a correfpondende 
commenced between us : indeed, it was impof- 
fible for any perfoti to know him, without en- 
tertaining the utmoft efteem and veneration for 
his virtue. 

After I had lived fome time in this agreeable 
retreat, my hufband began to make a buftle, ; he 
lent a mefllige, demandmg me from lord B — ; 
then came in perfon, with hi$ night-cap in his 
pocket, intending to have flayed all night, had 
be been aflced, and attended by a relation, whom 

• - -he 
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he aiTurcd that I was very fond of him, and de^- 
tained by force from his arms. 

Finding himfelf difappointed in his expeda- 
tions, he commenced a law-fuit againft lord B — , 
though not for a divorce, as we defired, but 
with a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife* 
His lawyers, however, attempted to prove cri- 
minal converfation, in hopes of extorting mone)f 
from my lover ; but their endeavours were alto- 
gether fruitlefs ; for no fervant of lord B 's 

or mine, could with juflice fay, we were ever 
feen to trefpafs againft modefty and decorum ; fo 
that the plaintiff was nonfuited. 

While this caufe was depending, all my lo- 
ver's friends expreffed fear and concern for the 
ifliie, while he himfelf behaved with the utnK>ft 
refolution, and gave me fuch convincing proofs 
of a firong and fteady affeflion, as augmented 
my gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my love, 
which was unblemiflied, faithful, and fmcere. 

Soon after this event, I was feized with a vio- 
lent fit of illnefs, in which I was vifited by my 
father, and attended by two phyficians, one of 
whom defpaired of my life, and took his leave 

accordingly ; but Dr. S , who was the other, 

perfifted in his attendance, and in all human 
appearance faved my life; a circumflance by 
which he acquired a great fhare of reputation :. 
yet, notwithftanding all his afTiftance, I was con- 
fined to my bed for ten weeks; during which, 

lord B 's grief was immoderate, his care and 

genetofity unlimited. While I lay in this ex* 
tremity, Mr. S , penetrated by my melan- 
choly condition, which revived his tendernefs, , 
begg'd leave t<x be admitted^o my prefence ; and 
lord B— — would ha^ve complied with his re- 

^uefi^ 
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qiieft, had I not been judged too weak to beaf 
the fhock of fuch an inten^iew. My conftitu- , 
tion, however, agreeably difappointed their fears ; 
and the fever had no i'ooner left me, than I was 
removed to a hunting feat belonging to my lover, 
from whence, after I had recovered my ftrength, 
we went to B— — Caftle, where we kept open 
houfe : and while we remained at this' places lord 

B • received a letter from lord , dated 

in November, challenging him to fingle combat 
in May, upon the frontiers of France and Flan- 
ders. This defiance was ient in confequence of 
what had palled betwixt them long before my in* 
difpofition, at a meeting in a certain tavern, where 
they quarrelled, and in the fray my lover threw 
his antagonift under the table. I counfelled him 
to take no notice of: this rhodomontade, which I 
knew was void of all intention of perfoxmance ; 
and he was wife enough to follow my advice ) 
relblved, however, ihould the meflage be re-« 
peated, to take tlie challenger at his word. 

Having refided forae time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country-houfe which he had 
left, where lord B — — addicted himfelf fo much 
to hunting, and other male diverfions, that I be* 
gan to think he negledled me, and apprized him 
of n>y fufpicion ; alTuring him at the fame time, 
that I would leave him as foon as my opinion 
(hould be coilfirmed. 

This declaration had no effect upon his beha* 
viour, which became fo remarkably- cold, that 
even Mr. R-^, who lived with us, imagined that 
his affedtion was palpably diminiihed. When 
I went to town, 1 was ufually attended by his 
coufln, or this gentleman, or both, but feldom 
£aivoured with his company ; nay, when I rQ« 
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paired to Bath, for the re-eftablifliment of my" 
health, he permitted me to go alone ; fo that I 
was quite perfuaded of his indifference \ and yet-, 
I was miftaken in my opinion: biit I had been 
fpoiied by the behaviour of my firft hufband, j^id 
Mr. S — , who never quitted me for the fake of 
any amufement, and often refifted the calls of the 
moft urgent bufmefs rather than part from me, 
though but for a few hours. I thought-every 
man who loved me truly, would aft in the fame 
manner; and whether I am' right or wrolig in 
my conjeftures, I leave wifer cafuifts to judge. 
Certain it is, fuch facrifice and devotion is the 
moft pleafmg proof of an admirer's paffion ; and 
Voye% mot plus fouv^nt^ ^ ne me dermez rten^ is 
one of my favourite maxims. A man may give 
money, becaufe he is profufe ; hemay beviofently 
fond, becauiit he is of a fanguine conAitiilioa ; 
but if he 0ive»me his time, he gives me an ^aaa^ 
queftionable proof of my being in full poifelSoa 
of his heart. 

My appearance at Bath, without the company 

of lord B- , occaiioned a general furprife^ 

and encouraged the men to pefter me with ad* 
dreffes ; every ne\y admirer endeavouring to ad* 
Vance his fuit, by demohfirating the rnikind and 
difrefpeSful behaviour of his lordfliip. Indeed^ 
this was the moft effedual ftring they could touch : 
my pride and refentment were alarmed, and I 
was weak enough to liften to one-man, who had 
like to have infmciated himfelf into my inc^ina* 
tions. He was tall and large boned, with white 
hair, inclining to what is called fandy^ and had 
the reputation of being handfome, though I think 
he fcarcedefcrved that epithet. He poffeffed a large 
fortune, loVed mifchief, and ftuck at nglhing iot 

the 
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nHie accomplifliment of his defigns ; one of hid 
chief pieafures, beitig that of fetting any two 
lovers at variance. He employed his addrefs up- 
on me with great afliduity, and knew fo well how 
to manage my refentment, that I was pleafed 
with his manneJr, heard his vows without difguft, 
and, in a word, promifed to deliberajte with my- 
felf upon his propofals, and give lum an account 
of my determination in writing. 

Thus refolved, I went to lord B — , in Wilt- 
fhire, whitlier I was followed by this pretender 
to my heart, who vifited us on the footing of an 
acquaintance ; but when 1 refledled on what I had 
done, I condemned my own conduft as indif- 
creet, though nothing decifive had paffed between 
us, and began to hate him in proportion to the 
felf-convidion I felt ^ perceiving lliat I had in- 
volved myfelf in a difficulty from which I Ihould 
not be eafily difengaged. For the prefent, how- 
ever, I found means to poftpone my declaration ; 
he admitted my excufe, and 1 returned to Lon- 
don with lord B - , who was again fummoned 
to the field by his former challenger. 

H — d— n, -governor, counfellor, and fteward 
to this little hero, came to lord B - with a ver- 
bal meflage, importing, that his lordfhip had 
changed his mind about going to Flanders, but 
expedled to meet him on fuch a day and hour, 
in the burying^ground near Red-lion-fquare. 
Lord B— accepted the challenge, and gave me 
an account of what had paffed ; but he had been 
jHiticipated by the melfenger, who had already 
tried to alarm my fears, from the confideration of 
the confequence, that I might take fome meafures 
to prevent their meeting. I perceiv^ed his 
drift, and told him plainly that loicd — — Ww 

t '^^ 
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fio intention to rifque his perfon, though he en- 
deavoured with all his might to perfuade me, that 
his principal was defperate and determined. I 
knew my little hulband too well, to think he 
would bring matters to any dangerous illue, and 
was apprehenfive of nothing but foul play, from 
the villany of H— n^ with which I was equally 
Well acquainted. Indeed I (igniiied my doubts on 
that fcore to Mr. B , who would have at- 
tended his kinfman to the field, h^d he not thought 
he might be liable to cenfure, if any thing (hould 
happen to lord B — , becaufe he himfelf was heir 
at law : for that reafon, he nidiciouflv declined 
being perfonally concerned ; and we pitched upon 
iheearlof A— , his lordfhip's uncle, who wil-* 
Kngly undertook the office. 

At the appointed time they Vvent to the place 
of rendezvous, wliere they had not waited long 
when the challenger appeared, in a n^w pink fa- 
tin waiftcoat, which he had put on for the oc^ 
cafion, with his fword under his ami, and his 
fteward by him, leaving, in an hackney-coach^ 
at fome diftance, a furgeon wliom he had pro- 
vided for the care of his perfon. Thus equipped 
he advanced to his antagonift, and defired him to 
choofe his ground^ upon which lord B — told 
him, that if he muft fall, it was not material 
which grave he ihould tumble over. 

Our little hero finding him fo jocofe and de- 
termined, turned to lord A——, and defired to 
fpeak with him, that he might dilburden liis con- 
fcience before they fhould begin the work of 
death. They accordingly went afidc ; and he 

fave him to underftand, that his motive for 
ghting, was lord B — 's detaining his wife from 
kim by compulfion. The earl of A— affured 
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"him, he was egregioufly miflaken in his conjec- 
ture ; that his nephew ufed no force or undue in- 
fluence to keep me in his houfe ; but it coukl not 
be expedled tliat he would turn me out of doors. 

This explanation was altogether fatisfaftory 
to lord — , who faid he was far from being fo 
tmieafoiiable as to eXpe6l lord B — would com- 
mit fuch a breach of hofpitality ; and all he de- 
fired was, that his wife fhould be left to her own 
inclinations- Upon thefe articles, peace was con- 
cluded, and they parted without bloodfhed. At 
leaft thefe are the particulars of the ftory, as they 
were related by lord A — , with whom I laughed 
heartily at the adventure, for I never doubted 
that the challenger would find fome expedient to 
prevent the duel, though I wondered how he 
muftered up refolution enough to carry' it fo far. 

That he might not, however, give us any 
more trouble, we refolved to go and enjoy our- 
felves in France, whither I went by mylelf, in 
hopes of being foon joined by my lover, who was 
obliged to flay fome time longer in England, to 
fettle his affairs. He was fo much affected at our 
parting (though but for a few weeks) that he was 
almofl dillradled : and this affliAion renewed my 
tendernefs for him, becaufe it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. I wrote to him every poft 
from France ; and, as I had no fecrets, delired 
him to take care of all the letters that fhould 
come to his houfc, direfted to me, after my de- 
parture from England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the 
execution of which he chanced to open a letter 
from Sir T — A-^, with whom (as I have al- 
ready obferved) I had fome correfpondence at 
I Bath. I had, according to my proimfe> ^w^w 
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this gentleman a decifive anfwer, importing, that 
I was determined to remain in my prefent fitua- 
tion ; but as lord B — was ignorant of my fenti- 
ments in that particular, and perceived from the 
letter that fomething extraordinary had pafled be- 
tween us, and that I' was earneftly folicited to 

^ leave him, he was feized with the ut mo ft conftet- 
nation and concern ; and having previoufly ob- 
tained the king's leave to go abroad, fet out that 
very night for France, leaving his affairs in the 
greateft conftifion. 

Sir T — A — hearing I was gone, without 
underftandlng the caufe of my departure, took 
the fame route, and both arrived at Dover next 
day. They heard of each other's motions : 
each bribed the mafter of a packet-boat to tranf- 
port him w4th expedition ; but that depending 
upon the wind, both reached Calais at tlie fame 
lime, though in different velfels. Sir T — fent 
his valet-de-chambre, poft, with a letter, in«- 
treating me to accompany him into Italy, where 
he would make me miftrefs of his whol^ fortune, 
and to fet out direftly for tliat country, that he 
might not lofe me by the arrival of lord B — , 
promifing to join me on the road, if I w^ould con-- 
lent to make him happy. I fent his mefTengef 
back with an anfwer, wherein I exprefftd furprize 
at his propofals, after having fignified my refolu* 
tion to. him before I left England He was fcarce 
difmiffed, when I received another letter froiii 
lord B — , befeeching me to meet him at Cler- 
mont, upon the road from Calais ; and conjuring 
me to avoid the fight of his rival, (hould he get 
the ftart of him in travelling. This, however, 
was not likely to be the caie, as lord B — rode 

poUf and the other was, by his corpulence, 
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obliged to travel in a chaife ; yet that I might not 
increafe his anxiety, I lett Paris immediately on 
the receipt of liis meffage) and met him at the ap- 
pointed place, where he received me with all the 
agitation of joy and fear, and afked if I had ever 
-encouraged Sir T — A in his addrefTes. I very 
candidly told him the whole tranfa£lion, at which 
he was incenfed ; but his indignation was ibon ap- 
peafed, when I profelTed my penitence, and af- 
fiired him that I had totally reje6led his rival* 
Not that I approve of my behaviour to Sir T — , 
who (I own) was ill ufed in this affair; but furely 
it was more excufeable to halt here, than proceed 
farther in ray indifcretion. 

My lover being fatisfied with my declaration, 
we went together to Paris, being attended by 
the Scotchman whom I have already mentioned, 
though I believe he was not over and above well 
pleafed to fee matters thus amicably compro- 
mifed. The furious knight followed us to the 
capital ; infifted on feeing me in perfon ; told 
this North-Briton, that I was adually engaged 
to him ; wrote every hour, and j:ailed at my per- 
fidious conduS. I took no notice of thefe de- 
lirious tranfports, which were alfo difregarded by 
lord B — , till one night he was exafperated by 

the infinuations of Mr. C , who, I believe, 

inflamed his jealoufy, by hinting a fufpicion that 
I was really in love with his rival. What pafled 
betwixt them I know not, but he fent for me 
from the opera, by a phyfician of Paris, who 
was a fort of go-between among us all, and 
who told me, that if I did not come home on 
the inftant, a duel would be fought on my ac- 
count. 
. Vol. III. H In^^% 
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I was very much fliockcd at this information ; 
but by being ufed to alarms from the behaviour of 
lord •• , I had acquired a pretty ^good fliare of re- 
fohition) and with ^great compolure entered the 
room >vhere lord B — was, with his companion, 
whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. I then 
gave his lordlhip to underftand, that I was in- 
formed of what had paffed, and thought myfelf 
fo much injured by the perfon who had juft quitted 
the apartment, that I would no longer live under 
the fame roof "vvfith him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 

with want of candour and aflfeftion ; but I eafily 
juftified my own integrity, and gave him fuch 
affuirances of my love that his jesdoufy fubfided, 
and his fpirits were recompofed. Neverthelefe 
X infilling upon his difmiffing Mr. C — , on pain 
of my leaving the houfe, as I could not help 
thinking he had ufed his endeavours to prejudice 
me in the opinion of my lord. If his conduA 
was the refult of fricndfliipibr his patron, he cer- 
tainly afted the part of an honeft and trufty ad- 
herent. But I could not eafily forgive him, be- 
caufe a few weeks before, he had, by my intereft, 
obtained a confiderable addition to his allowance ; 
and even after the fteps he had taken to difoblige 
me, I was not fo much his enemy but that I pre- 
vailed upon lord B — to double his falary, that 
his leaving the family might be no detriment to 
his fortune. , 

His lordfhip having complied with my demand, 
this gentleman, after having flayed three days in 
the houfe to prepare for his departute, during 
which I would not fuffer him to be admitted into 
my prefence, made his retreat with a fine youno 

girl 
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girl who was my companion ; and I have nevet 
leen him fince that time. 

: Sir T-^ ftill contimied furious^ and Would not 
take a denial^ except from nrjfpvm mouth ; upon 
which, with the approbation x)f lord B - , I in- 
dulged him with an interview. He entered the 
apartment with a fiern countenance, and told me 
I had uTed him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge* 
and begged his pardon accordmgly. I attempted 
to reafon the cafe with iiim, but he would hear 
no arguments except his own, and even tried to 
intimidate me with threats ; which provoked me 
to fuch a degree, that I defied his vengeance. 
I told him that I feared nothing but the report of 
my own confcience ; that though I had aded a 
fimple part, he durft not (ay there was any thing 
criminal in my condud ; and that from his pre- 
fent frantic and unjuil behaviour, I thought myi< 
felf happy in having efcaped him* ^ He fwore I 
was the moft inflexible of all creatures, afked if 
nothing would move me ? and when I anfweEed* 
** Nothing;" took his leave, and never after- 
wards perfecuted me with his addreffes ; though I 
have heard he was vain and falfe enough to boaft 
of favours ; which, upon my honour, he never 
received, as he himfelf, at one time, owned to 
do6):or Cantwell at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy and diC- 
tra£lion upon my account, he was loved with 
the fame violence of paflion by a certain Scotch 
lady of quality, who, when he followed me to 
France, purfued him thither with the fame eager- 
nefs and expedition. Far from being jealous of 
me as a rival (he ufed to come to my houfe^ 
implore my good offices with the objeA of 
her lovcy and laying herfelf on the floor at 

H 2 Vii^ 
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full length, before the fire, weep and cry like a 
perfon J)ereft of her fenfes. She bitterly com- 
plained, that he had never obliged her but once ; 
and begged, withi^jjie moll earneft fupplicatiohs, 
that I would give her an opportunity of feeing 
him at m;^ houfe. But I thought proper to avoid 
her company, as foon as I perceived her in- 
tention* 

We continued at Paris for fome time, during 
which I contrafted an acquaintance. ; with the 
filler of madam la T— . She was the fuppofed 

millrefs of the prince of C , endowed with a 

great (hare of underftanding, and loved pleafure 
to excefs, tho' Ihe maintained her reputation on 
a refpeftable footing, by living with her hufband 
and mother. This lady perceiving that I had 
infpired her lover with a paflion, which gave; me 
uneafmefs on .her account, aftually praSifed all 
her eloquence and art, in perfuading me to lifteii 
to his love ; for it was a maxim with her, to 
pleafe him at any rate. I was (hocked at her 
mdelicate complaifance, and rejedled the propo- 
fal, as repugnant to my prefent engagement, 
which I held as facred as any nuptial tic, and 
much more binding than a forced or unnatural 
marriage. 

Upon our return to England we lived i^ great 
harmony and peace ; and nothing was wanlting to 
my happinefs, but the one thing to me the moft 
needful ; I mean the inchanting tendernefs and 
delightful enthufiafm of love. Lord B 's heart 
(I believe) felt the foft impreffions ; and, for my 
own part I loved him with the moft faithful af- 
fection. It is not enough to fay I wiflied him 
well ; I had the moft delicate, the moft genuine 
eileem for his virtue, I had an intimate regard and 
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anxiety for hk intereft ; and felt for bim as if he 
had been my own fon : but ftill there was a vacancy 
in my heart ; there was not that fervour, that- 
tranfpbrt, that ecftacy of paflion which I had for- 
merly known 5 by bofom was not filled with the 
little deity ; I cbuld not help recallfng to my re- 
membrance the fond, the ravifhing moments I 
had palTed with S — . Had I underlrood the con- 
ditions' of life, thofe pleafures were happily ex- 
changed for my prefent fituation, becaufe, if I 
was now deprived of thofe rapturous enjoyments, 
I was alfo exempted from the cares and anxiety 
that attended them ; but I was generally extra- 
vagant in my notions of happinefe, and therefore 
conftrued my prefent tranquilKty into an infipid 
languor and fiagnation of life. 

While I remained in this inaAivity of fentl- 

uent, lord , having received a very confi- 

derable addition to his fortune, fent a meffage to 
nie,* promifing, that if I would leave lord B — , 
he Would make me a prefent of a houfe and fur- 
niture, where I fliould live at my eafe, without 
being expofed to his vilits» except when I fhould 
be difpofed to receive them. This propofal he 
made, in confequence of what I had always de- 
clared, namely, that if he had not reduced me to 
the neceflity of putting myfelf under the pro- 
teftion of fome perfon or other, by depriving me 
of any bther means of fubfiftence, I fhould never 
have given the world the leaft caufe to fcandallze 
my reputation ; and that I would withdraw my-t^ 
felf from my prefent dependance, as foon as he= 
&oidd enable me to live by myfelf. I was there- 
fore refolved to be as good as my word, and ac- ^ 
cepted his oflfer, on condition that I (hould be 
whoUy at m/ owi>^ difpofal, and tVvafcY^ftvcivJAc 

H 3 XkRN^X 
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never enter my door but as a vifitsmt or 'common 
friend. 

Thefe articles being ratified by his word and 
honour (the value of which I did not then know) 
an houfe was fumiflied according to my di- 
regions; and 1 fignified my intention to krd 

B , who confented to my removal, with this 

provifoy that I ihould continue to fee him. I 
/ wrote alfo to his relation Mr. B — . who, in his 
anfwer, obferved, that it was too late to advife 
when I was a£iually determined. All my friends 
and acquaintance approved of the fcheme, though 
it was one of the moft unjuftifiable iieps I had 
ever taken, being a real ad of ingratitude to my 
benefa^or ; which I foon did, and always ihaU 
regret and condemn. So little is the world qua-» 
lined to judge of private affairs ! 

When the time of our parting drew near, lorcT 
B — became gloomy and difcontented, and even 
intreated me to poftpone my refolutioo ; but I told 
him, that now every thin^ was prepared for ray 
reception, I could not retradl without incurring 
the imputation of folly and extrav^ance« On 
the very day of my dq)arture, Mr. B. endeavoured^ 
with all the arguments he could fuggeft to dif- 
fuade me from my purpofe ; and I made ufe of the 
lame anfwer which had fatisfied his friend. Find- 
ing me determined upon removing, he burft out 
into a flood of tears, exclaiming, *^ By God, if 

^ lord B can bear it, I can't." I was thun- 

dcrftruck at this expreffion ; for thoi^h I had 
been told that Mr. B — was in love with me, I 
cave no credit to the report, becauie he had never 
declared his pafTion, and this was the firft hint of 
it that ever efcaped him in my hearing. I was 
therefore to much amazed at the cir cumib^e 
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of this abrupt explanation, that I could make 
no anfwer; but having taken my leave, went 
away, » ruminating on the unexpeded declara- 
tion. 

Lord B-^-^ (as I was informed) fpoke not a 
word that whole night, and took my leaving him 
fo much to heart, that two years elapfed before 
he ffot the better of his grief. This intelligence 
1 afterwards received from his own mouth, and 
aflced his forgivenefs for my unkind retreat, tho* 
I fhall never be able to obtain my own. As for 
Mr. B — , he was overwhelmed with forrow, and 
made fuch efforts to fupprefs his concern, as had 
well nigh coft him his life. Dr. S — was called 
to him m the middle of the night, and found him 
aimoft fuffocated. He foon gueffed the caufe, 
when he underftood that I had left the houfe : fo 
that I myfelf was the only perfon concerned who 
was utterly ignorant of his affedion ; for I fo- 
lemnly declare he never gave me the leaft rcafon 
to fulped it while I lived with his relation, be- 
becaufe he had too much honour to entertains 
thought of fupplanting his friend, and too good 
an opinion of me. to believe he (hould have fuc- 
ceeded in the attempt. Though my love for lord 
B— was not fo tender and intereiling as the paf- 
jfion I had felt for S — , my fidelity was inviolable, 
and I never harboured the moft diftant thought 
of any other perfon, till after I had refolved to 
leave him, when (I own) I afforded fome fmall 
encouragement to the addreflfes of a new admirer, 
by telling him, that I ftiould, in a little time, be 
my own miftrefs, though I was not now at my 
own difpofal. 

I enjoyed my new houfe as a little paradife ; 
it was accommodated with all fott^ of coxvve- 
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niences ; every thing was new, and therefore 
pleafing, and the whole abfolutely at my com- 
mand. I had the company of a relation, a very 
good woman, with whom I lived in the moft 
amicable manner ; was vifited by the beft people 
in town ( I mean thofe of the male fex, the la- 
dies having long ago forfaken me) ; I frequented 
all reputable places of public entertainment, and 
had a concert at home once a week ; fo that my 
days rolled on in happinefs and quiet, till all my 
fweets were imbittered by the vexatious behaviour 
of my hufband, who began to importune me 
again to live with him ; and by the increafing 
anxiety of lord B — , who (though I lllll admitted 
his vifits) plainly perceived that I wanted to re- 
linquifli his correfpondence. This difcovery raifed 
fuch tempefts of jealoufy and defpair within his 
breaft, that he kept me in continual alarms; 
he fent meflages to me every hour, figned his 
ktters with his own blood, raved like a man in 
an extacy of madnefs, railed at my ingratitude, 
and praifed my conduft by turns. He offered 
to facrifice every thing for my love, to leave the 
kingdom forthwith, and live with me for ever 
in any part of the world where I fhould choofc to 
re fide. 

Thefe were generous and tempting propofals ; 
but I was befet with counfellors who were not 
totally difinterefted, and who difluaded me from 
embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 

that lord would be highly injured by my 

compliance. I liflened to their advice, and har- 
dened my heart againft lord B — 's forrow and fo- 
licitations. My behaviour on this occafion is al- 
together unaccouatable \ this was the only time 
that ever I was a Have to admonition.. The con- 
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ditionof lord B — would hme melted any heart 
but mine, and yet mine was one of the moft fen- 
fible : he employed his coufin as an advocate with 
me, till that gentleman a£lually refufed the office, 
telling him candidly, that his own inclinations 
were too much engaged to permit him to perform 
the tafk with fidelity and truth. He accordingly 
refolved to avoid my prefence, until my lord and 
1 fliould come to fome final determination, which 
was greatly retarded by the perfeverance of his 
lordfhip, who would not refign his hopes, even 
when I pretended that another man had engaged 
my heart, but faid^ that in time my affeftion 
might return. 

Our correfpondence, however, gradually wore 
off; upon which Mr. B — renewed his vifits, and* 
many agreeable and happy hours we pafTed toge-^ 
ther. Not that he, or any other perfon whom F 
now faw, fucceeded to the privilege of a fortunate 
lover ; I knew he loved me to madnefs ; but I 
would not gratffy his paflion any other way than 
by the moft profound efteem and veneration for 
his virtues, which were altogether amiable and* 
fublime ; and I would here draw his charafter 
minutely, but it would take up too much time to 
fet forth his merits ; the only man living of my 

acquaintance who refembles him is lord F ,. 

of whom I fhall fpeak in the fequel. 

About this time, I underwent a very intereft- 
ing change in thefituation of ray lieart. I had fent* 

a meflage to my old lover S , defiring he 

would allow my pidlure, which was in his pof- 
feffion, to be copied ; and he now tranfmitted it' 
to me by my lawyer, whom he directed to -afk,' 
if I intended to be at the next mafquerade. This' 
euriofity had a Jlrange effedl upon my fpirits ; my 
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beart fluttered at the queftion, and my imagina- 
tion glowed with a tnouland fond prefages. I an- 
fwered in the affirmative ; and we met by accident 
at the ball. I could not behold him without emo* 
tion; when he accofted me, his well known voice 
made my heart vibrate, like a mufical chords whea 
its unifon is flruck. All the ideas of our paft love^ 
vrhich the lapfe of time and abfence had enfeebled 
and lulled to fleep, now awoke, and were rein- 
li^ired by his appearance ; fo that his artful excufes^ 
were eafily admitted : I forgave him all that I had 
buffered on his account, becaufe be was the natot- 
lal lord of my afFediion ; aiid our former cor- 
jpefpondence was renewed. 

1 thought myfelf in a new world of blifs, in 
confequence of this reconciliation, the rapture* 
of which continued unimpaired for the fp^ce of 
four'^months, during which time he was fonder of 
me, if poffible, than before, repeated his promife 
of marriage, if we fhould ever have it in our 
power ; aflured me he had never been happy 
fince he left me ; that he believed no woman had 
ever loved like me : and indeed, to have a notion 
of my paflion for that man, you muft firft have 
loved as I did : but through a ftrange caprice, I 
broke off the correfpondence, out of apprehenlion 
that he would forfake me again. From his paft 
conduct, I dreaded what might happen ; and the 
remembrance of what I had undergone by liis in- 
conftancy, filled my imagination with fuch hor- 
ror, that I could not endure the (hocking pro- 
fpe6t, and prematurely plunged myfelf into the 
danger rather than endure the terrors of expedla- 
tion. I remembered that his former attachment 
began in the feafon of my prolperity, when my 
fortune was in the zenith, and my yotith in its. 

ijrime ; 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 155 

prime ; and that he had forfaken me in the day of 
trouble, when my life became cmbarrafled, and 
my circumftances were on the decline : I forefaw 
nothing but continual perfecution from my huf- 
band, and feared, that once the keener tranfport* 
of our reconciliation flbould be over, his afieSlion 
would (ink under the fevetity pf its trial. In con- 
fequence of this defertion, I received a letter from' 
him, acknowledging that he was rightly fcrved,^ 
but that my retreat gave him inexpreffible con- 
cern. 

Mean while, lord ■ continued to aft in the 
charafter of a fiend, tormenting me with his nau- 
feous importunities : he prevailed upon the duke 
pf L—^ — to employ his influence in perfuading 
me to live with him ; affuring his grace, that T 
had aftually promifed to give him that proof of 
my obedience, and that I would come home the 
fooner for being prefTed to compliance by a pef- 
fon of his rank and charafter. Induced by thefe 
feprefentations, the duke honoured me with a 
vlfit ; and in the courfe of his exhortations I un- 
der ftood how he had been thus mifmformed: upon 

wliiclxl feiit for lord , and in his prefence 

convifted him of the falfehood, by communicat- 
ing to his grace the articles of our laft agreement, 
which he did not think proper to deny ; and the 
duke being undeceived, declared that he would 
not have given me the trouble of vindicating my- 
felf, had he not been mifled by the infincerity of 
my lord. 

Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H-^ 
V — , and afterwards my own father, in the fame 
tafk : and though I dill adhered to my firft refo- 
lution,' perfifted with fuch obftlnacy in his endes^ 
vours to make me unhappy, that I d^tetrnined t<* 

Ho V^^^ 
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leave the kingdom. Accordingly, after I had 
Ipent the evening with him at Ranelagh, I went 
away about two o'clock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to refiore to 
iny lord his houfe, furniture, plate, and every 
thing he had given me fince our laft accom- 
modation ; Jo far was I, upon this occafion, or 
2^ any other time of my life, from embezzling any 
part, of his fortune. My friend followed my 
ihftrudtions moft pimftually ; and his lordfliip 
knows and will acknowledge the truth of this 
aiTertion. 

Thus have I explained the true caule of my firft 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was 
good-natured enough to fay I followed Mr. B — 
and the whole army, whicn happened to be fent' 
abroad that fummer. Before my departure! like— 
wife tranfmitted to lord B — the drefling-plate^ 
china, and a very confiderable fettlement, of 
which he had been generous enough to make me 
z, prefent. This was an inftance of my integrity,, 
which I thought due to a man who had laid me 
under great obligations ; and though I have lived 
to be refufed a miall fum both by him and S^— % 
I do not repent of my difinterefted behaviour ; all 
the revenge I harbour againft the laft of thefe 
lovers, is the deflre of having it in my power to 
do him good. 

I now found myfelf adrift in the world again^ 
and very richly deferved the hardfliips of my con- 
dition, for my indifcretion in leaving lord B — > 
and in trufting to the word of lord , with- 
out fome further fecurity ; but I have dearly paid 
for my imprudence. The more I faw into the 
chara^er of this man whom deftiny hath ap- 
pointed my fc^rge, the more was I determined 

ta 
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to avoid his fellowlhip and communication ; for 
he and I are, in point of difpofition, as oppofitef 
as any two principles in nature. In thefirftplace,. 
he is one of the moft unfocial beings (;hat ever, 
exified ; when I was pleafed and happy, ht was^ 
always out of temper, but if he could nnd means>. 
to overcaft and cloud my mirth, though never fo* 
innocent, he then difcovered figns of uncpmmoiv . 
iatisfa£tion and content, becaufe, by this difa:- » 
greeable temper, he banifhed all company from^, 
his houfe. He is extremely weak of under— 
{landing, though he pofTefles a good (hare o£ 
low cunning, which has fa egregioufly impofed. 
upon fome people, that they have adually be^ 
lieved him a good-natured eafy creature, and., 
' beamed me becaufe I did not manage him to bet- 
ter purpofe ; but, upon further acquaintance,, 
they have always found him obftinate as a mule^w 
ana capricious as a monkey. Not that he is ut- 
terly void of all commendable qualities : he is 
punctual in paying his debts, kberal when ia 
good humour, and would be well bred, were he 
not fubjeft to fits of abfence, during which he is 
altogether unconverfable ; but he is proud, natu- 
rally liifpicious, jealous, equally with and with- 
out caufe, never made a friend, and is an utter 
ftranger to the joys of intimacy ; in fliort, he 
hangs like a damp upon fociety, and may be pro- 
perly called KtlUjoy^ an epithet which he has 
juftly acquired. He honours me with conftant 
proreifions of love, but his condudl is fo oppofite 
to my fentiments of that paflion, as to have been 
the prime fource of all my misfortunes and af- 
flidlion ; and I have often wiflied myfelf the ob- 
je£l of his hate, in hc^es of profiting by a change 
in his behaviour* ; 

4 \s^ 
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Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, he is in his own mind ; 
for he is literally a felf-tormentor, -who never 
enjoyed one gleam' of fatisfaftion, except at the 
cxpcnce of another's quiet ; and yet with this (I 
had almoft called it diabolical) quality, he ex- 
pcds that 1 fliould cherifli him with all the ten- 
demefs of affe6lion. Aftet he has been at pains 
to incur my averfion, he puniflies my difguft, by 
contriving fchemes to mortify and perplex me, 
which have often fucceeded fo eflPedually, as to 
endanger my life and conftitution ; for I have 
been fretted and frightfed into fundry fits of ill- 
nefs, and then I own I have experienced his care 
aiid concern. 

Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is fo unfteady in his ceconomy, that he is al- 
ways new-modelling his aflfairs, and exhaufting 
his fortune, by laying out ten pounds in order to 
fave a fhilling. He mquires into the charafter of 
a fervant after he has lived two years in his family, 
and is fo ridiculoufly ftocked with vanity and felf- 
conceit, that notwithfianding my affurance be- 
fore, and the whole feries or my conduft fince 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced 
him of my diflike, he is ftill perfuaded, that at 
bottom, 1 rauft admire and be enamoured of his 
agreeable perfon and accomplifhments, and that 
I would not fail to manifcft my love, were I not 
fpirited up againft him by his own relations. 
Perhaps it might be their intereft to foment the 
mifunderftanding betwixt us; but really, they 
give themfdves no trouble about our affairs ; 
and, fo far as I know them, are a very good 
fort of people. On the whole, I think 1 may 
with jullice pronounce my precious yoke-fellow a 
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trifling, teazing, infufferable, inconfiftent crtZf- 
ture. 

With the little money which remained af what 
I had received from his lordfhip, for houfekecp- 
ing, I tranfported myfeff to Flanders, and ar- 
rived in Ghait, a few days after our troops were 
quartered in that city, which was fo much 
crowded with thefe new vifitants^ that I (hould 
have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 
had I not been accommodated by lord R — JB — , 
the duke of A— 's youngeft brother, who very 
politely gave me up his own. Here I faw my 

friend Mr. B , who was overjoyed at my 

arrival, though jealous of every man of his ac- 
quaintance ; for he loved me with all the ardour 
of paffion, and I regarded him with all the per- 
feftion of friendQiip, which, had he lived, in time 
might have produced love ; though that was a 
fruit which it never brought forth. Notwith- 
ftanding his earneft iblicitations to the contrary, 
I fiayed but a week in Ghent, from whence I 
proceeded to BruHels, and fixed my abode in the 
Hotel de Flandre, among an agreeable fet of gen- 
tlemen and ladies, with whom I fpent my time 
very chearfully. There was a fort of court in 
this city, frequented by all the of&cers who 
could obtain permiflion to go thither ; and the 
place in general was gay and agreeable. I way 
introduced to the beft families, and very happy 
in my acquaintance ; for the ladies were polite, 
good tempered and obliging, and treated me 
with the utmoft hofpitality and refpe<S. Among 
others, I contraded a friendftiip with Madam la 

comteffe de C , and her two daughters, wha 

were very amiable young ladies ; and became in- 
timate with the princcb C— — > arvd cowTsX^Sii 
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W— , lady of the bed-chamber to the qiieett 
of Hungary, aiid a great favourite of the governor 
Monfieur D^H ■ , in whofe houfe flie Uved 
with his wife, who was alfo a lady of a very en* 
gaging difpofition* 

Soon after I had fixed my habitation in Bruf-: 
iels, the company at our Hotel was increafed by 
three officers, who profefTed themfelves my ad- 
mirers, and came from Ghent, with a view of 
foiiciting my love* This triumvirate confiftei 
of the Scotch earl of — — — > lord R— M— , and 
another young officer : the firft was a man of a 
very genteel figure and amorous complexion^ 
danced well, and had a great deal of good hu- 
moufy with a mixture of vanity and felf-conceit- 
The fccond had a good face, though a clumfy 
perfon^ .amd a very fweet difpofition, very much- 
adapt<^d for the fentimental paffion of love : and 

the thiri (Mr. W by name) was tall,* thin, 

and well-bred, with a great fiock of good na- 
ture and vivacity. Thefe adventurers began their 
addreffes in general afts of gallantry, that com- 
prehended feveral of my female friends, with- 
whom we ufed to engage in parties of pleafure> 
both in the city and the environs^ which are ex-» 
tremely agreeable. When they thought they 
had taken the preliminary fteps of fecuring them- 
felves in my good opinion and efleem, they 
agreed to go on without further delay, and that 
lord " ■ fhould make. the firft attack uponmy 
teart. 

He accordingly laid fiege tcj^^ me, with fuch 
warmth and affiduity, that I believe he deceived. 
bimfclf, and began to think he was adualfy ia 
love ; though at bottom, he felt no impulfe that 
deferved the facred name. Thought I difcou- 
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raged him in the beginning, he f)erfecuted me 
with his addreflfes ; he always fat by me at din-*- 
ner, and imparted a thoufand trifles in continual 
whifpers, which attrafted the notice of the com- 
pany to much, that I began "to fear his behaviour 
would give rife to fome report to my prejudice >. 
and therefore avoided him with the utmoft cau- 
tion. Notwithftanding all my care, however^ 
he found means one night, while my maid, who 
lay in ray room, went down flairs, to get inta 
my chamber after I was a-bed : upon which, I 
ftarted up, and told him, that if he ftiould ap- 
jproach me, I would alarm the houfe ; for I never 
wanted courage and refolution* Perceiving my 
difpleafure, he kneeled by the bed-fide, begg'd t 
would have pity on his fufferings, and fwore I 
fliould have carU blanche to the utmoft extent of 
his fortune. To thefe propofals I made no other 
reply, but that of protefting I would never fpeak 
to him again, if he did not quit my apartment 
that moment ; upon which he thought proper to 
withdraw ; and 1 never afterwards gave him an 
opportunity of fpeaking tome on the fame fubje£b: 
fo that, in a few weeks, he feparated himfelf from 
our fociety ; though the ladies of Bruflels con- 
fidered him a^ my lover, becaufe, of all the other 
officers, he was their greateft favourite. , 

His lordfhip being thus repulfed, Mr. W — — • 
took the field, and aflailed my heart in a very 
difierent manner. He faid he knew not how 
to make love, but was a man of honour, would 
keep the fecret, and fa forth; To this cavalier 
addxefs I anfwered, that I was not .angry, as I 
otherwife fliould have been at his blunt declara- 
tion, becaufe I found by his own confeflion, he 
did not know what was due to the fe>L.\ ^^^^ ^^ 
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iinhappy fituation in fome fhape excufcd hin 
^ liberty which he would not have dream* 
taking, had not my misfortunes encourages 
prefumption. But I would deal with him ii 
own way ; and far from affuming the pi 
frankly affured him, that he was not at all tc 
tafle, hoping he would confider my diilike 
fuffiqient rcafon to rejeft his love. 

Lord R -• began to feel the fymptoms 

genuine paffion, which he carefully cheriflie 
filence, being naturally diffident andbafliful ; 
by the very means he ufed to conceal it from 
obfervation, I plainly difcerned the fituation c 
heart, and was not at all difpleafed at the 

frefs I had made in^his inclinations. Mean w 
e cultivated my acquaintance with great at 
ity and refpeft, attended me in ^11 my excurl 
and particularly in an expedition to Antv 
with two other gentlemen, where in downi 
gttiti de cceur^ we fat for our piflures, w 
were drawn in one piece ; one of the party t 
reprefented in the drefs of an huffar, and 
ther in that of a running footman. This inci 
I mention becaufe the performance, which is 
in my poffeffion, gave birth to a thoufand gro 
lefs reports, that circulated in England at 
cxpence. 

It -was immediately after this jaunt, that 

R began to difclofe his paffion; thougl 

at the fame time, ftarted fuch objeftions as lee 
well nigh to extinguifh his hopes, lamen 
that even if he fliouTd have the happinefs tc 

frage my affedlions, his fortune was too in 
iderable to fupport us againft the effi^r 

lord -, ffiould he attempt to interrupt 

felicity ; and that he bitnldi -^^ obliged to 
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low the motions of the army. In fhort, he fccm- 
ed to confider ray felicity more than his own, and 
behaved with fuch delicacy, as gradually made an 
impreifion on my heart ; fa that when we parted^ 
we agreed to renew our correfpondence in 
England. 

in the midft of thcfe agreeable amufements, 
which I enjoyed in almofl all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day, 
fitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poft-chaife flopped at the 

Ete ; upon which we went to the windows to 
isfy our curiofity, when who (hould ftep out 
of the convenience, but my little iniignificant 
lord. I no fooner announced him to the company^ 
dian all the gentlemen afked whether they (hould 
iW and protect me, or withdraw ; and when I 
afiured them, that their protection was not ^ner 
ceflkry, one and all of them retired ; thougKlord 
R-— — M— went no fjairther than the parlour 
below, being determined to fcreen me againft all 
violence and compuIHon. I fent a meifage to my 
knd, defiring him to walk up into my apartment ; 
but although his fole errand was to fee and carry 
me off, he would not venture to accept of my 
invitation, till he had demanded me in form, from 
the governor of the place. 

That gentleman being altogether a flranger to 
his perfon and chara£ler, referred him to the 
commanding officer of the Elnglifti troops, who 
was a man of humour, and upon his lordfhip's 
application, pretended to doubt his identity ; ob- 

lerving, that he had always heard lord rc- 

prefented as a jolly corpulent man. He gave 
him to underftand, howe\'cr, that even granting 
bim to i>e the perfon, I was by no meaxA lvi^^» 
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to military law, unlefs he could prove that I had 
ever lifted in his majefty's fervicc. 

Thus difappointed-in his endeavours, he re- 
turned to the inn, and with much perfuafion, 
trufted himfelf in my dining-room, after having 
ftationed his attendant at the door, in cafe of ac* 
cidents. When I afked, what had procured me 
the honour of this vifit ; he told me, his bufinefs 
and intention were to carry me home. This 
declaration produced a conference, in which I 
argued the cafe with him ; and matters were ac- 
commodated for the prefent, by my promifing io 
be in England fome time ia September, on conr 
dition that he would permit me to live by myfelf, 
as before, and immediately order the arrears of 
my pin-money to be paid. He affented to every 
thing I propofed, returned in peace to his own 
country, and the deficiencies of my allowance 
were made good ; while I returned to Bniflelsy 
where I ftayed until my departure for England, 
which I regulated in fuch a manner as was con- 
fiftent with my engagfement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and fending, for 
my lord, convinced him of my punftuality, and' 
put him in mind of his promife ; when, to my 
utter aftonifliment and confufion, he owned, that 
his promife was no more than a decoy to bring 
me over, and that I muft lay my account with 
living in his houfe like a dutiful and obedient' 
wife. I heard him with the indignation fuch 
treatment deferved, upbraiding him with his per- 
fidious dealing, which I told him would have 
determined me againft cohabitation with him, had 
I not been already refolved : and being deflitute 
of all refource, repaired tm Bath^ where I after-^ 
w^rds met with Mr,. D— ^iwl MxvR ,. 
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two gentlemen who had been ray fellow paflen- 
gers m the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 
wth great friendftiip and polkeneTs, without ei- 
ther talking or thinking of love- 

With thefe gentlemen, who were as idle as 
myfelf, I went to the jubilee at Prefton, which 
was no other than a great number of people af- 
lembled in a fmall town extremely ill accommo- 
dated to partake of diverfions that were bad 
imitations of plays, concerts, and mafquerades.. 
If the world fhould place to the account of my 
indifcretion, my traveliing in this manner with- 
gentlemen to whom I had no particular attach- 
ment ; let it alfo be confidered, as an alleviation, 
that I always lived in terror of my lord, and con- 
fequently was often obliged to (hift my quarters ; 
fo that ray finances being extremely flender, I 
ftood the more in need of afliftance and protec- ' 
tion. "I was, befides, young, inconfiderate, and 
fo firaple, as to fuppofe the figure of an ugly man 
would always fecure me from cenfure on his ac- 
count : neither did I ever dream of any man's 
addreffes, until he made an adual declaration of 
his love. 

Upon my return to Bath, I was again ha- 
raffed by lord , who came thither accom- 
panied by hiy father, whom I was very glad to 
fee, though he importuned me to comply with 
my hufband*s defire, and for the future keep 
meafures w^th the world. This remonftrancQ 
about living with my lord, which he conftantly 
repeated) was the only inftance of his unkindnels 
which I ever felt. But all jiis admonitions were 
not: of force fufficient to (hake ray refolution in 
that particular ; though the debate continued fo 
late, that I told his lordfliip, it was high time to 
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retire, for I could not accommodate him with a 
bed. He then gave me to underftand, that he 
would ftay where he was ; upon which my father 
took his leave, on pretence of lookii^ out for a 
Ibdging for himfelf. 

The little gentleman being now left tete-a-teti 
with me, began to difcover Tome figns of appre- 
henfion in hig looks; but muttering up all his re- 
folution, he went to the door, called up three of 
his fervants, whom he * placed as centiftels upoiv 
the ftair, and flounced into my elbow-chair^ 
where he refigned himfelf to reft. Intending to 
go to bed, I thought it was but juft and decent 
that I fhould fcreen myfelf from the ihtrufion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door. 
Lord *— hearing himfelf-locked in, ftarted up 
in the utmoft terror and confternation, kicked 
the door with his heel, and fcreamed aloud, as if 
he had been in the hands of an affaffin. My fa- 
ther, who had not yet quitted the houfe, hearing 
thefe outcries, ran up ftairs again, and coming 
through my bed-chamber, into the dining-room 
where we were, found me almoft fuffocated with 
laughter, and his heroic fon-in-law flaring like 
one who had lofl his wits, with his hair flanding 
on end. 

When my father aflced the meaning of his' 
exclamations, he told him with all the fymptoms 
of difmay, that I had locked him in, and he did 
not underfland fuch ufage : but I explained the 
whole myflery, by faying, I had bolted the door, 
becaufe I did not like the company of his fer- 
vants, and could not imagine the caufe of his 
panic, unlefs he thought I defigned to ravifh 
him ; an infult, than which nothing was farther 
irom my intention* My father himfelf could 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 167 

fcarce refrain from laughing at his ridiculous fear ; 
but feeing him in great contufion, took pity on hiji 
condition^ and carried him off to his own lodgings 
after I had given mv word, that I would not at- 
tempt to efcape, but give him audience next 
xxioming. I accordingly kept my promife, and 
found means to perfuade them to leave me at my^ 
own difcretion. Next day I was rallied upon the 
ftratagem I had contrived to frighten lord — ; 
and a thoufand idle (lories were told about thia ^ 
adventure, which happened literally as I have 
related it, ^ 

From Bath I betook myfelf to a fmall houie 

near Lincoln, which I had hired of the D of 

A , becaufe a country hfe fuited beft with 

my income, which was no more than four hun- 
dred pounds a year, and that not well paid* 
I continued fome months in this retirement, and 

(aw no company, except lord R M ■ > , 

who lived in the neighbourhood, and vifited mc 
twice ; till finding myfelf indifpofed, I was ob- 
liged to remove to London, and took lodging* 
in Maddox-fireet, where my garriibn was taken 
by ftorm by my lord and his fteward, rein- 
forced by Nlr. L V- (who, as my lord 

told me, had a fubfidy of five and twenty pounds 
before he would take the field), and a couple of 
hardy footmen. This formidable band ruflied in- 
to my apartment, laid violent hands upon me, 
dragged me down ftairs without gloves or a cloak, 
and thrufling me into a coach that flood at the 
door, conveyed me to my lord's lodgings in 
^loucefter-ftrect. 

* Upon this occafion, his lordfliip courageoufly 
drew his fword upon my woman, who attempted 
to defend me from his infults, and^ in all proba- 
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bility, would have intimidated him from pro- 
ceeding; for he looked pale and aghafl, his 
knees Knocked together, and he breathed thick 
and hard, with his noftrils dilated, as if he had 
feeh a ghoft. But he was encouraged by his mer- 
cenary aflbciate, who, for the five and twenty 
pounds, flood by him in the day of trouble, and 
^irited him on to this gallant enterprize. 

In confequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up in a paltry apartment in Gloucefter-ftreet, 
where I was clofe befet by his lordfhip, and his 

worthy fteward Mr. H , with a fet of fer- 

vants that were the creatures of this fellow, of 

whom lord himfelf flood in awe ; fo that 

1 could not help thinking myfelf in Newgate, 
among thieves and ruffians. To fuch a degree 
did my terror avail, that I adlually believed I was 
in danger of being poifoned, and would not re- 
ceive any fuftenance, except from the hands of 
one harmlefs looking fellow, a foreigner, who was 
liiy lord's valet-de-chambre. I will not pretend 
to fay my fears were juft ; but fuch was my opi- 
nion of H—n, that I never doubted he would 
put me out of the way, if he thought my life 
interfered with his interefl. 

On the fecond day of my imprifonment, 1 was 
vifited by the dwke of L — , a friend of my 
lord, who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and 
lighted with two bits of tallow candle, which had 
been left over-night. He perceived in my coun- 
tenance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror and 
defpair : he corapaflionated my fufferings, though 
he could not alleviate my diftrefs, any other way 
than by interceding with my tyrant to mitigate 
Iny oppreliion. Neverthelefs, I remained eleven 

days 
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4Stys in this comfortable Ctuation : I was watched 
like a criminal all day, and one of the fervants 
walked from one room lo another all night, in 
%hc nature of a psitrole ; while my lord, who lay 
in the chamber abov^e me, got out of bed, ana 
trippM to the window, at the found of every 
tx>ach that chanced to pafs through the ftreet* 

H , who was confummate in the arts of a 

fycofjhant, began ta court my favouf, by con- 
doling my afflfidion, and afluring me, that the 
t)nly ttiethod by which I could regain my liberty, 
was a chearful compliance with the humour of ray 
lord, I was fully convinced of the truth of this 
t)bfervation ; and though my temper h altogthef^ 
averfe to diffimulation, attempted to affeA an air' 
x)f ferenity and r^Iignatiort. But this difgulfc, I 
found, would not anfwer my purpofe; arid there- 
fore I had recourfe to the affiftanceof my maid, who 
was permitted to attend me in my confinement. 
With her I frequently confulted siout the means 
vi aCcompIifhirig my efcape"*. In confequence of 
our deliberations, flie direfted a coach and fix to 
te ready at a certain part of the town, and to 
Wait for me three days in the fame place, in cafe 
I could not come before the expiration of that 
term. 

This previous meafure being taken according 
lo my inilruflions, the ne^Jt neceffary ftep was to 
elude the vigilance of liiy guard : and in this mrji- 
uer did I effed^uate tny purpofe. Being, by this 
time, indulged in the liberty of going out m the 
coach, for the benefit of tlie air, attended by two 
footmen, who had orders to watch all my mo- 
tions, I made ufe of this privilege one forenoon, 
when lord — — expefted fome company to din- 
ner, and bade the coachman driveAo iVv^Voi^w^ 

Vol. III. 1 v^^ 
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of a man who wrote with his mouth, intending tf> 
give my fpies the flip, on pretence of feeing this 
curiofity : but they were too alert in their duty to 
be thus outwitted, and followed me up flairs into 
the very apartment. , 

Difappoiiited in this hope, I revolved another 
fcheme which was attended with fuccefs : I 
bought fome olives at an oil-fiiop ; and teljing 
the fer\^ants I would proceed to St. James's-ggjte, 
and take a turn in the park, broke one of the Dot- 
tles by the way, complained of the misfortune 
when I was fet down, and defired that my coach 
might be cleaned before my return. While my 
attendants were employed in this office, I tripp'ij 
jf-crofs the parade to the horfe-guards,and clianced 
to meet with an acquaintance in the park, who 
faid, he faw by my countenance, that i was upon 
fome expedition. I owned his fufpicion was 
juft; biit, as I had not time to relate particu- 
lars, I quickened my pace^ and took poffeflion 
of a hackney-coach, in which I proceeded to the 
vehicle which I had appointed to be in wait- 
ing. 

While I thus compafled my efcape, there was 
nothing but perplexity and confufion at home ; 
dinner was delayed till fix o'clock ; my lord ran 
half the town over in queft of his equipage, 
v/hich at lall returned, with an account of my 
elopement. My maid was brought to the que- 
ilion, and grievoufly threatened; but (like all the 
women I ever had) remained unfhaken in her 
fidelity. In the mean time, I travelled night and 
day towards my retreat in Lincolnfhire, of which 
his lordfhip had not, as yet, got the lead intelli- 
gence ; and as my coachman was but an unex- 
perienced driver, I was obliged to make ufe of 
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my <iwh &tll ill that exerciie, and dired his en» 
deavours the whole way, without venturing to go 
to bed) or take the ieaft repofe, until I reached. 
my own habitation. There I lived in peace and 
tranquillity fer the fpace of fix weeks, when I 
was alarmed by one of my lord's niyrmidoa% 
yfl^o ^ame into the neighbourhood, blu&rlng aniL 
fivearing, that he would carry m^ oS» either dead 
or alive. 

' It is not to be fuppofed that I was perfedllvr 
eafy when I was made acquainted with his pur- 
poTe and declaration, as my whole family con^ 
fii^d of no more than a couple of women and 
one footman. However, I fummoned up my 
courage which had been often tried, and never 
forfook me in the day of danger ; and fent him 
word, that if ever he fhould prefume to approach 
njy houfe, I would order him to be (hot without 
ceremony. The fellow did not chufe to put me 
to the trial, and returned to town without hi» 
errand. But as the place of my abode was now 
difcovered, I laid my account with having a vlfit 
from his employer : I therefore planted fpies upon 
the road, with a promife of reward to him who 
Ihould bring me the firfl; intelligence of his lord- 
fhip's approach. 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of 
his coming; and mounting horfe immediately, 
with my woman ^nd valet, away we rode, in de- 
fiance of winter. In two days I traverfed the wilds 
of Lincolnfhire and hundreds of EfTex, croffed the 
river at Tilbuiy, breakfafted at Chatham, by the 
help of a guide and moon-light, arrived at Dover 
the fame evening, embarked for Calais, in which 
place I found myfelf next day at two o'clock in 
tlie afternoon ; and being heatxWy l\i^^ mxNx \sj^ 

I 2 '^o\x\\x^n; 
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joamey» betook myfelf to reft« My maid, y9h& 
vras not abb to travel with fuch expedition^ feU 
lAwedmeatanea&r pace; and the footman was: 
{b afloniflied at my perfeveraiice,«that be could 
ndt help a|king>upon the road, if c^er i wtis wieary 
ifr.my life. Certain it is, fiiy fyifits and relblu« 
tlon have enabled roe ta unclergo latxgues that are' 
almdft incredible* From Calais I went to Brof- 
fels, where I again fet up my reft in private lodg- 
ings ; was again perfeSIy well deceived by the 
fainionable people of that place; and, by the 
i«itere(L of my friends, obtained the cpieen of 
Hungary's prbtedion agaiaft the perfecution <^ 
fny hulband, while I (hould refide in the AuArian 
Netherlands. 

Thus fecurcd, I lived uncenfiired, converfing 
with the Englifh company, with which this city 
was crowded, but fpent the mo ft agreeable part 
of my time with the countefs of Calemberg, in 
whole houfe I generally dined and fupped :* and I 
alfo contraSed an intimacy with the princcfs of 
Chemay, who was a great favourite with madam 
D'Harrach, the governor's lady. 

I had not been long in this happy fituationy 
c when I was difturbed by the arrival of lord ' ^ 
wlio demanded me of the governor ; but finding 
me flieltered from his power, he fet out for Vi- 
enna ; and, in confequence of his reprefcntations, 
ftrengthened with the duke of N - — ^^- 's name, my 
protedion was withdrawn. But, before this ap- 
plication, he had gone to the camp, and addrefled 
himfelf to my lord Stair^ who was my parti- 
cular friend and ally by my firft marriage, de- 
siring he would compel me to return to his houfe. 
I^is lordfliip told him, that I was in no fhape fub- 
jed to hil^conunand ; but invited him to dinner, 
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wJth a view of div6rtmg himfelf ami company* 
at the expence of his gueA. In the eveaingt 
he was plied with fo many bunqieis to my health 
that be became iiiCoxicai£d» and extreml/ <^ 
llrep^ou6y in&fied upon feeing lord Stair a£eer 
was letired to refi« and quarrelled with, lord 
^*— — , who being a tali, large, ntw-boned 
Scotchman, oould have fwallowea him at onr 
Biouthfol; but he thought be might liiientiire to 
challei^e him, in h&pes of being put under aiv 
feft by the general : though he reckoned vrith^ 
his hoft; lord St^ knew Iiis diipoiition, and» 
in order to punifli his prefumption, .winked at 
the aSair. The challenger, findiog himfelf mif-' 
taken in bis" cOi^(^ure, got up early in the 
morning, and went off poft for Vielma : and 
l^xd 3taii. ^k£red a« eertaio vbM of quality ta 
make me ai viut, smd give me an account oi bii 
beteviouir* • ^ ? % ' 

, Being now deprived of my prote^ion and pin» 
money» wbkb my gen^t^u^ huf^and would.no 
longed pay« i inras jreduel^ to gresULcKffictiUty ani 
mx€b. The ^Ufth^ D'Aiettdierg, lord G--^ 
aiKl ndafty odMi^pertbalof dtftin^ion, iiit^ceded 
'ui,mjfiMi(^tfikh h\$ mag^yythcy YiU the« 
tbfQmi^ bin his. r^fofed to hitc^pok betweentmaii 
and wifet The coimteft of Calemberg wrote a 
letter to* my father, in which flie reprefiifited my 
Fnoo9Afortabie fituation> and undertook to an« 
fwer for mjr cofi^d, in. t cafe he would allovr 
me 9^ flR^t annm^ty, on whteh I could live inde* 
pendent of terd — r-> who, by aU accounts^ 
Was a wxeteh with whonir I could never enjoy the 
lead hat^pinefe or quiet ;. otherwiie iht would 
i^ th%&A to adxife i^ to an accommodation. 
She gave him to undcrftand> that her character 
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was neither doubtful nor obfcure ; atld that if my 
condud there, had not been irreproachable, fhe 
flioiitd not have taken me under her proteftira^ 
that as I propofed to board m 2l <::onvent, a^ffnaB 
fum would anfwer my occafions ; but,*if^thi 
ihoidd be denied, I would adlually go to feryiq^ 
or take fome other defyerate ftep, to avoid the 
man who. was my babe and averfion. * 
* To thia kind remonftrante my father anfwefed, 
that his fortune woiild not allow 'him to-aflift 
€Ke; he hadn now a young family ;. and that I 
ought, at all events, to ret!!itrn to my hnfband. 
By this time, fuch was the extremity of my 
tarcumflances^ that I was forced to pawn my 
clotheS) udd every trifling trinket m my pofle^ 
fion» and even to defcend fo far as to foUcit Mn 
Sf..— — fojr a loon of fifty pouaids, which he re* 
|uf<g:d. f. .. . 

Thus w«s I deferted, in my diftrefs, by tW4> 
fe^foAs, to whom) inthefeafon bfmy affluence, 
tny purle had been adways open. -Nothing f<» 
emfiuaUy febdu^S' a^ fpitit unufed^o fuj^piicate^ 
7t$ want ? repulfedin this manner, I bad recourfe 
toldrdB--, who wa^alfo (it iiiiai^} unable t€» 
ffeKtve my necessities* This tetNrtificatkul:! de- 
ferved a^ his hands, though he bad once put k ia 
my power to be above all mcb paltry applications j 
and I fhould not hstve been compelled to the ^difa- 

freeable taik of troubling my friends, had Hot 1 
oluntarily refigiied what he formerly gave me. 
As to the other gentleffian to whom I addlreflfed 
myfelf on this occafion, I think he might hdv^ 
fliewn more regard ta* my fituation, not only 
for the reafwis alreafdv nKjntioned, but becaufe 
he knew me too well to be ignorant of what I 
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mull have fuffered, in condefcending to make 
fuch n requeft. 

Several officers, who gueffed'Tny adverfity, 

feneroufly offered to fupply me with money; 
ut I could not bring 'myfelf to make ufe of their 
friendfhip, or even to own my diflrefs, except 
to one perfon, of whom I borrowed a fmall fum. 
To crown my misfortunes, I was taken vtry 
ill, at a time when there was no other way of 
avoiding the clutches of my perfecutor, but by a 
precipitate flight. In this emergency, I applied 
to a worthy gentleman at Bruffels, a very good 
friend of mine, but no lover. L fay no lover, 
becaufe every man is fuppofed to a£l in that ca^- 

?aci ty who befriends a young woman in diftrefs. 
"his generous Fleming fet out with me, in the 
night, from Bruffels, and conduflcd me to thfc 
frontiers of France. Being very mitich indiipofed 
both in mind and body when I was obliged to 
undertake this expedition, I (hould, in all proba* 
bility, have funk under the fatigue of travellings 
had not my fpiritsbeen kept up by the converfa- 
tioft of my companion, who was a tnan of bufi- 
iiefs aJnd coitfequence, and undertook to manage 
my affiurs ih futh a manner as would enable me 
to'tc-icftablifh my refidence in 'thd place I had 
left. He was youngs and aSive, attended me 
Wifh tfe utmoft care and aflMuJtyV and left rio* 
thing undone which he thought would contrf4 
butetomveafe and fatisfa^ion. I believe hVs 
frlendlhip for me was a little tinflured with ano- 
ther paffion ; but he was married; and lived vety' 
w^ll with his wife, who was alfo my friend ; (a 
that he knew I would never think of hun in the 
light of a lover. 

I 4 . Upotf 



CJ 



17<S ^he Adventitres ^f ] 

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he acco«r- 
Riodated me with a little money (for a little was 
all I would take) and returned to his own city, 
after we had fettled a corre^ndexce; by letters. 
I was detained a day or two in this place by my 
indifpofition, which increafed; but neverthe]ef& 
proceeded to Paris, to make intereft for a pro- 
tedion from the king of France which, that 
monarch gracioufly accorded me, in three days 
after my nrft application ; and bis minifler fent 
orders to all the governors and intendants of the 
province towns, to prote£l me againft the effort 
of lord ■ ■■■■, in whatever place I (hould choc^e 
to refide* 

Having returned my thanks at V erfaiUes for 
this favour, and tarried a few days at PSiris,, 
which was a place alto^ther uniuitable to the 
]ow eU> of my jfortune, I repaired to LiQe, wheio 
X intended to fix my habitation ; and there mf 
diforder recurred with fiach violence, that I waa 
obliged to fend for a phyfici^, who feemed ta 
have been a difciple of Sangcado ; fpr he firarc^ 
left a drop of b]9od in my body, aiMl y^ I foi^i^ 
myfelf never ^ whit the better. Inckied^ I w^ 
(o much exhaufled by thefe evacuajtions, s^ukI ray 
^nflitution io much impaired by fatigue a^d. per<* 
f urbation of mind, that I had no other hope of 
recovering but that of reaching England, and 
putting myfelf iinder the dire&ion of a phyfician 
(« whofe ability I could depend* 
. With this doubtful profpe^ therefore, I it^ 
iermined t($ attempt a return to my oative >^|^ 
^d adually departed from LiQ^ in fuch a fnev 
lancholy enfeebled condition, that I had ahnofl 
feinted when I was put into the coach. But be-* 
ff^ J xcfolvcd upon this journey J was leducect 
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to the utmoft exigence iSS fiMtHae ; b ilbit I 
O0uU fcarce afiford to buy pFoyifionS) bad if^en 
ii^ my power to eat| and fiionld uot have been 
able to oefray ray travelHsg expences, had I not 
hook geaerouOy befriendea by lord R — M— > 
who \l am fijpe} would have done amy thing for 
Biy eaTe and acoomnodation, though he^has un- 
joiUy incurred the imputation of being parfimo- 
ttioMS -aad 1 had no reafoa tb expe^Fuiy fuch 
£ivour at his hands. 

In thta d^plorafaile ftaitb df heakh I was eon- 
yfe^eA to CAmij heiag all the way (as it were) ih 
the arms^ of deaths without havinj; fwaliowed 
the leaft fiiflensmce on the road. So much wa$ 
tay kidyUpofitioii augmented by |he £srtigue of the 
joliraiey» that I fwooned when I was brought in- 
t^theuirii and)iadalmoft expired before! could 
|6c6ive the^ le^ft affiftance or advice : however^ 
aty* ^mtf were^ a Iktle revived h^ fotne bread and 
wtfie^ whieh I foc^ at the perfeafion of a French 
filrge^ who chancing to pafs by- the door, was 
cdkd up to vBiy relief. Having fent my^ fer*-^ 
vant to Bruflels^to take care of my doaths^ I em^* 
lirkei^ ^ the packet boat, and by that time w^ 
arriVeiioatrSoVer, was admoft in extremity. 

H^#e I found a returit coaehi in which Iwaa 
ewm^ to London, and wis put to bed in the 
IkHife where we^ put^ up^ more dead than aKve. 
The people of the ion lent for ah apothecary^ 
who adminvftfered fon^ cordial that recalled me to 
life; jmd' wheii^ I recovered the uft of fpeech,^ I 
toid him who I was^ sold deiited him to wait up«^ 
on Ihf. & - and inform hfm^ of nty fituation. 
A young girl, who was nfeee to'thfe Lindtord's 
wifei feeing me unattended,* made a tender of het 
Cnrviceti^-inefand^lacceptedthe' offers as well as 
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of a4odging in the appthccary's houfe^ ta 1?^hich 
i was conveyed at foon as my ftrength wQuld«.^- 
jnit of my reraovaL There I was vifited by say 
phyfician, who wds £bocked to find me in fuck, a 
dangerous condition : however, havings confi- 
dered my cafe, he perceived that my indifj^oiitioa 
proceeded from the calamities I bad undergone! 
^d encouraged me with the hope of a fpeedy 
cure, provided 1 cpuld be kept eafy . and uadit 
turbed. . ,t 

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
care ; my lord's name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, becaufe I confidered him as the fatsil 
fipiurce of 2ul my misfortunes ; and in a month | 
recovered my be?Uth, by the gre^t fki)Jt.SMid. tenr 
dernefs of my do£tor, who • now finding tQ$ 
firpng enough to encounter ,frefb troubles, ci^ 
de^ypurcd to perfuade me, that it would be mf 
•wifeli ftep to return to my hulband^ whom, ^| 
that time, he^had often occafion tp fee. But J 
-jeje^ted his propofal, commenced a n^w latvit 
iuit for feparation, ^nd took a finall houfe in Si. 
James's-fqiiare. o^ /*• v 

About this time, my woms^n returx^edi: frcmi 
Brwff .L, but without my clothes, which wer(5 
fl^tahied on account of the money I pwed in (Jiat 

i)lace J find afltlngherdifmif^on from my fervi^e, 
et^ip fliop for herfelf. I had, not lived many 
weel^ in my new habitation, when my perfecuto^ 
jenewed his attempts to m^e himfelf rpjijler of 
myperfon; but I had learned from ex^peigiencet 
to redouble my vigilance, and he w^s frullralj&d 
in all his endeavours; I was again happy in this 
converfation of my former acquaintance, and vis- 
fited by a great number of gentlemen,, mpftr 
ly perfoas of probity and (enie^ who cu^tivj^ed 
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tti)rfriendQiip, without any othermotive of at-, 
tachment. Not that I was uniblicited on the 
article of love*: that was a theme on v^hich I 
never wanted . orators 4 and xould I have pre*- 
vailed upon mylelf to profit by the advances that 
were made^ I might iiave managed ipy oppor- 
tunitiesy fo as to nave fet fortune. at defiance fof 
tlie fut^ire. 3ut I was noDe 6£ thefe; ceconpmiils, 
who can Sacrifice thejr h^ff ts to interf^iled cpn- 
ij^eratkf»r. . V ^ : r, m, 
. On^ evenings w}iije I jvas converfing wjth 
three or four of my friends, my lawyer carp|i,in^ 
and told me he had fomething of confequence to^ 
knp^t : upim which» all the gentlen^n but one. 
went aw|iy. Then he ^ave me tp under^^^id, ^hat^ 
siy fuit would immediately cpn^e to tps^ ; .and 
i^Cfu^ l^^ hpped the l|eft, the iflu^ was uncer-^ 
tain : that if it « fhould be given againil me, thp^ 
ibecifion would infpire my lord with frefli fpirits 
to difturb my peace ; and therefore it would be. 
convenient for me to retire, until the affair (hould 
be brought to a determination* 

I was very mudi difconcerted at this intelli- 
gence^ and the gentleman who ftayed perceiving 
my concern, afted what I intended to do, or ff 
he could ferve me in any fhape, and defired to 
know whither I propofed to retreat ? I affeded 
to laugh, and aiifwered, " To a garret, I be- 
lieve." To this over-ftrained raillery he replied, 
tWt if I (hoiJd, his friendfhip and regard would 
find th^ way. to my apartment ; and I had no, 
reaibn to doubt the uncerity of his declaration. 
We confulted about the me^fures I (hould take, 
and I determined to remove into the country, 
wt^re 1 was foon favoured with a letter from 
him, wherein lie exprefTed the infinite pleafure 
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he had in being able to afllife iilc, tlat my flaft 
had been fuccefsful, and that 1 might appeal 
again with great fafety. 

Accordingly 1 returned^ f6 toWn in hi$ coiach 
Imd fix, which he had fent for my convenience^- 
and the fame evening went with hira to rire maf* 
fjuerade, where we paffcd the night very agree-^ 
ably, hi9 fpirits, as -Wdl as mine, being derated^ 
to a joyous |Htch by* iht happy event m my ^ro- 
cefs. This gentleman wasa peribn oPgteskt lio^ 
nout, worth and good nature: he Ib^ed llie ex^ 
Iremely, but did hot care that I Ihoidd know the 
extent ofhispaffion: on the contrary, he en-; 
deavoured to perfuademe, he had laid it dow# 
as a maxim, that no woman fliouldever have 

{owcr enou^ o^r ^is heart,* to ^give him th# 
^aft pain or difqniet. Ip fhort, he bad madei ii 
progtefs in n^ a^dion, and to his geherofih^ 
■was I indebted for my iiibfifience two whofe 
yKu*s; during which, he was continually pro-^ 
fefling this pSfofophic indifference, whiles at the 
fame time, he was mving me daily a{rtrrana^.of 
Ms friendihip and efteem^ and treating me with 
ihceifaiit marks of the moft paiSonate te\^ : f<^ 
that I concluded his intention was cold, though^ 
his temper was warm. Confidering myfirff ar 
an incumbrance upon his fortune, I redodbled my 
endeavours to obtain a feparate maintenance from 
my lord, and removed from St. James's Square to- 
lodgings at Kenfington, where I had not long' 
enjoyed myfdf in tranquillity* before it was in-^ 
terrupted by a very unexpefted vifit. 

While I was'bufy one day drefling in my 
dining-room, 1 found his lordmip at my eftowy 
before I was aware of bis approach, although hif 
coach Avas at the do^r, and the hbu& already in- 
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Ae poflfeflhrn of his: forvants. Heaccofiedme 
ki the ufual ftyle^ as if we had parted tfa& nigiie 
before ; and I anCwersd him with an appearanoo 
ef the fame careleTs familiarity, defiring him to 
fit down, whik I retreated to my chamber^ 
lock'xfthe door, and fairly went to bed ; beings 
perhaps, die^ firil womair who went thither for 
pf8tefik>n from the infults of a man. Here then 
i-imnmfed fioyfelf with my feithful Abigail. My 
kurd finding me fecoied, knocked at the dooff. 
aodthrou^ the ke^-hoie be^'d fo be admitted). 
sdRirisgme that air h» wanted was a conference^ 
i defired to be excnfed* though I believed bis* 
afiiirance ; bi4f I bed no incliaatianr to coikverfa 
with hini^ becaufe I knew from experience the: 
nature of bis converfiition^ whicb was ib difagree* 
Me doA tormenting, that % wocdd Have ex^ 
changed it at smy time for a good beating, and* 
thought rayfelf a gamer by the bargain; How* 
ever, he perfi^fted in his importunki^ to fuch ». 
degree, mat I aflented to his propoTal, on condi* 

lion that the duke of L ftiould be prefent atr 

the interview ; and he immediately fent a meflage- 
•o his grace^ while I iiv peace ate my breakfiei^,^ 
conveved in a bafket, which was^ Hoift^ up t6l^ 
die wmdow of my bed^-chamber.- 

The duke was fo kind as to come af my lonTsi' 
vequeft, and before I would open the door, gave 
me his word, that I fhould be proteded from zU^ 
violence and compulfion. Thus afltired,, they 
were permitted to enter. My little gentl^ 
man fitting down by my bed*fide began to re^ 
peat the old hackneyed argnments he had for*^ 
meily' ufed, with the view of inducing me tmr 
live with him ; and I, on my fide, repeated my 
former objedionsy or pietended to liftea to hit 
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jt^prefeQtationS) while my >imaguiation was em* 
ployed, in OQntriving the means of efTedin^ an 
c(cap^» as the duke eafily perceived hy my coun- 
tQiance. ^ ^ . ^ i/ 

Finding all his remonftrances inefiedlual) he 
quitted the chamber, and left his caufe to. the 
^eloquence of his grace, who fat with me a whole 
half hour, without exerting himfelf much in be- 
half of his client, becaufe he knew I was aitO- 
§ ether obdjinate,, and deterQiinfid on that fcore ; 
Ut joked upcm the behaviour pf . his lordfli^ip, 
who (though jesJous of moft people) had left 
him alone with me in my bed-chamber^ ©bferv- 
ing, that he .muit either have grfat confidence 
in his virtue, or a very bad opinion of him other-^ 
wife. In (hpr|» I found me^ns to defer the ca-t 
tegprical anfwer till next day, and invited $he, 
duke and his lord ftip to dine with me to-morrow.. 
My wife yoke-fellow feemed to doubt; the fin-, 
cerity of this invitation, and was very much dif- 
•pofed to keep polTeflion of my houfes: but, by the 
perfuafi.ons of his grace, and the advice of H — n» 
who was his chief counfellor and back, he was 
prevailed upon to take my word, and for the 
prefent left me, i ■ - 

They were no fooner retired, than I rofe with; 
great expedition, pack'd up my cloathsy and took 
Shelter in Eflex for the firft time# Next day,- 
my lord and his noble friend came to dinner, ac- 
cording to appointment \ and being informed of 
my efcape by my woman, whom I had left in the^ 
houfe, liis loRlfhip difcovercd fome figns ,of dif-^ 
content, and infilled upon feeing my papers; 
upon wliich, ray maid produced a parcel ot bills 
which I owed to different people. Notwith-. 
flanding this difappointment, he fat down to, 
.. 1 what 
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what was provided lor dkiner, fmd with great 
delitteratipn ace up a leg of lamb, the beit part 
of a fowl,, and ,foiiiething elfe, which I do not 
noMC ;r^inember » and then very peaceably went 
away, giving my maki an opportunity of follow- 
ing me to the place of my retreat. 

Aly intention was to have fought refuge^ as 
formerly, in another country ', bi^t I was pro- 
vented from putting my deiign in execution by a 
£t of illnefs during which I was vifited by< my 
phyfician aii4 (omt of my own relations, pai^i- 
cularly a difiamt couGn of mine, whom my loid 
had engaged in his interefls, by promifme to re^ 
compence her amply, if ihe could perfua^ me to 
comply with his defire. In this of&ce (he was 
afiifUd by the^dpdor, wl^o was my friend, and a 
jnan of ienfe, for whom I have tne mofl pcrfe^ 
efieem,' tliough. he and^ I have often differed in 
poiipt of (pinion* In a word, I was expofed to 
the inceflant importunities of all my acquaint-* 
ance,.which, added to the defperate circumflances 
of my fortune, compelled ukg to embrace the 
terms. that were offered, and I again retupied to 
the do^meilic duties of a wife. j 

I was condu<£led to xay lord'is boufc by an old 
friend o^ mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of 
admirable parts and underllanding ; he was ^ 
pleaHng companion, chearful and humane, an4 
had acquired a great (hare pf my efteem and re- 
{peQ., In a word, his advice had great weight in. 
V^ deliberations, l3^aufe it feem^ to be the re-; 
fult of experience and difintereiled friendfhip. 
Without alldcfubt, he had an unfeigned concern, 
for my welfare ; but, being an adrnirable poli- 
tician,^ his fcheme was to make my intereft coin- 
cide with Ins own inclinations y for I had un->. 
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wittingly inade an< li^dvation upon Im^ heai^;^ 
atod as be«*thdu^t I (Hould hazily favour his 
paffion, why^'I watf at liberty to^conyeda wiA 
the reft of my admirent, he counfelied me tO'fiitf- 
iienderthiLt freed^m^ weli^Iwicfwingtbat my lord 
wouldbe eafily perfiiaded tO'bsmiih all bis rMfals 
^rom tbe houfe ; im which cafe, he did not doubt 
of^his being, able to' infinuate himfelf into my 
afiedions; beeaufefae laid irdow^ as an eternal 
ixoiisiy that if a^ two perfons of diilferent fexes. 
were obMged to Kve together in a defart wbeie 
diey would be excluded fbom aft oth^r tiumafi' 
tnterconrfey they would naturally and inevitably 
eontraA an^ iiK:lination foF< each other. 

How juft this hypothefis might be, Heave to 
tlie deCermination. of the curious ; though, if £ 
nwy be allowed to judigp from my own difpofi^ 
t*t)n, a coujJe fo fituated woiJd te apt to imbibe 
hiuttial difgtrfts, from the rtature and Jicceffity of 
their unions; unlefs tl^r aSbciation was at firit 
the efieft of reciprocal aflfedibn and efteemi Be 
this as it wHl^- 1 honour the gestlbman for ^his- 
jyfan j which Was if^emoefly eontt4v«d, and art-i- 
iuUy conduced ; b^ I happened to )»ive IM^ 
much a^lrcTs for Inm in the feqtiiel, cumtiiig^ as 
he was^ thou^j' ar firlH T did not perceive his 
A-ift ; amF his lord(hip was much kfs^Hkely t^ 
•omprehend his' meanings- 

Immediatdy after this- new ac<x»mmod£ition) I' 
^a$ carried to a-comitry-hoiife belonging to my 
lord, and w^s ftmple enough to venture my fetf 
fonattcnded by any fervant on whofe integrity I 
eoiHd depend) iit the hands of his* Ibrdfiiip and 

M n,. w!iofe villany I always dreaded ; th6* 

at this time my apprehenfions VFere confidter- 
aMy increatfed, by recoUe^ng^ that it was not« 

bis^ 
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his intereft to kt me Jive in the bon/e, kA hi& 
coiKkid (hould be inquired into; and by re^ 
membering, that the very houfe to which wp; 
\V;ere^oiAg, had been twice burnt down in a 
vety mort (pace of time, not ^without fufpicioix 
of his having been the incenctiary* on accowt of 
fome box of writings, which was loft in the con* 
flagraf ion* True if is, this imputation was never 
made good ; and p^rhapis h^' was altogether irmOh 
cent of the charge, which 1 ne\'erthelefs afied«|t 
,my fpirits in fuch a n)anper» as rendered me the- 
moft miierable of ail mortals. In this terror did 
I r^nain, till my confternation was weakened 
by the arrival of Mr. Bal*-*-^ , a good naturM 
worthy man whom my lord had, invited to bis. 
houlb) and I thought wolUdnot fee me ii) ufed.. 
In a few weeks we were joined hy Dr. S— — 
aiKi hi^ lady, who vifited us according to their 
promi^ ; ayid it wa^ refolved that we (hould kif: 
out for Tunbfidge^ on a party of pleafure> and 

al our return ex^iame H n's accounts. 

. Hii^ laft put of our fcheoie was not at all ter^ 
jj^d by our wotthy ftewflufd,* who^ therefi^fO*. 
detci^Bified to overturn our whole plan, and fucr 
cec^ded acoo^ingly. . My h>|d, all o£ a fiiddeo^. 
declared hioilelf againft the jaunt wehadfira-^ 
jp&^d,. and itififted upon ny ftaying itf: homer 
without aOigning any reafbn lor this peremptory 
behaviour ; his comiteiiaace being cloudy, and 
fkjtx the fpact e( three days be did not Oftn hm 
mouth. 

At^a^ h^ one night entered my bed-^cbam*^ 
b«r^ to wbi<^ be now had free acce&, with hi^ 
fword imdephis a«n, ami if I lemember arighv 
it w^. ready dxawn. I could not help uking no^ 
ike Qiiim abnoing cicaig>il«tfBX|>. which ftiocLed 
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me the more, as it happerted immediately after 
a gloomy fit of difcontent. However, I feernea 
to o^^erlook the incident, and difmifling my tAzii, 
went to bed ^' becaufe I w^s alhamed to ac- 
knowledge even to my own heart, any dread 6i 
a pcrfon whom I defpifed fo much. However, 
the ftrenjgth of my conftitution was not eqiial to 
the fortitude of my miild : I was taken iH^ and 
the fervants were obliged to be called tip ^ whrfc 
my lord himfelf, terrified at my fitustion, raff u^ 

flairs to Mrs. S , who was in bed, told he#, 

with evident perturbation of fpirits, that I was 
very much indifpoifed, and faid, he believed I ^aa 
frighted by his entering my chamber with hi& 
fword in hand. 

This lady was fo ftartlcd at hisnnformationt 
that ftc ran into my apartment half-naked, and 
as flie went down flairs, afked what reafon could 
induce him to have carried his fword with him f 
Upon which he gave her to underfland, that his 
intention was to kill the bats. I believe and 
hope he had no ofither defign than that of intimi- 
d^tting me ; but when the affair happened^ I w^ 
ttf a different opinion. Mrs* S -^ baling put oil 
her cloaths, fat up all night by my bed-fnte, and 
-^as fo good as to aflure me, that Cbe would not 
leave me, until I fhotild be ISfely delivered from 
the appreh^fiorts that fiirrounded tile in this 
^lioufe, to which fhe arid the doSor had been th^ 
p/indpad caufe of my <oming ; for my lord haii 
haunted and importuned them incefTantly on this 
fubjeftj ptoteftmg that ht loxred ftiie >i«rith the 
ttttoft'inviolablc^affeSion ; and all he defired was^ 
thstt: I would fit at his tible, inanage his family, 
and fhare his 'fortune* By thefe profeflTionsi ut- 
tered with an air x>f bone^r and good nature, )» 

had 
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had impofed himfelf upon them, for the beft 
tempered creature upon earth ; and they ufed all 
their influence with me to take him into favour- 
This bath been the cafe with a great many peo- 
ple, who had but a fuperficxal knowledge of his 
difpofition; but in the courfe of their acquaint*^ 
ance, they have never failed to difcem and aci- 
knowledge their miflake. « 

The Doftor on his returrffpom Tunbridgc, to 
which ptece he had made a trip by himfelf, 
fonnd me ill a-bed, and the whole family in con- 
fufion : furprized anS concerned at this diforderi 
he entered into expoftulation with my lord, who 
owned, that the caufe of his (|ifpleafure and di& 
quiet -was no other than jealoufy : H — had in^ 
tonHed him, that I had been teen to walk out 
with Mr* Bal — in a morning ; and that our 
correfpondence had been obfervcd with many adi 
ditidftal circumftances, which were 2J>folutely' 
faik and groundlefs. This imputation was n6 
fooner underftood, than it was refoived that th6 , 
accufer fiiould be examined in prefence of us alL 
He accdnbngly appeared, exceedingly drunk; 
.Aoo^ it was mornings and repeatlsd the articles 
of the charge, as an information Ke had received 
froite a man who came from town to hang the 
l)ells, and was long ago returned to London* 
, This was an inilance of his cunning and ad- 
drefs, which did not for fake him even in his 
hours of intoxication. Had he fixed the calUmtiy 
on any one of the fervafits, he would have been 
confronted and deceded in kis fal&hood. Never- 
thelefs, tho' be could flof be legally conviSfed, it 
plainly appeared that he was^he author of this 
defamation, which incenfed Mr. Bal — to fucK 
a degree^ that h^ could Ccavce be with-held' from 
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fiofts I have alreaay mentioned, as'a firahge in-* 
confiftency in hi^ di^fition. If hh anions were 
"at all accountable^ I ihould think he took pains 
to fret me into a fever firAj in order to manifeft 
his love and htimanity afte r w arfs . When I. rS 
covered my ftrehgth and fotrits, I tv^rtt abroad, 
faiv company, and fliould nave been cafy, had he 
been contented ; but as myfatisfeftion mcreafed,' 
fiis good-humoUr decayed, and hfe b^ifhfed, from 
. his houfe, o«e by one, all the people Mrhofe con* 
verfation could l»ve made my life agreeabte. 

I often expoftnhited with him upon his malig- 
nant behaviour, prbtefting niy defire of Kving ' 
peaceably with him ; and begging he wouJd not ' 
lay me under the neccffity of changing my mea* 
fiires. He was deaf to all my' remonftrances 
(though I warned him mo^ than once of the 
-event J, pferfifted in his maxims of perfecution j 
and, after repeated quarrds, I again left his 
houfe, fully determined to fufier all ftuts of ex- 
tremity, rather than fubje& myfelf to the tyranny 
of his difpofition. 

This year was produdlfve of one fatal event, 
which I felt with the utmoft fenfibility of forrow, 
'and I fhall alwa)^ remember with regret : I meaft 
the death of Mr. B— ^ with whom I had con- 
ftantly maintained an intimate correfpondence 
fince the firft commencement of our acquaint- 
ance. He was one of the moft valuable men, and 
promifed to be one of the brighteft ornaments that 
this or any other age had produced. I enjoyed 
his friendfhip without referve ; and fuch was the 
confidence he repofed in my integrity, from long 
experience of my truth, that he often faid he 
would believe my bare affertion, even though it 
ihould contradiil the evidence of his own fenfes* 
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Thefebiwmg thctermi uf&n Which we \Wdii it a^ 
ttdt ta be iuppoftA that? I bbk% die lofs df hint' 
without i^inii^ : iftdeed'iiiy grtef was unspeak- 
able : and^tk)ugh the ed^ df it bit now (kcxkhdt 
by ^ lement hand df time, I ftiaH lii^er ceafe* 
to chciifk bilme«i6ry with the itlaft tender re- 
membrance* . • 

.. . Duritig the laft pc^ridd of ftiy Kvihg with m/ 
lord, r had agreed td the expedi^rfby of obtalhln^^^ 
ail aft of parliament, which' woiildetiaUe him to^ 
pay htt debts ; on which dtcafioH <here was a n:i- 
treflity of cancelling-a deed that fubfifted between 
«s, relating to^ feparate maintenance ;- 16 which, 
on certain provifibhs, 1 was intitled': and thK 
was to be fet afide, fo faf as it interfered with the 
Above-mentioned fcheme,- while the reft of if 
fliottld remaiin in forc^^ When this affair was 
about to bfe tVaftfa^ed, my loi-d very generoufly 
infifted upon my dohcurrence, in annulKhg the 
whole fettlemfent; and when I refuftd to comply 
with this demand, becaufe this wai the* fole re- 
fource I had againft his ill-ufagfe,' he* would not 
proceed in thfe execUtioti of his plan, though by 
5kt)pp!ng it he hurt nobody biit himfelf ; arid he 
atcufed me of having' receded frbfe my word, 
after 1 had drawn him into a confldei^Ie ex- 
pcnce* 

This imputation of bi'eaking nriy word, which 
I defy the whcJe worid to prove! ever did; in- 
ctofed me the more, as I mj^felf had propofed th«J 
fdheme for his fervice, although I knew the ac* 
complifliment of it would endanger the validity 
of my own fettlemeht ; and my indignation was 
ilill more augmented by the behaviour of Mr* 
G= — , w'ho had always profeffed a regard for my 
iritereft, and upo^ my laft* accomto^daxi^ix Vv^ 

VoL.IIL K ^i 
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]iqrJQi0» atMlertakeii tordEBd^a nygnrifatibnlK* 
rtipeen my father and loe : but wfaoilie was qu»- 
fiioned about the paniculan of this difecnce, 
jDid defired to declare wfaedier his lotdflup or I 
was to Uame, . he drclined 4he office of arbitra-, 
tor, refuied to be explicit upon the fol:jed» and 
by certain flirewd hums and h^'s fignified his dif-> 
^^robation of my oasAiSi^ Yet this very man, 
when I imparted to him, in confidence,: my in- 
tention of making another petreat, and fi^tikly 
aiked' his opinicm of my defign, feemed to ac- 
quieice in the juAice of it, in thefe remarkable 
»words : ^ Madam, if I thought, .or had hopes 
^ of my lord's .growing better, I would down 
^ on my knees, to defire you to ftay ; but as I 
*^ have not, I lay nothing." 

If he connived at my condud in this pardcu- 
lar, why fliould he dilapprove of it, wh^n all I 
a&edwasbut common juftice ? But he was a de- . 
pendent ; and therefore I e^ccufe his phlegmatic 
(not to caU it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed he 
>could not be too cautious of giving offence to )ns 
Jordfliip,. who . {binetimes- made him feel the 
effeds of that wrath which other pec^e had 
kindled ; particularly, in confequence.of a fmall 
adventure which liappened about this very period 
of time. 

A very agreeable, fprightly, good-natuted 
young man, a near relation of my lord, hap- 
pening to be at our houfe one evening, when . 
there .was a fiie in the neighbourho<^, we agreed 
to go and fup at a tavern, enfamilU \ and having ; 
fpent^he evening with great mirth and good hu- . 
mour, rthis young gentleman, who was natu- 
rally facetious, in taking his l^ve, faluted , us all 
Tpui}4r My lord, who had before ratertained 
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fome jealoufy of his kinfman, was very much 
provoked by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
dently fupprefled his di^leafure till he returned 
to his own homfe, where his rage co-operating 
with the Champagne he had drank, inflamed him 
to fuch a degree of refolution," that he fprung 
upon the innocent G — n, and collared hirn with 
great fury, though he was altogether tmcoHcemed 
in the caufe of Iris indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to the other grievances under which I laboured, 
haftened my refblution of leaving him ; and he 
to this day blames his relation, as the immediate 
caufe of my efcape, wh^eas he ought to place it 
to the aocount of his own madnefs «nd indifcre- 
tion. When I retired to "Park-ftreet, he cau-» 
tioned all my tradefmen (not even excepting my 
baker), agaiirfl giving me credit, afiufinpthem 
that he would not pay any debts I (bould con- 
tract; «nd the difficulties to which I was re- 
duced, in confequence of this charitable- declara- 
tion, together with the refle£lion of what Ihad 
fufiered, and might ^mdergo^ from the caprice 
and barbarity of his difpofftion, affeSed my 
health fo much, that i was taken s^ain ill, and 
ray life thought hi danger. 
<-My conftitution, howeverK.got the better of 
my diftemper, and I was ordered into the coun- 
try by my phyficians, for the benefit of the air ; 
fo that I found myfelf under the neceflity of 
keeping two houfes, when I was little able to 
fupport one, and fet up my chariot, becaufe I 
ceuld hotjefray the expence of a hackney-coach ; 
for I had as much credit given me as I aflced 
for, noitwithftanding my ford's orders to the 
contrary* 

K 7i ^^-ojivsv^ 
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Having recruited my ffirk^ in the country, I 
returned to town, and was vifited by my friends^ 
who never forfook meinadverlity, and in thefum* 
mer removed to a houie in EileXf * where I lived a 
iew months in great tranquillity, umnolelled by my 
tyrant, who foipetimes gave me a whole year's re* 
(pite. Here lufed to ride and drive by turns (as 
my humour di^lated) with horfes which w^re lent 
me ; and 1 had the company of my lover, and an* 
(Other gentleman, who was a v^ry agreeable com* 
panion, and of lingular fervice to me in the fequeU 

At laft, my lord having received intelligence 
of the place of .my abode, and his tormenting 
humour recurring, he fel^out for my habitation^ 
and in ths mdming appeared in his coach and 
fix, attended by Mr. G — n, and another perfon, 
whom he had engaged for the ptixpofe^ -with fe- 
verai domefticks armed, I immediately fhut ii^ 
my doors at his approach, and refiifed him admit- 
tance, which he endeavoured to obtain by a fuc^ 
ceiFion of pra\«rs and thbeats ; but I was deaf to 
both, and refoTved to hold out to the laft. See- 
ing me determined, he began his attaek^ and his 
fcrvantsaftually forced their way into tibe houfe ; 
upon which I retreated up ftairs, atid fbrtiiied 
myfetf in my apartment, which the aflailants 
ftormed with fuch fury, that the door began to 
give way, and I retired into another room. 

Whilft I renuuned in this poft, Mr.G — — n de- 
manded a parley, in which he begged I would 
favour my lord with an interview, otherwife he 
kaew not what might be the con fequence. To 
thisJ reraonftrance I replied, that I was not dif- 
pofed to comply with his requeft ; and that 
though their defign.fliould be murder, I was not 
at all afraid of death. Upon ttiis declaration 
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Iftey »newcd their attacks, whicTi Ih^ carriecf on 
with indifferent (uccefs till the afternoon, when 
my lord (as if he had heen at play) fent a formal 
mefliage to me, defiring that all hoftilities Ihould 
ceafe, diil after both parties fiiould have dined. 
At the fame time, ray own fervants came for inr 
IbruAions ; and i ordfered them to let hint have 
^very thing which lie Ihould caJi for, as Ssff as 
fhe houfe woidd affords 

He did B^t fail to make vSk of this permilTion ; 
^t, fitting down with his compactions, cat up 
my dinner without he&tatic^if, after he had paiJ 
me the complimenf, of defiring to know what he 
Aioold fend up to my apartment.. Far from hav- 
injg any itomach to partake of his meal, I fat ibli^ 
lafv upon my bed^ in a ftate of mels^holy ex^- 
pe^atioir, having faftened the <loor of the out* 
ward T0om for my fecurity, while I kept my 
dkambcr open for the convenience of air, the 
weadier bein^ exccf&vely hot. 

His- iordihtp having indulged his appetite, re** 
filmed his^ att^enogpC, and ail ol a fudden I heard a 
fioife in the next room ; upon which I darted up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my anti^ 
chamber, by tnc help of a bench that ftood un- 
der the window, I flung to the door of my rooin> 
which I locked with great expedition, and open*^ 
ing another that communicated with the uair- 
eale, r^i out of the houfe, through a crx>wd of 
more than a hundred people, whom this fray 
had gathered together. 

Being univerfally beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, and lefpcAed by my lord'i fervants, I 
pafled among them untouched, and took refuge 
in a neighbouring cottage ; while his lordfhip 
l^awled and roared for afTiflance, being afraid to 

K 3 ^^\SiRi 
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come out as he had gone in* Without waiting 
for his deliberations, I changed cloaths with the 
poor woman who had given me fheker, and ia 
her blue apron and ftraw-hat fallied out into the 
- fields, intending to feek protedion at -the hou& 
of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road that led to it. HoweveE, 
it was my good fortune to meet with a farmer^ 
who undertook to conduft me to thfe place ; other* 
wife I fhould have miffed my way, aijd, in all 
probability, lain in the fields ; for, by this time^ 
it was eight o'clock at night. 

Under the direflioir of this guide, I traverfed 
hedges and ditches (for I would not venture to 
iravel in tlie highway, fell 1 fhould fall into the 
Jhands of my purfuer), and after 1 had adually 
iumbled in the mire, and walked fix or fevea 
long miles by the help of a good fpirit, which 
never fiailed me on fuch occafions, I arrived at 
the place, and rung the bell at the garden-gate for 
admittance. . Seeing my figure, which was very 
uncouth, together with my draggled condition^ 
they denied me entrance ; but when they under- 
Jlood who I was, immediately opened the door% 
and I was hofpitably entertairfed, after having 
])een the fubje6k of mirth, on account of my dnefe 
and adventure. 

Next day I returned and took poCTeffion ^of 
my houfe again, where I refumed my former 
amufements, which 1 enjoyed in quiet for the 
fpace of a whole month, waiting with refigna- 
tioii for the ifTue of my law-fuit ; whesone alter- 
noon, I was apprized of his lordlhip's approach 
by one of my fpies, whom I always employed to 
reconnoitre the road ; and fo fortunate was I ia 
the choice of thefe fcouts, that I never was be« 
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T ' '' 

-frayed by one » of them, though they were often 
bribed for that parpofe. ' ^ - : 

1 no fooner received this infelligencc, than V^ 
ordered my horfe to be faddled, and mounting, 
rode out of fight immediately, dircSing my 
courfe a different way from the. London road. I 
jiatd not long proceeded ih Ms track, when my 
"dareer was all -of a fndden flopped By a five-bar 
"gate, which, aftier fome hefitation, I refolVed tb 
leap (my horfe being an c^d hunter) if I ihorHi 
find myfelf purfued. However, with much dif- 
ficulty I made a fliift to open it, and arrived in 
-fafety, at: the houfe of my very good friend Mr. 

G i-, who being a juftice of* the peace, had 

prom i fed itie his proteSiorij if it ihould be 
■Vfanted. ' •'! i ' 

Thus fecured for tHe'prefeht, I fent out Ijplcs 
to bring informatioii of his lordfhip's proceed^ 
ings, and underftood that he had taken pofleflion 
of my houfe, turned my fervarits adrift, and 
made himfeif mafler of all niy moveables, cloaths 
and papers. As for the papers, they were of ho 
coniequeuceJ but of cloaths I had a good flock ; 
and when I nad reafon to believe that he did not 
intend to relitiquifli his conqueft, I thought it was 
high time for me to remove to a greater diftance 
from his quafters. Accordingly, two days after 
ihy efcape, 1 fet out at eleven o'clock at nighty 
in a thariot arid four, which I borrowed oT my 
friend*, attended by a fobtman, who was a flout 
fellow and well armed, I myfelf being provided 
with a brace of good piftols, which I was fully 
determined to uie, againft any perfon who (hould 
prefume to lay violent hands upon me, exccpr 
my lord, for whom a lefs mortal weapon would 
have fufficed, fuch as a bodkin or a tinder-box- 
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J(s[qt^ing ccjuld'be fartUer /rom Day i^tenti^ 
than the dfefire of hurting any Jivipg creature, 
Tnuch lefsmy buftfi^d; my deCgn was oiily to 
defend myfeJf from cruelty and oppreffion^ which 
I knew, by fatal .experience, would infallibly be 
/ny lot, flioutd he get me into his power : j^nd 
X tl^urght 1 had as gopcj a ri^ht to pref<?j^ye my 
J^pinpfs, asithat which every individual Tia^ tp 
^reieT/Ve his: life, efpeciallyj againft j^ fct of ruj^- 
^an^^.' y^ho were engage^.^ojoi't) me of it, for k 
littje dirty lucre. 

; In the iUiidil of our journey, the footman 
came up, and told me I was dogged ; upp^ which 
I looked out, and feeing a man ridi^^g, by the 
chaript-§{ie, ;pr^^fe^\^ne o| my giilols oi^t^^ 
the window, and preferved that pofture of ctft- 
^ence^ ^nti^rlf; tl^ugi^tjiropear to retreat, and 
jid me of tlie fe^rs th^t ajttetidedhajs companyv 
J arrived in tov^n, a.n(l changing my .e;^uipage, 
Jfckired an open chaife, in WjhtiQh (thQ^gh I w,9^ 
almoft ftaryed wiih ^oldj I , travelled tp ^eadingi 
>vhicji X reached by tea pext moriring y and f^Qn> 
thjenqe px;oc^'ed^d farther in thecpuatry, >yithj^ 
yie,w, of ta|;ing ,|"€fuge Wjith,MrjS. C-n — >. "^hQ 
was )ny parpiculat frieii^. I^ere I fibquld hav^ 
§3und fhelter, though my lo/d had been bjcfore? 
hand with jtdq, and eiideavoi^red to 'prppoiTeft h^f 
againft ipy cpndudl, had not ^he houfe beeq 
crowded wi^)> CQi^ipany, an^png whoi^ I poul4 
¥.ot poffibly^ have b^^fl ^oncej^led, efpecially 
from her brothe*-, who was an intimate fri^d qi 
my perfecu|or. i 

Things bping thus fitu^tigd, I enjoyed Iwt ^ 
very {hort interview with j>er, in whicb beyufgr- 
Tow and perplexity on my aci^ount appeared with 
great cxprefilpn in he^ counte;ii^at<? ; ajid thougih 
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t was not in her pqwer to afford me the relief I 
expelled, flie, in the moft genteel manner, fent 
after n\e a fmall fum of money, thinking that, 
confidering the hurry in which I left my houfe, I 
might have occafion for it on the road. I was 
by this time benumbed with cold, fatigued with 
travelUng, and almofl fretted to death by my dif-^ 
q)pointment. However, this was no time to in« 
dulge defpondence ; fince no body could, or 
would, afliil me, I ftood the more in need of my 
own refolution and prefence of mind* After 
fome deliberation, I fleered my courfe back ta 
London:; and being unwilling to return by the 
£une road in which I came, as w:ell as impatient 
to be at the end of my journey, I chofe the Bag-^ 
fliot way^ and ventured to crofs the heath uy 
ipoon-light. 

Here I was attacked by a footpad armed with- 
^ broad-fword, who came up and demanded my 
money. My ftock amounted to twelve guineas ; , 
dfid I fbielaw, .that Oiould £ be firipped of the 
whole fum, L could not travel without difcover- 
who I was, and confequently nmning the 
queof beingdeteftedby my purfuer.- On thefe 
oppfidera^tions I gave the fellow three guineas 
and fome filver ; with which he was fo far from 
kiting fatisfied, that he threatened to fearchme 
fbr more : but I ordered the coachman to pro- 
ceed,, aad by good fortune efcaped that ceremony ; 
tbpiji^ I was 'Under fome appr«henfion of being; 
avertakj^n with at pi^l-buUet ia my flight, ana 
therefore held d^wo luy bead in the chaife, in 
imtation of fome gr^ajt mea,. who aie faid to 
have duQkQdioi the fanmmannisr, in the day of 
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My fears happened to be difappointed : I hf 
at an inn updn the road, and next day arrived in ' 
town, in the utmoft difficulty and diftrefs ; for I 
knew not where to fix my habitation, and was 
deftitute of all means of fupport. In this di- 
lemma, I applied to my lawyer, who recom- 
mended me to the houfe of a tradefman in Weft- 
minfter, where I lodged and boarded upon credit, 
with my faithful Abigail (whom I (hall diftin- 

guifli by the name of Mrs. S r,) for the 

fpace of ten weeks, during which I faw nobody, 
and never once ftirred abroad. 

While I was thus haraffed out of all enjoyment 
cflife, and reduced to the utmoft indigence, by 
the cruelty of njy perfecutor, who had even 
Jlripped me of my wearing apparer^ I made a 
conqu^ft of lord D , a nobleman who is^ 
now dead, and therefore I fhall fay little of his 
charafter, • which is perfedMy well- known : thiy 
only, will I obferve, that next to my own tyrant, 
he was the perfon of whom I had the greateii: 
abhorrence.* Neverthelefs, when thefe two came 
in competition, I preferred the offers of this 
new lover, which were very confiderable ; and as- 
an afylum was the chief thing 1 wanted, agreed 
to follow him to his country-feat, whither I 
actually fent my cloaths, which I had puK:hafe(i 
upon credit. 

However, upon mature deliberation, I. changed 
my mind, and fignified my refolution in a letter, 
defiring at the fame time, that my baggage might 
be fent back.' In confequence of this meflage, I 
expeded a vifit from him, in all the rage of in- 
dignation and difappointment, and gave orders^ 
that he fbould not be adoutted into my houfe : 

yet. 
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yet, notwithftanding this precaution, hie found 
means to procure entrance ; and one of the firft 
obje6ls that I faw, neispt morning, in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with his harfe- 
whip, againft which (from the knowledge ol the 
man) • I did ' not. think myfelf altogether fecure ; • 
tliough I' was not n/uch alarmed, becaufe I be- 
lieved myfelf fuperior to him in point of bravery, 
fliould the worft come to the w6rft i but, con* 
ttary to my expeftation, and his ufual behaviour 
ft) our fex, he accofted me'very politely, and be- 
gan to expoftulate upon the contents of my letter, 
t freely told him, that- 1 had raflily affented to • 
his propofal, for my own convenience only ; that 
when I refleSed on what I had done, I thought 
it ungenerous in me to live with him upon thefe 
terms ; and that, as I did not like him, and could ' 
not diffemble, fuch a correfpondence could never* 
tend to the fatisfaflion of either. He allowed 
the inference was juft*, though he waS very much 
chagrined at niy previous proceeding : he relin- 
quimed his clairh, reftoredtny cloathsytad never 
afterwards upbraided me with my conaudt in thig 
affair; though he at one time owned, that he' 
flill loved me, and' ever* fhould, becaufe I had 
ufed him ill ; a declaration that ftrongly marks 
the peculiiirity of his charafter. As for my own ^ 
part, I own that my behaviour on this occafion, 
is no other way excufable, than on account of 
the miferable perplexity of my circumftanccs, 
which were often fo calamitous, that I wonder* 
I have not been compelled to take fuch fteps, as 
would have rendered my conduft much moreex^ 
ceptionable than it really is. 

At laft all my hopes were blafted by the iflue 
•f wy fuit^* which was determined iafayour of ' 

K 6 i»i 
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my lord. Even then I refufed to yield ; on tl?^ 
contrary, coming out of retirepi^t, 1 took lodg- 
ings- in Suffolk- Hicet, and fet my tyrant at de- 
fiance. But, being unwilling to tnift my doon 
to the care of pther people, X hired an boufe ii^ 
Conduit-ilreet ; and no fooner appeared in the 
worI(^ again, than I was jiirrounded by divert 
and fundry forts of admirers. I believe 1 received 
the incenfe and addreifes of all kinds under the 
fun, except that fort wb^ch was n:|oil to my 
liking, a man capable of contra£ting and infpii^-*^ 
iqg a mutual attachment ; but fuch a one is 
ei^ually rare ^d inefUmable : not but that I own 
inyfelf greatly obliged to all thofe who cultivated 
my good graces, though they were very little be-; 
holden to me ; for where I did not really love, 
I could never profefs that pafBon : that fort of dif- 
fimuUtion is a flav^ry that no honeil nature will 
undergo. Except one worthy young man whom 
I fometimes . faw, they were a ilrange medley of 
infignificant beings ; oi^e was iniipid, another, 
ridiculouflv affefted, a third voidofalleducatioQ, 
a fourth altogether inconfiftent ; and, in fbort, 1 
fpi^nd as many trifling characters among the i^en, 
a$ ever I obferved in my own fex. $ome of 
tben^ I endeavoured to bring over to nay inaxims^ 
while they attempted to make a prpfelyte of me ; 
but finding the taik impradicable o^ bpt^h fides> 
we very \fifely dropt each other. 

At fengt^, however, I was bleffed with the 
acquaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, 
the firft cnarader in England, in point of ^lo- 
nour, integrity, lyit, ^nfe and benevolence : 
when I have thus' diftinguiflied him, I i^d 

fcarce mention lord • This great, this good 

man, .poffeffes every acconpipUflumnt jequifite to . 

inlpire 
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iiifpife adrnkatipni love,, and efleezc. With in^ 
finitely more merit than almoft ever fell to one 
man's (hare, heinanifeib fuch diffidence of- his 
own qualifications, as cannot fail to prepouefe. 
every company in his favour. Hp feems to oh-* 
ferve nothmg, yet fees every thing ; hi* manner 
of telling a ftory, and ms^ing tnfle& elegant, i& 
pecqiiar to hiinfelf ; sind Vlu)^gh he has a thour, 
land oddities, tl\ey fcrve only to make iiim mora 
agreeable. After what 1 have {iaid, it may ba 
fuppofed thati wasenamoi^edof his nerfon : but 
Ais was not the cafe ; love is altogetner caprici- 
ous and fanciful ; yet I admir^, honour, and! 
efteem him to the higheft degree^ and when 1 
d)ferye, that his charaSer jefembled that of my 

cjear deputed friend Mr. B ; or rather, that 

Mr. B , had he lived, would have refembled^ 

I^d , I pay the hi^eil compliment I can. 

conceive both to the living auid the dead. 

In this nobleman's friendihip and converiation' 
Ithought my felf happy ; though I was, as ufual,*. 
eixppfed to the indefatigable eflForts of my Iord», 
who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
con^p^ny of this generous friend, appeared at my 
door in his coach, attended by atuxther gentle- 
man, who demanded entran^e^ with an air of 
authority. A yery honeft footman,, who had 
been long. in my fervice, ran up flairs^ in the ut-^ 
moft confternation, and gaye me an account of 
what had happened below. Upon which^ I told 
him he had nothing to anfwer for, and ordered 
him to keep die door fail (hut againft all oppoiir 
tion : though I was fo much ainsded with thi^^ 
qnexpeded affault, that lord — • — (aidj he wa9, 
never more furprifed and iDbocked in h^ life,^ 
than at the bo^^or i^hjicl^ appeared in. npy cotun-;. 
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fenance, when ffaw the coach flop at my 
door. 

My lihfe hero being refufed admittance, went 
away, threatened to return fpeedily with a rein- 
forcement ; and during this interval, I provided 
myfelf with a foldier, whom I placed centind at 
riie door, within fide, to guard me from the dan- 
ger of fuch affaults for the future. My lord, true 
to his promife, marched back with his auxiliaries, 
reinforced with a conftable, and repeated his de- 
mand of being admitted ; and my foldier open- 
ins the fafh, in order to anfwer him, according: 
to my direftions, he no fooner perceived the red 
coat, than he was feized with fuch a pannic^ that 
he inftantly fled with great precipitation ; and' 
when he recounted the adventure, like Falftaff 
in the play, multiplied my guard into a whole 
file of mufqueteers. He alfo made a (hift to dif- 
cover the gentleman, who had been fo kind as to 
lend me one of his company, and complained 

of him to the duke of N , in hopes of feeing* 

him broke for his mifdemeanor ; but in, that ex^- 
peftation he was luckily difappointed. 

Perceiving that in England I (hould never en-^ 
joy peace, but be continually fijbjeft to thofe' 
alarms smd difquiets which had already impaired* 
my health and fpirits, I refolved to repair again* 
to France, my beft refuge and fure retreat from 
the perfeciition of my tyrant. Yet, before I* 
took this ftep, I endeavoured, by the advice of 
my frietids, to conceal myfelf near Windfor ;; 
but was in a little time difcovered by my lord,* 
and hunted out of my lurking-place accordingly. 
I then removed to Chelfea, where I fuffered in- 
^nceivable uneafinefs and agitation of mind, 
irom the nature of my fituation, my tranquillity 
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Seing thus inceflantly invaded bv a man who 
could not be fatisfied with me, ana yet could not 
live without me: fo that, though I was very 
much indifpoied, I fet put for France, by the way 
of the Hague, as the war had (hut up all other 
conununication, having no other attendant but 
my woman S— r, who, though (he dreaded the 
fea, and was upon the brink of matrimony, would 
not quit me in fuch a calamitous condition^ until 
1 was joined by my footman and other maid, 
whom I ordered to follow me with the baggage. 
But, before my departure, t fent a*mefrage to 

k>rd , demanding my cloaths^,* which he had 

feized in EfTex ; and he refufing to deliver them, 
1 was obliged to equip myfelf anew, upon credit. 

1 was fupplied with money for my journey by 

my good friend L ; and after a fhort and 

pleafant paflage, arrived at the Hague, where I 
flayed two months, and parted with S— — r, on 
whom I fettled an annuity of five and twenty 
pounds, payable out of the provifion which I had 
or might obtain* from my huftand. The fame 
allowance had I prevailed upon lord B to 

grant to another maid, who attended me while 
1 lived in his houfe. 

I did not much relifli the people in Holland, 
becaufe they feemed intirely devoted to felf-in- 
tereft, without any tafie for pleafure or polite- 
nefs % a fpecies of difpofition that could not be 
very agreeable to me, who always defpifed mo- 
ney, had an unbounded benevolence of heart, 
and loved pleafure beyond every other confidera- 
tion. When I fay pleafure, I would not be un- 
derftood to mean fenfuality, which confiitutes 
the fupreme happinefs of thofe only, who are 
void of feixtiment and imagination. Neverthe- 



rpfsi I ceceiye^ fome civilities in thi$ pkC0 \ 9&(l 
apaong the xt% tl^ie |:€pat^tion of haying for my 
lover tl^ J^ing of P-^ — \ mimftei, who was 
young anc| airy, and viiite4 me pftejghi circum- 
flanc^s tlvat y^rere fufiicienf fo tay; nie under thei 
imputation of an anipur, wh^" I frequQptly 
incurred without heaving giv^n the }s^ caufe o| 
fufpicion. 

Having taken leav^ of ijiy ©utch fri^ds, \ 
departed from the Hague9 in conipany with an- 
Englifh woman, >v^hom \ h^d chofe for that pur-! 
pofe, and arrived at A^tw^rp with Tnuch. diffi- 
culty and danger, the highway being infefiedjl^ 
with robbers. After liaving repofed myfelf a few 
jays in this city, I hired a coach for myfelf> and! 
let out, with Wf companion, for Bmffels \ but,, 
before we reached Mechlin, our vehicle was at^ 
tacked by two hufiars,^ wbo» with their fabresr 
drawn, obliged the coachm^ tb drive into a, 
wood near the road. \ at firft imagined they 
wanted to examine our psiflports, hut was fooiit 
too well convinced of thf iir d^fign ; and tboi^gh; 
very much fliocked at thQ difcovery, found refo-^ 
lution enough to fij^prefs my concern, fo that it 
fliould not aggravate the terrors of the young' 
woman, who had almoft died with apprehenfian.. 
I; even encouraged her to ho|)e for the feeft »: 
aud addreffing myfelf to the robbers in I^renchji 
begged in the moft fuppliant manner^ tha^ tl^y 
wo;uid fpare our Uves ; upon yirhich, one of tbeni^, 
who \ya& a littl? feUow, affuired me in the iajn^ 
language, that \ye h^ nothing to fear for our 
perfon^ 

When we w^re copveyed in s^ ftate of d]readfi4 
Mpence above three quarters of a nule i«^o the^ 

W094. % ruflSffls c^cae iato. the coach, Wtak-. 

in^; 
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iiig vvy'i^'Bf^ wlwth I kept ready in tmy hand for 
.tliexri, Pj^Cjntied tbxce large trunk5> that jcontained 
liny baggage^ and emptying them of every thing 
i)ut my hoops and a few books, packed ixp their 
booty in a cloth 5 ithen robbed me of my n>oney 
-apd jeweU^ cv»n to my. fhae-buckles and fleeve- 
tbuUons, . tiDok my foptman's laced hat, and gave 
it, by way of gratification, to a peafant, who 
jCame &Qm bebimd the huihes^ add aifiibd them^ 
io packing. 

Thi^ aSair being difpatched, they ordered u& 
to return to the xoad^ by a diffibriCilt way from 
lihat in which we were carried into: ^he wood ;. 
and roou/iting their horfes, rode off with the 
pjundfr, ^hiJugb uojt htSox^dhiQ little. fclk^w,wha 
wa^t^'f^ft ferocious of jthe ivino, had xosae and 
j^x^k^A tue by ^ hapd^ WiiHiiiig us a goo<l jour^ 
wey ; a .cQrtpli^nt Nyhteh ]l beartiiy ; rctauaied„ 
bemg extremely weH plcafed with the cetjneat oif 
IWQ j[u.cb [ c$%t9pApAiQn5, w^o had detained us a 
whole half hour ; during which, notwitfaAand^ 
iilg tlle^flm'lua^e^I.hdii^iQeived, I/W^ in con^ 
tintjial apprishenrf(*n : of feeing their ^operation coni- 
icluded with thf9inlui:derlQ£lusf all; §qt I (bppofe 
th^y w^re of thu^ g^ng, v^ho had fonoe time be- 
fore murdered a French officer, and ufed b lady 
extremely ill, sif^ex having rifled/ her of ail Ihe 
t;iid. 

Haying thu$ undergone pillage, and/being rei- 
ducedrto the extmipiiy Qf indiffen^ in a fofeiga 
japd, i t i^ nc^' to' b^ fuppofed mat my refle^finboni 
were very corpfcrtaJoJe ; arid yet, though I fuf* 
tained the w^xoU damage, I, was the only ptrfoa 
if) the. company who bore the accident with any 
refQlution ?nd prefcnce of mind. . M/coachma» 
«tnd v^et feemed ^uite petrified with fear ^ and; 

i* 
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it was not, till I had repeated my dij^ftib^s^ that 
the fonner drove farther into the wood^-and-took 
the firft turning to the right, • in order tOi f'egain 
the road, according to the command of the rob^ 
bers, which I did not choofe to difobey. ^ 

This misfortune I fuffered by the mifinformar 
tion I reqeived at Antwerp, where I Would havfe 
provided myfelf with an cfcort, had not I been 
aflured, that there was not the leaft occafion to put 
myfelf to fuch extraordinary expence : and in*- 
deed the robbers took the only half hour in which 
they could have had an opportunity of plunder* 
ing us ; for w« no fooner returned into the high^ 
way, than we met with the * French artilfety 
coming from Bruflels, ivhich was a fectirity to i« 
during die reft; of our journey. We were^ after- 
wards informed at a fmall village, that there was 
a£iuaUy a large gaiig of deferters, who ha^boui^d 
in that, wood, from whi<ih they made excui^fioofi 
in the neighbourhood^ and kept the peaf<uit^ iii 
continual alarms, . i i ! i 

Having^ piobeaded a little wiy, We *wiite ftdp^/d 
by the artillery icrbflhm a^ bridge^; and as the train 
was very Jong, ' nroff' have ' been ' detained ^ liU 
-eighty had i not a foldier informeil ^e, that if I 
would take the trouble to corne out of my coach, 
and apply to the coi^imandant, he would order 
them to halt, and allow me to pafs. I took the 
man^s advice, and wasrby him conduced, with 
much difficulty, through the crowd to feme o^^ 
ficers, who feemed fcarce to defervc the name; 
for when I fignijfied my requeft, they neither 
rofe up, nor defired me to fit down ; b^t lolling 
in their chairs, with one leg ftretched out, a/ked, 
iPith an. air of diirefpedful raillery, where I wa> 
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g ? and when I anfwercd " To Paris ;** dc* 

to know what I would do there. 

who am naturally civil where I am di villj 

a&d faucy enough where I think tnyfeR 
ed with difregard, was very much piqued at 
•"infolent and unmannerly behaviour, and be- 
to reply to their impertin«it queilions, very 
priy ; fo that a very tart dialogue would have 
id, had not the converfation been interrupted 

tall, thin, genteel young French nobiemaiiy 
flficer in the army, ^ho chancing to come 
iked with great poHtenefs, what I wouJd 
5 to have ? I then repeated my defire, and 
jccd my paffports, by which he fcamed who 
s. He immediately gave orders that my 
1 ihould pafs ; and afterwards vifited me at 
, having obtained my permiffion, and taken 
ddrefe at parting ; while the* others, under- 
ing my name and quality, aiked pardon for 
impolite carriage, which riiey told me was 
g. to the reprefentation of the foldier, who 
them to underiland, that I was a ftrolling 
6. « 

could not help laughing heartily at this 
ke, which might have proceeded from the 
mftances of my appearance, my footman 
g been obliged ta change hats with the pea- 

and myfelf being without buckles in my 
, and buttons in my riding-fhirt, while my 
tenance fiill retainea m^ks of the fear and 
ifion I bad undergone. After all, perhaps 
^llow was a droll, aad wanted to entertain 
:lf at my expence. 

le day was fo far confumed in thefe adven- 
» that I was obliged to take up my lodging 
schlin> wherc I addisefled myfelf to the in* 
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leodant^ ^yvci% hioi 9ii accouiit of tlie ^lUaft 
had met witfa> and defiring I might have credi 
the imi, as our whole company cotdd iK>t i 
the value* of a (ix-pepce. This geaden 
though a provinclalt was polite in his way» 
not onjiy granted my lequeft, tnit invited m 
)o4ge ^t h^ pwi) boufe. I accordmgly gave 
jny coQ^any at fupper, but did not cbufe to i 
in hi$ <quar^tf(S, becauTe he s^ipeared to.be iv 
the French call tm vleux dibauch€\x ^ 

Next day, he fent a trumpet to ^he gen 
with a detail of my misfortune, in liopes oi 
Ifieviog what I had lofi ; but, netwithftan* 
all pofl^e fe^ch, I was fain to put up witb 
damage, i^iich, iii Imea, laces, doatlk and 
hies, a99punled to upwaids of Teiten huo 
pouQi^ : a l^b which aever deprived me of 
XHoment'^ reft ^ for Ihough { lodged a# a mi^ 
t>le ifi^, and lay ip a paultry bed, i Qept as fi: 
as if ao^hing extraordinary had happened, af 
bad wriitlen.tQ L^odioa and. Paris, diret^ing 
tb^ parent of my iiifis of cnsdit mi^t be £: 
Indeed, 1 know but of two misfortunes ii* 
capabla of deprefimg my fpirits^ namely 
Idfs of health and friends; ait others mai 
prevented, or endured.. The articles of thai 
tamity which I chiefly regretted, were a pi^ 
of lord W— ra, a»d f«me inimitable letters ; 

Mr.B r. 

. From Mechlin I uraceeded to Bruileis, ^ 
being l^ipwn, I got credit for fome neceflii 
Hud borrowed tweitfy guir^eas, txi defray the 
pence of my journey to Paris. Having confi 
wi^h my friends about the fafeft method of 
yelling through Flanders, I was perfuad^ 
take pkc$s iu tbp public Voiture ; a^ ace 
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ieif^ departed^ Hot without fears of finding one 
part of the couBtry^ as much infefted with rob^ 
bers aft another. Nor were tfaefe appfefaenfiont" 
jJTuaged by the convorfation of my feUow*tra«' 
vtUers^ who being of the lower fort of peoplct 
•^diat delight in exaggerating dangers, entertained 
me all the way with an account of all the roU>e<* 
ries and murders which had been committed on 
that road, with many additional circumfiances of 
their own invention. 

After having been two days e^icpofed to this 
comfortable converfation, among very difagree^ 
able company, which iscertaunly one of the moft 
idi&greeable fituationr in life^ I arrived at Lifle^ 
wheit, thinking, the dangerous part of the jour* 
ney was now paft, I hired a poft chaife, and in 
iwo days more reached Paris, without any far* 
jtbermoleftatton. 

Up<Mi my arrival in this capital, I was imme« 
idiately vifited by my old acquaintances, Who 
hearing my difafter, offered me their cloaths, and 
infiflisa upon my wearing, them, until I could be 
otherwife provided. They likewife engaged me 
in parties, with a view ol amuiing my imagina- 
t'lon, that I mi^ not grow melancholy in rs- 
fle^ng upon my bis ; and defired me to repeat 
the particulars of my ftory fi«ty times over, ex- 
prefling great furprize at our not being murdered, 
or ravifhed at leafi. As for this laft fpecies of^ 
outrage, the fear of it never once entered my ^ 
head, otherwife I ihould have been more (hocked 
and alarmed than I really was : but it ftems this 
was the chief circumftance of my conflpanion's 
apprehenfion ; and I camiot help obfervtng, that 
an homely woman is always more apt to entertain 
thofe fears, than one whofe perlon exiles her to 
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much more immfRent danger. However^ I now 
learned, that the d(k I ran was much greater 
than I imagined it to be, thole ruffians being &-^ 
miliarized to rape as well as murder. 

Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was 
fevoured with the addreffes ^f feveral French 
lovers ; but I never had any tafte for foreigners, 
pr indeed for any amufement of that kmd, except 
fuch as were Ukely to be lading, and fettled upon' 
a more agreeable footing than that of commoa 
gallantry. When 1 deviated from this principle, 
my condudl was the efTcil of compulfion, and 
therefore I was never eafy under it, having been 
reduced to the alternative of two €?vils, the leaft 
of which I was obliged to choofe, as a man leaps 
into the fea, in order to efcape from a Jhip that is 
onfire* 

Though I rejefied their love, I did not refufe' 
their company and converfation ; and though my 
health was considerably impaired by the fliock I 
received in my laft adventure, which was confi- 
derably greater than I at iirft imagined, and af- 
fected my companion fo much, that (he did not 
recover her fpirits, till jDie returhedto Engird : 
I- fay, though I was for fome time a valetudina- 
rian, I enjoyed myfelf in great tranquillity for 
the fpace often months, during which I wius vi- 
lited by Englifli, Scotch and French, of all par- 
ties and permaifions ; for pleafure is of no fiadipn, 
and that was the chie&objedi of my purfuit ; nei- 
ther was I fo an^itioQS of being a politician, as 
to employ my time and thoughts upon fubjedls 
which } did not underftand. I had admirers of 
aH fides, and ihould have fpent my time very 
much' to my liking, had not I felt my funds fen- 
/ibl^ diminifli, without any profped ojf their being 
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icpairol; for I had boeo obliged. to lay out a 
great parti of the Turn alloCted for my fubfiilence, 
in fuppiying my companioa, .ray feryant and my- 
felf with.neceflarieS) iinUeu of thefe which we 
had loft. 

.Having .before mine eyes the uncomfortable 
pxofpe<^ of wanting money in a (Irange place, I 
fouod my felf under the neceifity of returning to . 
England^ where I had more refources than I could 
pol&bly have among foreigners ; and with that 

view wrote to lord *s agents 'defiring that 

I might be enabled to difcharge my obligations 
at Paris, by the payment * of my pin-money* 
Thus a negociation commenced, and his lordfhip 
promifed to remit money for -ttie clesu-ance of my 
Paris debts,- 'which amounted to four hundred 
pounds : but he would not advance one farthing 
Toore, though I gave him to underfiand, that 
while he .protra^ed the agreement, I muft inevi- 
tably be addii^g to my mcumbrances, and that 
I Ihould be as effeAually detained by a debt of 
twenty ^pounds as if 1 owed a thoufand. Not- 
withfiandine all my reprefentations, he would 
not part with one (hilling over the neat fum which 
I had at fird ftipulated ^ fo that all my meafures 
were rendered abortive, and I found it altogether 
impra£ticable to execute thofe refolutions I had 
formed in his favour. 

Thus did he, for a mttc trifle, embarrafs the 
woman for whom he profefTas^ the moft unlimited 
love, and whofe principles he prctends.to hold in 
the utmoft veneration. Indeed his confidence in 
my integrity is not without foundation \ for many 
wives, with one half of my provocation, would 
have ruined him to all intents and purpofes; 
whereas, notwithftanding all the ^xtraotdinatY 
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^pfeftces, to which I ba^t been«xp6fed fty !ifi? 
continuial pferfectftiohy hfe nevi6r pkid a>fliilfing6i 
tny accoiik« except oHfe thourahd p6lih&, ej^hi^ 
five of thefmai allowance vrUch wasr my du^.. 
In a word, fo much time elapfed before my IdHi 
cbuld prevail tlpdnhlmfelf to advsaice the bare 
four huiichfed, that I was invblved- in frefe diffi- 
diltiies, from whidl*I found it impbffible fe- ex- 
tricate myfdf: and daaugh I had occafioh to- 
write a fetter to my beriefaftor Id^ — i»-^, iit 
Which Ie)cprefled my atknowledgnient for paft 
favours, 1 could not venture to folicit more ; 
«ven when I was encouraged- by' a very obligin]^ 
-attfwef, wherein he declared that the good quali- 
ties of my itfiiid and heart, wdiildbiiid hitn tdi 
Hie in frieridfliip for eveK 

While I rurtiiriated on my uhcbrafohtable fituih 
tibn, which would neither pernfiit me t^ re6atii 
to England, nor to ftay much loifgef wTiere I 
was, a young Englifhman of ini^enfe fortun^^ 
took Paris in his way from Italy, accohtpanied^ 
ty a moft agreeable Scotchman of %ery ^ood 
fenfe and great vivacity* It was my gdod'or ill 
fortune to become acquainted witH^ tMeTe gentle* 
men, Who having feen rtie at the ojpcra, dxpreffed ' 
a defire of being known to me, atfd accordingly 
favou^d me wiln avifit one afferiioon, when the 
Iriflk North Briton ingroffed the whole convetfa- 
.f ion ; while the other feemed fearful and diffident 
even to a ilegree of 1)afhfulnefs, through which, 
however, I could difcern a delicate fenfibility 
and uncommon underftanding. There was • In his 
perfon (which was very agreeable) as well as in 
his behaviour, a certain naivete that was very 
pleafing; and at this firft* interview, we r^iflied 
each other's company fo vr^U that a fort of inti- 
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msBCy immediately commenced, and was carried 
on in a fucceflion of parties of pleafure, in the 
courfe of which I found him fraught with all the 
tendernefs and fentiment rtiat render the heart 
fufceptlble of the mod refined love ; a difpofltioit 
that immediately made me partial to him, while 
it fubjefted his own heart to all the violent ira- 
preffions of a paflion, which 4 little imagined our 
correfpondence would have produced. 

Neverthelefs, I was far from teing difpleafcd 
with my conqueft, becaufe his peffon and qualifi- 
cations, as well as liis manner o^addrefs, were 
very much to ray liking, and recommended him 
in a particular manner to my affeflioa. Indeed, 
.he made a greater progrefs in my heart than I 
myfelf fulpedled ; for there was fomething con- 

fenial in our fouls, which from our firft meeting, 
believe, had attrafted us (unknown to ourfelves) 
under fjie notions of friendfhip and regard, and 
now difclofed itfelf in the nl6ft pallionate love. 

I llftened to his addrefles, and we were trulvf 
happy. His attachment was the quinteffence of 
tendlrnefs and Jincerity, whiJe his generoGty 
knew no bounds. Not contented with having, 
paid twelve hundred pounds on my account, ir» 
the ^ace of one fortnight, he would have loaded 
me with prefent after prefent,^liad not I abfo- 
lutely refufed to accept fuch expenfive marks of 
his munificence« 1 was even mortified at thofe 
inftances of his liberality, which my^fituatioi 
compelled me to receive, left, being but little 
acquainted with my difpofition, he fhould fufpeft 
me of being interefted in my Ipve, and judge 
my condudl by the malicious reports of common 
fame {which he afterwards owned), had at firft - 
-obtained fuch credit with him^ that ho bdieved 
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*our mutual attachment would not fee of loflg 3a* 
ration. But, in this particular, he was foon 
^undeceived : his heart, though naturally adapted 
-for the melting paflion, had hitherto efcaped un- 
touched by all the ladies of Italy and France ; and 
therefore the firft impreffions were the more 
deeply fixed. As he was unpraftifed inthe ways 
of common gallantry and deceit, the ftriking 
fimplicity in his charadler was the more likely to 
engage the heart of one who knew the perfidy of 
the world, and defpifed alh the farce and bombaft 
of fafhionabll? profefTion, which I had always 
confidered as the phrafe of Vanity and often|a* 
tion, rather than the genuine language of love. 
Befides, gratitude had a confiderable fhare in aug- 
menting my affedlion, which manifeiled itfelf 
in fuch a warm, cordial, artlefs manner, as in- 
creafed his efteem, and rivctted his attachment^ 
for he could eafily perceive, from the Whole te- 
. nour of my conduct, that my breaft was an uttef 
• llranger to craft and diflimulation : yet I was at 
firft fearful of contrail ing any engagement with 
. him, bccaufe being younger than me, he* ight 
^bc more apt to change, and the world might be 
' malicious enough to fuppofe I had pradlifea upon 
his inexperience ; but, confcious of my own in- 
tegrity, 1 fet flahder at defiance,;^trufting to my 
own behaviour, and his natural probity, for the 
continuance of his love* Though we did not 
live together in the fame houfe, the greateft part 
of our time was fpent in each other's company; 
we dined apd Jupped at the fame table, fre- 
quented public places, went upon parties to the 
^country, and never parted, but for a few houfs 
-in the night, which we pafl&d in the utmoft im- 
patience to meet agam* 
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In this agreeable manner did the days roll oft, 
^hen my felicity was irtterrupted by a fit of jea- 
loufy with which I happened to be feized. I had 
contra£led an acquaintance with a young married 
lady, who, though her perfonal attradions were 
but {lender, was, upon the whole, an agreeable, 
cheerful, good-natured companion, with a little 
tiafli of the coquette in her compofition. This 
woman being in yery indigent circumftances, , oc- 
cafioned by fome loifes her hufband had fuftaincd, 
•no fooner ha^ an opportunity of feeing and con- 
verfing with my lover, than (he flfrmddthe defign 
#f making a Conqueft of him. I (hould have for* 
given her for this fcheme, whatever pangs it 
migjit have coft me, had I believed it the efle^l of 
real paflion ; but I knew her too well ^o fuppofe 
her heart w^ fufceptible of love, and accordingly 
refented it. In the execution of her plan, flic 
^eglefted nothing which (he thought capable of 
engaging his attention* She took all opportuni- 
ties of fitting near him at table, ogled him in th^ 
tnqd palpable manner, dire<Sed her whole dif- 
courfe to him, trod upon his toes ; nay, I believe, 
fqueezed his hand. My blood boiled a*t her, 
.though my pride, for fome time, enabled me to 
conceal my uneafm^s ; till ^^ length her beha- 
viour became'- fo arrogant and grofs, that I could 
no longer fupprefs my indignation, and one day 
told my lover, that I would immediately renounce 
his correfpondence. 

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpefted 
declaration ; and when he undftrftood the caufe 
of it, affured me, that far tlie ftture he would 
never exchange one word with her. Satisfied with V. 
this mark of his fincerity and regard, I Feleafed 
hjm from this promife, w\\\cti\v^ ^Q>3it^\x^%^^^-'* 
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days, during which the dread of partings became 
more and more intenfe : fo that we determined 
upon my following him into England, by the 
firft opportunity, where 1 fhould Hve altogether 
incog, that I might be concealed from the inqui-!. 
lies and attempts of my lord. Even after this 
refolution was fixed, we parted with all the ago- 
nies of lovers who defpair of ever meeting again i 
and the wind bfbwing very high after he had em- 
barked, increafed my fears. ' But by the return 
of the packet-boat, I was bleffed with the report 
of his being fafe arrived in E|iglaHd> and had the 
^tisfa6tion of pcrufing his letters by every poft* 

My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in. concerting 
fome private method pf conveying myfelf to hjtH< 
As I would not truft myfelf in the common 
packet, for fear of being difcovered, after having 
revolved divers fchemes, I determined to tranfport 
myfelf in one of the Dutch fifhing-boats, though 
I knew the pafl'age would be hazardous ; butSj in 
a cafe of fuch intprefting concern, I overlooked 
all danger and inconvenience. Before I put this 
refolution in praiSice, I was fo fortunate as to 
bear of a fmall Englifh vefTel that arrived afCalais 
with a prifoner of war, in which I embarked^ 
with my companion and another lady, who lived 
with me for fome time afterwards ; and when we 
came on board, difcovered that the (hip was no 
other than a light collier, and that her whole 
company amounted to no more than three meR^ 
Neverthelefs, though the fea was fo roughs ^d 
the weather fo unpromifing, that no other boat 
would venture to put to fea, we fet fail, and be- 
tween two ftorms, ixx 8i)out three hours arrived 
in fafety in Dover*. 

irom 
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From hence my firft cocppanion/ went to hec' 
friends, in the ftage-coach, while the other' lady, 
and I hired an open poft-chaife''( though it fnowed! 
very hard) and without any accident performed:, 
our journey to London, where I met with my 
lover, who flew to my arras in all the tranfports 
of impatient joy ; and doubtlefs, I deferved his 
, affe£lion^ for the hardfhips,. perils,, kid difficul- 
ties 1 had undergone to be with hinr ; for I never 
fcrupled to undertake any thing pradlicable, in 
order to demonllrate the fincefity o£ what I pro* 
felTed. 

In confequence of our plan, I afTumed' a 5Ai^ 
tlousname, andjiever appeared in public, being 
fully fatisfied and happy in the company and 
converfation of the man I loved; and when he 
went into the country, contented myfelf with his. 
eorrefpondenccj which he punftuaHy maintained, 
m a feries of letter* equally fenfible, fincere and 
afFe<Stionate. 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the feafon, he devoted the greateft part of his 
time to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with re-. 
Iu6lance, when he was called away by indif- 
penfible bufinefs, and the civility which was due 
to his acquaintance, and very feldom went to any 
place of public entertainment, becaufe I could- 
not accompany and fhare with him in the diver- 
Con : nay^ fo much did I ingrofs his attention, 
that orje evening after he had been teized into 
an agreement of meeting fome friends at a play, 
he went thither precifely at the appointed hour, 
and as they did not arrive pun£lually at the very 
minute, he returned to me immediately, as much 
rejoiced at his efcape as if he had met with. 
fome fignal deliverance. Norwas his conflancy.^ 

L. 44 inferior. 
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inferior to f he^ardour of his Ic^ve r we wenf once 
together to a ball in the Hayikiafker^ where, in 
the midff of a thoulandfine women, whofe charms 
Were enhanced by the peculiarity of the drefles 
they wore, tie remained unlhaken, unfeduced, 
preferving his attachment for me, in fpitb of all 
temptation. , 

In the furamer he provided me with a houfe in 
the neighbournood of his own ; but the accom-^ 
modiations being b^, and that country affording 
no other place fit for my refidence, he brought 
me home to his own feat, and by that ftep railed 
an univerfal clamour, though I law no company^ 
and led fuch a folitary life, that nothing but ex- 
ceffive love could have fupported my fpifits : not 
but that be gave me as much of his time as he- 
could poffibly fpare from the neceffary duties of 
paying and receiving vifits, together with the 
avocations of hunting, and other country amufe* 
ments, which 1 could not partake. Formerly, 
indeed, I ufed to hunt and fhoot, but I had left 
off both ; fo that I was now reduced to the alter- 
native of reading, and walking by myfelf ; but, 
Love made up for all deficiencies to mey who think 
nothing elfe worth the living for ! — Had I hetn 
hlefftd with a partner for life^ who could have 
loved Jincerelyy and infpired me with a mutual 
flamey I would have ajked no more of fate, Inte-^ 
reft and ambition have no Jljare in my comtofition ^ 
tovey which is pleafierey or pleafure^ which is love^ 
makes up the whole. A heart Jh difpofed cannot hr 
devoid of other good fiialities \ it muft he fubje£i tir 
the impreffigns of humanity and benevolence^ and 
enemy to nothing hut itfelf* This you will give 
jne leave to affirm, in jufiice to- myfelf ; as I 

• bav©- 
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kave 'frankly owned my failings and loifcort^ 
duft. 

Towards the end of fummcr my heart wa* a 
little alarmed by a report that*prevailed, of my 
lover's being adlually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage : however^ I gave little credit to this ru- 
mour, till I was obliged to go to town about 
bufinefjs and there I heard the fa^e information 
pconfidently affirmed. Though I ftill confidered it 
as a vague furmife, I wrote to him an account of 
vrhat I had heard ; and in his anfwer, which is 
ftill in my poflcflion» he aflured me with re*- 
peated vows and proteftations, that the report 
was altogether falfe. Satisfied with this decla- 
ration, r returned to his houfe ; and though the 
tale was inceflantly thundered in 'ray ears, fiilf 
believed it void of all foundation, till my fufpi- 
cion was awaked by a very inconfiderable,cir'- 
cumftance. 

One day, on his return from hunting, I per*:- 
ceived he had a very fine pair of Drcfifcn ridlles 
on his fhirt, which.* I could notfoppofe he would' 
wear at fuch a riiftic exercife ; and therefore my^ 
fears immediately took the alarm. When I- 
queftioned him about this particular of his drefs,, 
his colour changed ; and though he attempted to* 
elude my fufpicion, by imputing it to a miftake 
of his fervant, T could not reft fatisfied with this 
account of the matter, . but inquired into the* 
truth with fuch eagernefs and penetration, that 
he could ndt. deny he had been to make a vifit. 
By degrees, L even extorted from him a con- 
fcffiou, that he bad engaged himfelf farther thaa 
he ought to have proceeded, without making me 
acquamted with his defign, tho* he endeavoured \ 
taexcufc his condu<ft, and pacify my difpleafur^i,. 
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by faying, that the affair' wouW Tiotrt>« brbngfif 
to bear for a great while, and perhaps might 
never come to a' determination : but_he was in 
great confiifion, and indeed hardly knew what 
he faid. 

I woiild have quitted his hoiffe that momfent^ 
had not he, before-hand, obtained a"^rbmifethat 
I would take no rafti refolution of that ^indy- and 
put it out of my power to procure any method oft 
conveyance by which I could tnake my retreat. 
I gave ho vent to reproaches, and only upbraided 
him with his haying permitted me to return 
jn^ ignorance^ to the country, after I was once 
fairly gone ; upop which he fwore that he could 
not bear the thoughts of parting with me. This 
declaration "^as a myftery at that time, but I 
have been (ince fo fully fatlsfied of his reafons 
for his €ondu6l:, that 1 liartily acquit him of all 
injuftice to me. And indeed, it is my lincere 
opinion, that iiF ever youhg man deferved to be 
happy, he is certainly entitied to that pri^- 
lege; and if' I may be allowed to judge, nas 
Ian heart fufceptible of the moft refined enjoy- 
ment. ^ 

The violence of the grief and conftemation 
which I fufferied from this flroke, having a little 
fubfided, I deliberated with myfelf about the 
meafures I fhould take, and determined to leave 
his houfe fome day when he fhould be abroad. I 
was encouraged in this refolution fay the advice 
of our Scotch friend, A^ho came afcc5uf this time 
from London, on a vifit to his fellow-traveller : 
we thought fuch an abrupt departure would be 
lefs Ihocking than to ftay and take a formal leave 
ef my lover, whofe heart was of fuch a delicate 
irame, that after I told him I ili«uld one, day 
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Withdraw myfclf, in hk abfence, he never came 
home from the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with apprehenfion that I had 
efcaped. 

After he had been fome time accuftomedta- 
thefe fear§ by my previous intimation, I at length 
decamped i» good earncft, though my heart ached 
upon the occafiony- becaufe I left him loving and 
^beloved; forTirs afFedion was evident, notwith- 
ftanding the ftep be had talcen, by the advice and ' 
importunity of all his relations, who laid a dif- 
a^reeable reftraint upon his^ inclinations, while 
they confulted his intereft in every other pjarti-*^ 
cular. ^ 

While I halted in the next great town, until 
Lcould be fupplied with frefh horfet, Lwas vifited > 
by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover ; but a breach had happened in-' 
their friendfhip, and he now came to complain 
of the treatment he had rcQeived. Perceiving 
that I was not in a humour to liflen to his ftory, 
clfe (hifted the converfation to my own, and ob- 
-ferved, that I had been extremely ill ufed. I told. • 
him that 1 was of a different opmion : that it was 
not only juft, bur expedient, that a. young man 

of Mr. *s fortune (hould think of making * 

fome alliance to ftrengthen and fupport the inte- 
reft of his family ; and that I had nothing to ac- 
cufe him of but his letting me remain fo long in 
ignorance of his intention. He then gave me 
to underftand, that I was ftiM ignorant of a grt^t 
part of the ill ufage I had received ; affirming, 
that while I lived in his houfe, he had amufed^ 
himfelf with all the common women in that 
town, to fome of whom this gentleman had pcr- 
fonalty introduced him. 

L6 «:v 
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At firft> I could not believe this imputatioip;; 
l)ut he fupported his aflertions with fc"«many conv 
vincing circumftances,, that I could no longer 
doubt the truth of them ; and I felt fo much re-? 
Jfentment, that my love vanifliec^ immediately 
into air. ^ Inftead of proceeding in^ my journey 
to London, I went back a confiderahte way, and 
fent a meffage,. defiring to fee him in a little 
houfe, about .mid- way between hiS-own habita- 
tion and the tcw^n from whence I came. He 
obeyed my fummonfi, and appeared at the place 
appointed^ where I. reproached him-, with great 
bitternefs,. He pleaded guilty to the charge,^ fo 
far as acknowledging that he had correfponded 
with other women lately, in: order to- get the 
better of his afieflion^foi: me, but the experiment 
had failed, and he found that^he ihould be for 
ever miferable.^ 

I didTnot look upon this candid confeflion ai- 
» fufficient atonemeatfor his paft diflimidationv 
>and, ia the fharpnefs- of my revenge, demanded 
a fettlement, which ha peremptorily refufed ; fa 
th^ for the prefent, we held each other in the 
utmoft contempt. Indeed, I. afterwards^ defpire4 
myfelf for my condefcenfion, vJ^hiclL. was- owing 
' to the advice of my companion, fuj^orted and 
inflamed by the ^rit of refentment^. Neverthe*- 
kfs, he begged that I would return to hishoufe^ 
or flay all night where I was ; but I was deaf to 
his intreaties, and, after a great deal of ironical 
civility on my fide, I took my kave, and went 
away; yet, before I fet out, I looked back, and 
faw him on horfeback, with fuch an air of fimr 
plicity and truth,, as called up a profound figh> 
jdotwithAanding all that hadpafledin our conver- 
iation* 
• Upoii 
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Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings , 
In Leicefter-fields, and anfwercd a letter which 
I had fome months before received frorn^ my lordj 
telling him that I would go home to him, with- 
out ftipulating for any terms, to try what eflfe£i 
my confidence would have upon his generofity. 
He readily embraced the offer, and took an houfe 
in St. Jame^Vftreet, where I propofed to com- 
ply with his humour in every thing that was 
confident witli • my own peace and tranquil^ 
lity. 

Mean whiFe, my Ibver paffed' his time very 

difagrceably in the country, wjth his friend, of 

whom (it feems) he had conceived fome jealoufy, 

which was increafed by a letter I wrote to that 

gentleman, till he was made acquainted with the 

contents, which he read over forty times ; and^ 

-rficn his paffion breaking out with more violence 

than ever, he not only exprefTed his feeling, ia 

an cpiftle which I immediately received, but 

when he came totownj fuffered fuch agonies of 

dfcfpair as l had never feen before, except in lord 

B If was then in my power to have takeit* 

ample revenge up©n him, as well as upon my 

infolent rival, who had infiftbd-^upon my leaving 

his houfe, in a very abrupt manner, though he 

abfolutely icfufed to gratify her malice; for he 

was now difpofed to da any thing for my fatis- 

fa6iion : but Iknewhis^ worth, and had toamuch 

regard' for his reputation to advife him to a£l in^ 

confiflent with his honour. 

About this time, many tender meetings and 
forrowful partings happened between us, till the 
marriage: knot was tied, when he" fen t me a 
bank-note for a thoufand pounds, by way of fpe- 
cimcn (as he called it j; of his^friendfhip, and of 
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what he would do for me, fhould I ever want 
his affilUnce. This mark of his generofity I 
received in a moft tender billet, which I (hail- 
never part vriith,, together with his pidlure fet in* 
diamonds.. 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping mea- 
fures with my lord ; we lay in the fame apart-^ 
ment, and for the firft four or five months I nei* 
tber dined nor fupped abroad, above twice ; and-i 
then he knew where I was, and approved of my. 
company. - But all thiscomplacency and circum- - 
fpe£iion had no eflPedl upon his temper, which, 
remained as capricious and diflatisfied ' as ever,^- 
Nay, to fucha provokir^ degree did this unhappy 
humour prevail, that one day, in the prefence of 
his lawyer, • he harangued upon my mifconduft- 
lince our laft re^union ; and very freely affirmed,, 
that every ftep 1 had taken was diametrically op- 
pofite to his will. 

Gdnfcious of tljie pains I had been at to pleafit" 
him, P was fo incenfed at tiiefe unjuff inveflivesi , 
that ftarjing up, I. told him he was a little dirty 
fellow ; and would have left the hoiii'e immedi- 
ately, had not his lawyer, and others,, who were, 
in the next*Toom, interpofed, and by dipt of ar-- 
gument and importunity diverted me from my, 
purpofe* By the bye, I have been informed by 
a perfon of rank, that my lord difcovered exaftly 
the &me difpofition in his fatlier*s lifer-time, and r 
only changes the fubjeft of his complaint from 
ih^'Vf or A father to that of wife* Indeed he takes 
all opportunities of plaguing my dear parent, 
as he has juft fagacity enough to know, that- 
this is the moil e&^ual way he can- take to 
^ilref^me* 

After 
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After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes 
of making him happy, or of ^ding myfelf eafy 
in my fituation ; and live with him at prefent to 
avoid a greater inconvenience. Not that his ilU 
nature is all the grievance of which I complain ; . 
exclufive of the perfona) difguft I entertain for 
him, his folly is of that fpecids which diibbliges 
rather than diverts, and his vanity and afie£tar 
tion altogether intolerable ; for he aftually be- 
lieves himfelf, or at leaft would impofe himfelf 
upon mankind, as a pattern in gall^etryand taile; 
and, in point of bufmefs, a perfon ef infinite fa^ 
gaci^ and penetration : but- the moft ridiculous 
part of bis chaiuder is his pretended talent for 
poUtics, in which he fo deeply concerns himfelf, 
that he has difmiifed many a good fervanf , becaufe 
he fafpe£led him^of having wrong comiexions ; a 
theme upon which he has often quarrelled with 
me, even almoft to parting, accufmg me with- 
holding correfpondence with the earls of B -^ and 
C— , and Mr. H— *V — ,- though I neVer had 
the leaft acquaintance with any of the^ gentle- 

meh, except the earl of C , to wh«m I have 

not fpoken for thefe ten years pafl. 

In (hprt, I have often been at a l6fs to know, 
whether he was more mad or malicious in thofe 
fits of enthufiafm, wherein he feemed tranfported 
with zeal for the commonwealth, and tor- 
mented me with his admonitions out iof all 
temper and patience. At length, however, I 
contrived an expedient which freed me kom, 
thefe troublefome expoftulations, and filenced 
him effedually on the fcore of politics. This 
was no other than an open avowa] of being con- 
neded with all thofe people whom I have 
namedi Indeed, I knew him too wel) to belieyp 
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Ihere was aiiy thing folid in his intention or pTO- 
feffioils, even when he carried himfclf fo far as to 
demand a private audience with the K- , in ord«Ei 
fo communicate a fcheme for fuppreffing the re** 
belHon ; and that beiryg denied, folicittd the duke 

of D 's intereft, for peraiiflioii to raife and 

head ^ rcghnent of Kentifc fmugglers-: nay, to 
fuch a pitck did his loyalty foar, that he pnrchafed 
a firelock of particular mechanifih, calculated for 
the fafety of the bearer, in cafe he had been 
placed centinel at his majefty^s doof ; and ktpt 
his horfes ready caparifoned, with a view of at- 
tending his fovereign to the field. Notwith- 
ftanding aB thefe pompous preparatiofis^ had he 
been put to the proof, he woukt have infallibly 
crept out of his engagements, through f6mc * 
fneaking evafion, his' imagination being very fer- 
tile in fuch- faving pretences. Yet he will talk, 
ibmetimesfo fervently, and even fenfibly, on tht 
fiibjeS:, that a ft ranger would miftake him for a 
man of underftandirig, and^ determined zeal for 
the goo(^f his countr)^ 

Since imy lafl: return to his houfe, that aS of 
parhament pafled, by which' he was enabled t3 
pay his deBts, and among the reft, a thoufand' 
pounds of my confraSing, the only burden of 
that kind I ever intailed upon him, exclufive of 
my pin-money, which was never regularly paid ; . 
nor would he have been fubjedl to this, had he 
not, by his perfecution and purfuit, expofed me 
to ftn extraordinary expence. I have alfo had it 
in my power to reward fome of my faithful Abi* 
gails ; in particular, to relieve from' extreme 
diftrefs that maid to whom (as I have already 
obferv^d) lord B — grantedan annuity, which fhe 
bad fold : J» that Ibe wais^ reduced to tl>e moft 
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al>je£t poverty, and I found her In a difmal hole, 
with two infants, periftiing for want ; a fpeftaclc 
\7h1ch drew tears from my eyes, and indeed 
could not but make deep impreflion upon an heart 
like mine, which the mifery of my fellow-crea- 
tures never failed to melt. 

Nor did I upon this occafion forget t\^c at- 
tachment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. 

S , who heafing I was robbed in my paflage 

through Flanders, had generoufly rclinquilhcd 
the allowance I had fettled upon her at parting. 
The exercife of fuch afls of humanity and bene* 
volence, and the pleafmt of feeing my dear and 
tender parent often, in fome meafure alleviate 
the chagrin to which 1 am fubjeft, from the dif- 
* agreeable difpofition of my lord, who, confident 
with his former ihconfiftency, upon our laft re- 
conciliation cheerfully agreed to a propofal I made 
of having concerts in the houfe, and even ap- 
proved of the fcheme with marks of particular 
latisfaftion : but before one half of the winter 
was Expired, he found means to banifi^ all the 
company, beginning with lord R— B^ , who, 
as he walked up ftairs one evening, was flopped 
by a fooCman, who plainly told him "he had or- 
ders to iky to him in particular, that his lordfhip 
was not at home : yet the very next day perceiv- 
ing that nobleman and me walking together in 
the park ; he joined us with an air of alacrity^ 
as if no fuch thing had happened, and even be- 
haved to lord R with the moft fawning 

complaifance. His deportment was equally ab- 
furd and impertinent to the reft of his friends, 
who forfook us gradually, being tired of main- 
taining any friendly communication with fuch a 
difagreeable compolition of ignorancq^and arro- 
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gance. For my own part, I look upon him as^ 
utterly incorrigible ; and as fate hath rubje<^ed 
ne CO his power, endeavour to make the bitter 
draught go down, by detaching myielf, as much 
a^poffible, from die fuppofition that there is any 
fiich exiflence upon earth. Indeeri, if I had not 
£ital experience of the contrar)*, I fliauld be apt 
to believe that fuch a chara&r is not to be found 
anK)ng the (bns of men \ becadfe his conduct is- 
altogether unaccountable by the knqvvn rules and 
maxims of hfe, and falls entirely under the poet*^. 
obfervation, ¥^n he (ays, 

*Tt$ true^ no meaning puzzles more than wit. 

* 
Her huiyihip having thus concluded her fk)ry,.^ 
to the entertainment of die company, and the ad- 
miration of Peregrine, who exprefied his aftoniih- 
ment at the variety of adventures (he had under- 
gone, which was fuch as lie thought fufficient to^ 
oeftroy the mod hardy and robufi confiitutiony 
and therefore infinitely more than enough to 
overwhelm one of her delicate frame ; one of the 
gentlemen prefent, roundly taxed her with want 
of candour, in fuppreflGng fome circumibnces of 
her life, which he thought elFential in the conii* 
deration of her chara<9^er. 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which 
bad an evident effeA upon the countenances of 
the whole audience, when the accufer proceeded 
to explain his imputation, by obferving, that, in 
the courfe of her narration, (he had omitted to 
mention a thoufand a6ls of uncommon charity, of 
wliichhe himfelf knew her to be guilty ; and thatr 
&e l^d concealed a. great umxf^ advantageous. 
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propofals of marriage, which flbe might havC; 
accepted before (he was engaged. 

The company were agreeably undeceived by 
this explanation; which her ladyfliip acknow- 
ledged in very polite terms, as a compliment- 
equally genteel and unexpefted : and our her6, 
after having^ teftified the fenfe he had of her 
complaifance and condefcenCon, in regaling him 
with a mark of' her confidence and efteem^ 
took his leave, and went home in a (late of 
confufion and perplexity : for, from the cir- 
cumftances of the tale he had heard, he plainly 
perceived, that her ladyfliip's heart was too de- 
licate to receive fuch incenfe, as he, in the ca- 
pacity of an admirer, could at^refent pay ; be- 
caufe, though he had in fome meafure abridged 
the enjpire of Emilia in his own breaft, it was 
not in his power to reftrain it fo effeftually, but 
that it would interfere with any other fovereiga 
whom his thoughts Giould adopt : anj, unlefs 

lady could ingrofs his whole love, time, 

and attention, he forefaw that it would be 
impoffible for him to fupport the pafTion which 
he might have the good fortune to infpire. He 
was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, 
by the fate of her former admirers, who feenied 
to have been wound up to a degreie of enthu- 
fiafm, that looked more like the efFedl of in- 
chantment, than the infpiration of human at- 
tradlions ; an extafy of paflion which he durft 
not venture to undergo : he therefore refolved to 
combat with the impreflions he had already i;e- 
ceived, and, ifpoflible, cultivate her friendftiip 
without foliciting her affeflion : but, before he 
could fix upon this determination, he defired to 
know the footing on which he ftood in her 

opinion ; 
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opinion ; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, 
obtsdned in the ufual manner, Underflood that 
her fentiments of him were Vety favourable, 
though without the leaft tindlure of love. He 
would have been traniported with joy,' had her 
thoughts of him been of a more tender texture ; 
though his reafon was better pleafed with the 
information he received ; in confej|uence of which 
be muttered up the ideas of hi^ fir ft paSion, and* 
iet them in oppofition to thofe of this new and 
dangerous attachment ; by which means he k^t 
the balance in equilibrioj and his bofom tplerab^ 
quiet. .,1, 
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C H A P. tXXXII. 

He peffuades Cadwallader to qffume the chara£ler 
•of a magiciany in which he acquires a great Jbare 
of reputation J by his refponfes to three females of 
'diftinefionj who feverally conjult the refearches of 
ihisart. ^^ 

HI S heart being thus, as it were, fufpended 
between two objeds that leflened the force 
rif each other's attrafltion, he took this oppor- 
, tunity of enjoying fome refpite, and for tlie pre- 
fent detached his fentiments from both ; refolv- 
ing Jto indulge himfelf in the exercife of that ** 
pra£lical fatirc, which was fo agree2d3le ^nd pe- 
ruliar to his difpofition. la this laudable deter- 
mination he was confirmed by the repeated fug- 
geftiphs of WJnTrieijd Cadwallader, who taxed him 
with* letting his talents ruil in indolence, and 
ilimulated his riatural Vivacity, with a fucceflioa 
of frefli difcoveries in the world of fcandal. 

Peregrine was now feized with a ftrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad- 
wallader, it in a moment acquired his approba- 
tion. This .notion he imparted in a propofal, 
to fubjeft the town to their ridicule, by giving 
refponfes in the charadler of a pfoferfed con- 
jurer, to be perfonated by the old mifanthrope, 
whofe dSptSt was extremely well calculated for 
the purpofc. The plan was injmediately adjufted 
in all its parts ; an apartment hired in a noufe 
accommodated with a public ftair ; fo that people 
might have ffee ingrefs and egrefs, without being ' 
cxpofed to obfervation ; and this tenement being 
furnifhed with the apparatus of a magician, fuch 
^s globes, telefcopes, a magic lanthorn^-a fkele- 
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ton, a dried monkey, together with the fklns ot 
an alligator J otter, «nd fnake, the conjurer him- 

• felf took poffeflioH of his caftle, after having dif- 
tributed printed advertifements, containing the 
particulars of his undertakings 

Thefe bills fqon operated according to the wift 
of the proje£lorS|> As the price of the oracle was 
fixed at. half a guinea, the public natun^ly con-^ 
eluded that the auUior wasgio common fortune- 
teller ;> and the very nejtt al^% Peregrine found 
fome ladies of his quality acquaintance, infefled 
with tte defire of making an experiment upoil 
the fkill of this new conjurer, who pretended to 
be juft arrived from the Mogul's empire, where 
he had learned the art from a Bfachman philofe- 
pher. Our young gentleman affefted to talk 
of the pretenfions of this fage wi^ ridicule and 
contempt, and with fceming remclance under- 
took to attend them to his apartment, oljtjferving 
that it would be a X^ery eafy matter to deteft the 
fellow's ignorance, and no more than common 

. juftice to chaftife him for his prefumption* 
Though he could eafily perceive a great fund of 
credulity in the company, they affefited to efpoufe 
his opinion, " and, under the notion of a frolickj 
agreed, that one particular lady fiiould endeavour 
to baffle his art, by appearing before him in the 

- drefs of her woman, who fhould at the fame . 
time perfonate her miftrefs, and be treated as 
fuch by our adventurer, who proofed to fquire, 
them to the place. Thefe meafures being con- 
certed, and the appointment fixed for, the next 
audience-day, Peregrine furnifhed*his friend with 
the necelfary information ; and when the hour 
of affignation arrived, conduced his charge to 
fhis oraculous fecr* 
f + TV^ 
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TThey were admitted by our hero's valet-de*** 
chambrfi, whofe vifage being naturally meagre 
-and fwafthy, was adorned with- artificial whif- 
kers ; fo that he became the Perfian drefs which 
he wore, and feemed a very proper mafter of the 
ceremonies to an oriental necromancer* Having 
croffed his arms upon his brea^, with an inclina- 
tion o£the head, he flalked in folemn filence be- 
fore them into the penetralia.of the temple, where 
they found the cohjurer fitting at a table, pro- 
vided with pen, ink, and paper, divers books, 
^nd mathematical inftruments, and a long white 
"wand lying acrofs the whole. He was habited 
in a black gown and fur-cap 1 his countenance, 
over and above a double prqportion of philofophic 
^gravity, which he had afTumed for the occafioU) 
was improved by a thick beard, white as fnow, 
that reached to his middle, and upon each flioul- 
"dcrTat a prodigious large black cat which had 
been tutored for the purpofe. 

Such a figure, which would have ftartled Pe- 
'tegrine himfelf, had not he been concerned in 
the myftery, could not fail to make an impreflion 
upon thofe whom he accompanied. The fi6li- 
tious chatnbermald, in ^ite of all her natural * 
pertnefs and vivacity, changed colour when (he 
•entered the room, while the pretended lady, whofe 
iritelledls were not quite fo enlightened, began to 
^tremble in every joint, and ejac\jlate petitions to 
Tieaven for her fafety. Their condudtor ad- 
vancing to me table, prefented his offering, and 
pointing to the maid, told him, that lady de- 
iired to Ttnow what would be her deftiny in point 
■of marriage. The philofopher, without^ lifting 
up iiis eyes to view the perfon in *whofe behalf he 
was confulted, turned his ear to one gf the fable • 
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familiars that purred upon his Ihoulder, and 
taking up the pen, wrote upon a detached flip of 
paper thefe words, which Peregrine, at the de- 
fire of the ladies, repeated aloud, ** Her deftiny 
will, in a great meamre, depend upon what hap-r 
pened to her about nine o'clock in the morning, 
•on the third day of laft December." 

This fentence was no fooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady fcreamed, and^xan out into 
the antichamber, exclaiming, ** Chrift have 
mercy upon us! Sure he is the devil incarnate!" 
Her miftrefs, who followed her with great con- 
fternation, infifted upon knowing the tranfa6lIon 
to which the refp'onfe alluded; and Mrs. Abigail, 
after fome recolleflion gave her to underftand 
that (he had an admirer, who, on that very hour 
and day mentioned by the cunning man, had 
addrefled himfelf to her in a ferious propofal of 
marriage. This explanation, however, was more 
ingenious than candid ; for the admirer was no 
other than the identical Mr. Pickle himfelf, who 
was a meer dragon among the chambermaids, and 
in his previous information communicated to his 
aflbciate, had given an account of this afligna- 
^ tion,'with which he had been favoured by the 
damfel in queftion. 

Our hero feeing his company very much af- 
fefted with this circumftance of thfr wizzard's art, 
which had almoft frighted both miftrefs and maid 
into hyflmc fits, pretended to laugh them out of 
their tears, by obferving that ther^ was nothing 
extraordinary in this initance of his knowledge, 
which might have been acquired by fomei of thofe 
fecret emiffaries whom fuch impoltors are obliged 
to eniploy for intelligence, or imparted by the 
tover himfelf, ^ho had, perhaps, come to con- 
* - \ fult 
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fiSlt hirti about the fuccefs of his arhour* En-* 
couraged by this obfervatioil> or rather prompted 
by art infatiable curiofity, which was proof againft 
all forts of apprehenfion, the difguifed lady re- 
turned to the magician's own apartment, and af- 
fuming the air of a pert chambermaid, " Mr. Con- 
jurer (faid fhe)now you have fatisfied ray miftrefs, 
will you be fo good as to tell me, if ever I (hall 
^e married ?** The fage, witliout the leaft hefi- 
tation, favQured her with an anfwer, yin the fol- 
lowing words : " You cannot be married before 
you are a widow ; and whether or not that will 
evef be the cafe, is a queftion which my art cart- 
Hot refolve, becaufe my foreknowledge exceeds 
not the term of thirty years/* 

This reply, which at once cut her off from the 
pleafing profpcil of feeing herfelf independent in 
the enjoyment bf youth and fortune, in a moment 
clouded her afpeft ; all her good humour waf 
overcaft, and flie went away, without further in^ 
quiry, muttering in the rancour of her chagrinv 
that lie was a filly Impertinent fellow, and a mecr 
•quack in his profemon* Notwithflanding the 
prejudice of this refentment, her convidliori foon 
recurred \ and when the report of his anfwers was 
made to thofe confederates by whom (lie had been 
deputed to m%ke trial of his IkilJ, ,they were uni- 
verfally perfuaded that his art wa(& altogether fu- 
pernafural, though each affefted to treat it with 
donterapt, r^olvmg, in her own brcaft, to have 
recourfe to him in private. 

Inthe mean time, the maid, tho' laid under the 
moil pererapt5ry injunftions of fecrecy, was fa 
ftiU of the circumftance which related to her own' 
conduft, that fhe extolled his prefcience, in whif- 
pers to all acquaintaiKe^ affuriaa tl^uvj \Jaai 

Vol. Ill M V^ 
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Ttk had told her all the particulars of her life ; fo 
that his fam6 was almoftinftantaneoufly conveyed, 
through a thoufand different channels, to aH parts 
of the town ; and the very next time he affumed 
the chair, his doors were befieged by curious 
people of all fedis and denominations. 

Beijag an old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
lader knew it would be impoflible for him to fup- 
port his reputation in the promifcuous exercife of 
fortune- telling, becaufe every perfon that ihould 
come to confult him would expeft a fample of his 
ikili relating to things paft ; and it could not be 
fuppofed that he was acquainted with the private 
concerns of every individual who ntight apply to 
him for that purpofe : he therefore ordered his 
minifter, whom* he diftinguifhed by the name of 
Hadgi Rourk, to fignify to all thofe who demand- 
ed entrance that his price was half a guinea ; and 
that all fuch as were not difpofed to gratify him 
with that confideration, would do well to leave 
the paffage free for the r,eft. 

This declaration fuccceded to his wifh ; for this 
^ congregation con filled chiefly of footmen, cham- 
bermaids, 'prentices, and the lower clafs of tradef- 
men> who could not afford to purchafe prefciencc 
at fuch a price ; fo that, after fruitlefs offers of 
fliillings and half crowns, they dropped off one 
by one, and left* the field open for cuflomers of 
an higher rank. 

The firft perfon of this fpccies who appeared 
was dreifed like the wife of a fubftantial tradef- 
tnan ; but this difguife could not fcreen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who at firft fight 
knew her to be one of the ladies of whofe coming 
he had been apprizfed by Peregrine, on the fup- 
DoGtion that theix cioiio^t^ ^^& t^ib^i inflamed 
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tfian allayed by the intelligence they had received 
from his fitft client. This lady approached 
the philofopher with that intrepidity of counte- 
nance fo confpiciibus in matrons of ner dignified 
fphere, and in a foft voice, afked with a fimper* 
of what complexion her next child would be ? 
The necrortiancer, who was perfeftiy well ac-p 
quainted with her private hiftory, forthwith de- 
livered his refponfe in the following queftion, 
written in the ufual form, ** How long has Pom^ 
pey the black been difraiffed from your ladylhip's 
fervice?'* 

Endued as (he was with a great fliare of that 
fortitude which is diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of effrontery, her face ^exhibited fome figns lof 
ftiame, and confufion at the receipt of this oracu- 
lar interrogation, by which (he was convinced of 
his extraordinary intelligence ; and accofting him 
in a very ferious tone, " Doftor (faid (he), I per- 
ceive you are a perfon of great abilities in the art 
you profefs ; and therefore, without pretending 
to diitemble, I will own you have touched the 
tnie firing of my appr'eherifions. I anpi perfuade J 
I need not be more particular in my inquiries/^ ' 
Here is a purfe of money ; take it, and deliver 
me from a moft alarming and uneafy lufpenfe.'* 
So faying, fhe depofited her offering upon the 
table, and waited for his anfwer with a face of 
fearful expe£lation, while he was emplo}'ed in 
writing this fentence for her perufal : ** Though 
I fee into the womb of time, the profpedt is not 
perfc6lly diftindl ; the feeds of future events lie 
mingled and confufed : fo that I am under the 
neceflity of aflifling my divination in fome cafes, 
by analogy and human intelligence ; and cannot 
poiDbJy fdtisfy your prefent dL^\io\s^ a^jcJl^^ ^<^^ 

M 2. . ^'^ 
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-vrillcondcfcend to make me privy to all tbcfe 
occurrences which you tbiak might have inter?- 
fered with the caufe of your apprchenfion." 

The lady haying read the declaration, affedied 
^ fmall emotion of fhynefs and repugnance, and 
leating hcrfelf upon a fettee, after having cau-» 
•tioufly informed herfelf of the privacy of the 
.apartment, gave fuch a detail of the lucceflton crf- 
licr lovejs, as aijiazed while it entertained the ne^ 
eromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, v/he 
irom a clofet, in whicji he had conceaded himfel^ 
overheard every fyllablc of her confdlion. 'Cadr 
walladcr liftened to her ftory with a look of infi- 
nite importance and fagacity, and after a fhorf 
paufe told her, that he would not pretend to give 
a categorical anfwer, until Jie fliould have deli- 
berated maturely upon the various M:ircumflances 
©f the affair ; but if flie would take the trouble of 
honouring him with another vifrt on his next 
public day, he hoped he fliould be able to give 
her full fatisfaftion. Confcious of the importance 
of her doubts, flie could not help commending 
Iiis caution, and took her leave, with a promife 
of returning at the appointed time : then the con- 
jurer being joined by his aflbciate, they gave a 
loofe to their mirth, which having indulged, they 
iegan to concert meafures for inmding fome dif- 
^graceful punifiiment on the fliamelefs and infatiatc 
termagant who had fo impudently avowed her 
own proftitution. 

They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
ference, by the arrival of a new gweff,, who be- 
ing announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated te 
his lurking-place, and Cadwailader refumed his 
myfterious appearance. This new client, though ■ 
ihe hid her fa^^ in a m^&i^ cq^jXi^ixs^x cwwi^-i^Wx- 
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feff ft^tn die knovfhdge of the conjurer; who by^ 
her voice reccgmzed her to be an unmarried" 
lady of his: own acquaintance. She had, within 
a' fniall compaft of time, made herfelf remark- 
able for two adventures which had not at alt 
fucceeded fo her expectation : being very much 
addidled to play, fhe had, at a certain rout, in- 
dulged that paffion to fuCh excefs*, as not only gof 
<he betteir of her juftice, but alfo of her circuni- 
fpeiiion ; fo that (he was unfortunately deteded 
HI her endeavours to appropriate to herfelf what 
was not lawfully her due. This fmall flip Was 
kttended with another indifcretion, which had^ 
Hkewife an^ unlucky effedl upon her -reputation. 
She had beeh favoUi'ed with the addrefles of o?ie 
of thofe hopeful heirs who fwarm and fwagger 
abbiit toWA, under the denomination of Bucks'^; 
•and in the confidence of his honour confented t6 
^ ohe of a partie that made an excurfion as far sis 
Windfor, thinking herfelf fecured frorn fcandal 
by the company of another young lady, who had 
alfo condefceiided to trufl herperfon to thepro- 
•tedlion of her admirer. The two gallants, iti' 
the courfe o/ this expedition, were faid to ufe the 
ifiofl. perfidious means to intoxicate the paflions 
of their miftreffes, by mixing drugs with their 
wine, which inflamed their conftitutions to fuch* 
^ degree, that they fell an eafy facrifice to the 
appetites of their '<:ondu6lors, who, upon their 
return to town^ were fo bafe and inhuman as to " 
-lk>aft among their companions of the exploit they 
had atehieved. Thus the ftory was circulated, 
-with a thoufand additional circumftances to the 
prejudice of the fufferers, one of whom had 
thought proper to withdraw into the country,* 
isaui the Xcandal raifed at her ex^^erus^ (hovuld Cub« 



I 



a^6 Tie Adventuaes,^ 

fide ; while the other, who was ladi: fo eafily ^M 
out of countenance, refolved to outface the rer 
port, as a treacherous afperfion, invented by her 
lover as an excufe for his own inconftancy ; and ^ 
aftually appeared in public, as ufual,- till {he 
found herfelf negledled by the greateft part of her 
acquaintance. 

In confequence of this difgrace, which flic 
inew not whether to impute to the card affair, cfi 
to the laft faux pas fhe had committed, flie 
now came to corifult.tlie conjurer, and fignifiejd 
Jher errand, by aflcing whether the caufe of her 
prefent difquiet was of the town or the country i 
Cadwallader at once perceiving her allufion, an- 
fwered her queftion in thefe terms: ** This honeft 
vworld will forgive a young gatnefler for indifcre- 
tion at play, but a favour granted to a babbling 
coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.** This re- 
•Ijponfe (he received with equal aflonifhment and 
chagrin ; and, fully convinced of the necroman- 
cer's omnifcience, implored his advice touching 
the retrieval of her reputation : upon which he 
counfelled her to wed with the firft opportunity. 
She feemed fo well ple'afed with his adpionition, 
that flie gratified him with a double fee, and dropr 
ping a low curtTy, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
filence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was ac- 
cordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while 
Peregrme and his friend renewed the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and fettled a plan of 
operations for the next occafion : mean while it 
was refolved that Hadgi fliould not. only exer- 
cife his own talents, but alfo employ inferior 
agents, in procuring general intelligence for the 
fupport of their fcjiepac ^ diat the expencq of this 
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liftry ftioul4 be defray^ from the profits of 
ir profeflions ; and the remainder be difiributed 
poor families in diftrefs- 

CHAP. LXXXIli. 

regrine and his friend Cadwallader proceed in 
he exercife of the myflery of fortune-telVingy in 
he courfe of which they atchieve various adven" 
ur£s. 

rHESE preliminaries being adjufted, our 
hero forthwith repaired to a card affemblyt 
ich was frequented by fome of the nioft not- 
e gofTips in town, and having artfully turned 

converfation upon the fubjeft of the fortune- 
er, whofe talents he pretended to ridicule, in- 
ifed their itch of knowing fecrets to fuch a de- 
:e of impatience, that their curiofity becamp 
rrant, and he took it for granted, that all or 
le of them Vould yifit Albumazar on his very 
t vifiting day. While Peregrine was thus en- 
jed, this affociate ;nade his appearance in ano- 
r convocation of fafliionable people, where 
foon had the pleafure of hearing the conjurer 
»ught upon the carpet by an elderly gentlew o- 
n, remarkable for her inquifitive difpoiitioii, 
o addreffing Herfelf to Cadwallader, afked, by' 

help of the finger-alphabet, if he knew any 
ng of the magician that made fuch a noife in 
vn?,. The mifanthrope anfwered as iifual, iii 
Lirly tone, "By your queftion you mull cither 
.e me for a pimp or an ideot. What, in the 
ne of nonfenfe, ihould 1 know of fuch a raf- 
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cal, unkfs I were to court his acquaintance wM^ 
a view to feaft my own fpleen, in feeing him fool 
the whole nation out of their money r TTiough*> 
I fuppofe, his chief profits arife from hispradice, 
in quality of pander. All fortune-teflers are 
bawds^ and for that reafon are fo much followed 
by people of fafhion. This fellow (I M^arrant) 
^a$ got fundr)' convenient apartments for the be- 
nefit of procreation ; for it is not to be fuppofed 
that thofe wlio vifit him on the pretence of con- 
Tulting his * fupernatural art, can be fiich fools^ 
liich drivellers, as to believe that he can adually 
prognofticate future events." 

The company, according to his expeflation> 
imputed his remarks to the rancour of his diljlbfi- 
tion, which' could not bear to think that any 

ferfon upon earth was wifer than liimfelf ; and 
is ears were regaled with a thoufand inftances of 
tlie conjurer's wonderful prefcience, for whicli 
he was altogether indebted to fiftion.- Some of 
thefb fpecimens being communicated to him by 
way of appeal to his opinion, "They are' (faid 
he) meer phantoms of ignorance and creduUty, 
fwelled up in the repetition, like thofe unfub- 
ftantial bubbles which- the boys blow up in foap* 
fuds with a tobacco-pipe. And this will ever be^ 
the cafe in the propagation of all extraordinary 
intelligence : the imagination, naturally magnifies 
fevery objeS that falls under its cognizance, efpe- 
cially thofe that concern the paffions of fear and 
admiration ; and when the occurrence comes td 
Tbe rehearfi^d, the vanity of the relater exaggerate*^ 
every circumftance in order to enhance the im- 
portance of the communication. Thus an inci- 
dent, which isbiit barely uncommon, often gains, 
iucb acceflion in its progrels thro' the fancies and 
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»ouths of thofeMrhoreprefentit, that the origi- 
iStBl isiSi caiuiot poffibly bb dlftinguUhed. This- 
obfervatioir might be proved and illulfrat^d by a- 
thoufand ' undeniable examples, out of which I - 
ftall only feleSonc inftance, for the entertain-- 
ment' and edification of the company : ' A very, 
honeft gentleman, remarkable for the gravity of* 
his deportment, was oire day, in' a certain coffee*- 
boufe, accofted by one of his particular ffiend^^-> 
"who, taking him by the hand, expreffed uncom- 
mon fatisfa£lion in ' feeing him abroad,^ and in - 
good health, after the dangerous and portentous*' 
malady he had undergone. Surprifed at this fa- 
lutation, the gentlen^m: replied, it was true, he 
had been a little out of order over night,' but' 
there was nothing at all extraordinary itr liis in- 
difpofition. " Jefu! not extraordinary I (cried* 
the other) when you vomited three black crows.**" 
This ftrange exclamation the grave genttemin at 
ferft miftook for raWer)', though his friend was- 
no joker ; but^rceiving in him' all the marks of 
fmcerity and aftonilhment, he fuddenfly changed ^ 
his opinion^ and, after a fhort^ revery,. taking , 
him afide, exprefled himfelf in thefe wordi; ** Sir^ , 
it is not unknown to you, that I am at prefent 
engaged in a tteiity of marriage, which would have 
been fettled long ago, had not* it been ^ retarded 
fe?y the repeated machinations of a certain perlbn* 
who profefTed himfelf my rival. Now I am fully 
pei^fuaded that this aflfair of the three crows is a- 
nory of his invention, calculated to prejudice me^ 
in the opinion of the lady, who, to be fure, 
would not choofe to marry a man who has a 
rookery in hi$ bowels; and therefore Lmuft in- 
fill upon knowing your author of this fcaudalous 
report, that I may be able ta vindicate my cha* 

M 5 ^ rader 
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raster from the malicious afperfion/* His friend^ 
•who thought the demand was very reafonable, 
told him, without hefitati(MT, that he was made 
Acquainted with the circumflance of his diftemper 
^ fay Mr. Such-a-one, their common acquaintance: 
upon which the perfon who conceived himfelf in- 
jured went immediately in queft of his fuppofed 
defamer, and havjng found him, ** Pray, Sir 
(faid he with a peremptory tone), who told you 
that I vomited three black crows?'* "Three? 
(anfwered the gentleman) I mentioned two on- 
ly." "Zounds! Sir (cried the other, incenfed 
at hi^ indifference) you will find the two too 
many, if you refufe to difcover the villanous 
fource of fuch calumny.** The gentleman, fur- 

Erifed at his heat, faid he was forry to find he had 
een the accidental inftrument of giving him of-* 
fence, but tranflated the blame (if any there was) 
froni himfelf to a third perfon, to whpfe inform- 
ation he owed his knowledge of the report.. 
The plaintiff, according to the diredlion he re- 
ceived, repaired to the houfe of the accufed ; and 
his indignation being inflamed at' finding the ftory 
■ had already circulated among his acquaintance,^ 
he told him, with evident martESvOr'difjJeafar^ 
that he was come to pluck that %amc brace o£ 
crows which he faid he had difgorged. Thq de- 
fendant feeing him very much irritated, . pofitivelj? 
denied that he had mentioned a brace : " Oi« in- 
deed (faid he)i I own I took notice of, upon the 
authority of your oA^n phyfician^ who gave pe 
^n account of it this raorning." '* By the Lordl 
(cried the fufferer in a rage, which he coiild no- 
longer contain) that rafcal has been fuborned by 
my rival to flander my charafter in this man- 
ner \ but I'll be revenged, if there be eitlaer law 

©r 
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or equity in England.** He had fcarce pro- 
nounced thefe words, when the dodlor happened 
to enter the room ; when his exafperated patient 
lifting up his cane, " Sirrah (faid he), if I live, 
I'll make that black crow the blackqft circum- 
ftarice of thy whole life and converfation.** The 
phyfician, confounded at this addrefs, afTured 
him that he was utterly ignorant of his meaning, 
and when the other gentleman explained it, ab- 
folutely denied the charge, affirming h^e had faid 
no more than that he had vomited a quantity of 
fomething as black as a crow. The landlord of 
the houfe acknowledged that he might have been 
miftaken ; and thus the whole myftery was ex- 
plained. 

The company feeming to relifh the ftory of 
the three black crows, which they confidered as. 
an inipromptu of Cadwallader's own invention y 
but, granting it to be true, they unanimoufly 
declared that it could have no weight In invali- 
dating the teftimony of divers perfons of honour,, 
w^ho had been witnefTes of the magician's fuper- 
natural fkill. On the next day of confultation, 
the necromancer being in the chair, and his friena 
behind the curtain, the outward door was fcarce 
opened, when a female vifitant flounced in, and 
difcovered to the magician the features of one of 
thofe inquifitive ladies, whofe curiofity, he knew, 
his confederate had aroufed, in the manner above 
defcribed. She addrefled herfelf to him with a 
familiar air, obferving, that (he had hear4 much' 
of his great knowledge, and was come to be a» 
•wltiiefs of his art, which fhe defired him to dif* 
play, in declaring what he knew to be her ruling 
paflion. 

M 6 CadU 
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Cadwallader, who was no ftranger to her dlf- 
pofition, aflumed the pen without hefitation, 
and furnifhed her with an anfwer, importing, that 
the love of money predominated, and fcandal 
poflbffed the next place in \vtt lieart. Far from 
being offended at his freedom, flie commended 
his franknefs with a fmile; and, fatisfied of his 
Uncommon talents, exprefled a defire of being 
better acquainted with his perfon : nay, fhe ba?v 
gan to catechife him, upon the private hiftory 
of divers great families, in which he happened 
to be well verfed ; and he, in a myfterious man- 
ner, dropt fuch artful hints of his knowledge, 
that (he was amazed at his capacity, and a£lu^ly 
ajked if his art was communicable.' The con- 
jurer replied in the affirmative ; but, at the fame 
time, gave her to underfiand, that it was attain- 
able by thofe only who were pure and undefiled 
in point of chaflity and honour ; or fuch as, by 
a long courfe^'of penitence, had weaned them- 
felves from all attachments to the flefli. She not 
only difapproved, but feemed to doubt the truth 
of this anertion ; telling him, with a look of 
difdain, that his art was not worth having, if 
one could not ufe it for the benefit of one's 
pleafure; (he had even penetration enough to 
take notice of an inconfiftency in what he had 
advanced; and a(ked, why he himfelf exercifed 
his knowledge for hire, if he was fo much de- 
tached from all worldly concefiis. ** Come, 
come, doftor, added Ihe,^ you are in the right 
to be cautious againft impertinent curiofity; but, 
perhaps, I may make it worth your while to be 
communicative.** 

Thefe overtures were interrupted by a rap at 
tW door, fignifying the approach of another 
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client ; upon which the lady inquired for his pri-- 
vate paffage, through which (he mighr retrrCy* 
without the rifque of being feen'; when^ flie un-r 
derftood he was deficient in that convenience, (he 
withdrew into an empty room, adjoining to*the 
audience chamber, in order to conceaF herfelf 
from the obfervatlon of the new-comer. • This* 
was no other than the inamorata^ who came by 
appointment to receive the folution of herdoubts;^ 
and the Mifanflirope, glad of an opportunity to- 
expofe her to the cenfure of fuch an indefatigable 
minifter of fame as the perfon^ who (he knew) ^ 
would liflen from the next apartment ; laid her 
under the neccffity of refrefliing hi» remembrance 
with a recapitulation of her former confeffion^ 
which was almoft finiflicd, when fhe was alarmed 
by a noife at the door, occafioned by two gentle- 
men, who attempted to enter by force. 

Terrified at this uproar, which difconcerted' 
the magician himfelf, flie ran for Ihelter into the 
place which was prc-occupied by the other lady, 
who, hearing this diftuibance, had clofed the 
window {butters, that (he might have the better 
chance of remaining unknown. Here they en- 
fconccd themfelves, in the utmoft confternation, 
while the necromancer, after fome recolleftion, 
ordered Hadgi to open the door, and admit the 
rioters, who (he hoped) would be over-awed by 
the authority of his appearance. The janitor 
had no fooner obeyed his inilrudions, than id 
Tu(hed a young libertine, who had been for fome 
time upon the town, together with his tutor, 
^who was a worn-out debauchee, well known to 
the magician. They were both in that degree of 
intoxication neceffaiy to prepare fuch diipofitions 
£pr what they commoaly csdl frolics, and the 
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Vf2& to revolve within himfelf^hc^ motives that^ 
coaki poflHbly induce liis wife to^ve him the 
rendezvous in this mamier. As- he had goo4 
reafon to believe (he was utterly void of jealoufy, 
he naturally placed this remxmtre ta the account' 
of another paflion ; and his chagriw was not at' 
all impaired by thte effrontery with which fte now 
prefumed • to reprimand him . He Hfiened' to her, 
therefore, with a grave or rather grim afpeS ; 
and to the queftion with which ihe concluded her^ 
rebuke, anfwered with great compofure, " AH 
that I have to allege, madara, is, that the bawd 
has conmritted a- miftake, in confequence of 
which we are both difappointed : and'fo, ladiesj 
your humble fervant." So faying^ he retired 
with manifeft confafion in his looks-; and as he 
paffed through the audience- chamber, eying the 
conjurer afkance^ pronounced the epithet of 
precious rafcalj with great emphafis. Mean while^ 
the junior, like a dutiful child, handed his mam- 
tna to her chair; and the other client, after 
having reviled the necromancer, becaufe he could 
not forefee this event, went away in a ftate of 
mortification'. 

The coaft being clear, Peregrine^ came forth 
from his den, and congratulated his fftend upon 
the peaceable iffue of the aflventore which he had' 
overheard: but, that he might not be expofed 
to fuch inconvenience for the &ture, they re- 
folved, tliat a grate fhould be fixed in the middle 
of the outward door, through which the conjurer 
himfelf might rccoraioitre all the vifitants, before 
their admiffion ; fo thatj to thofe who fe appear- 
ance he might not like, Hadgi fhouid,. without 
opening, give notice, that his mafter \^'as en-* 
gaged. By this expedient too, they provided 

ag^nft 
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againft thofe difficulties wbich CadwaHadlhr muft 
have encountered^ in giving fatisfaSion to ftran* 
gers, whom he did not know v for the original 
intention of the founders was to confine the prac- 
tice of their art to people of faOiion only, moft 
of whom were pepfonally known to the counter^ 
feit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, thefe affociates, Cadwallader in par- 
ticular, notwithftanding his boafted infight inta 
the charaifters of hfe, never imagined that his- 
pretended Ikill would be confulted by any but the 
weaker minded of the female fex, incited by that 
fpirit of curiofity which he knew was implanted 
in fheir nature : but, in the conrfe of his praftice, 
he found himfelf cultivated in his^ preternatural' 
capacity by people of all fexes, complexions,, 
and degrees of reputation^ and had occafion to 
obferve, that when the paffions are concerned, 
howfoever cool, cautious and deliberate, the dif- 
pofitlon may othenvife be, there is nothing fa; 
idle, frivolous, or abfurd, to which they will not 
apply for encouragement and gratification. The 
lall occurrence, accordirig to the hopes and ex- 
peflation of the confederates, was whifpered 
about by the ladies concerned, in fuch a mann^^. 
that the whole affair was, in a few. d4)'s, the uni-> 
verfal topic of difcourfe, u^ which it was retailed 
with numberlefs erabellifhments, invented by the 
parties themfelves, who had long indulged a 
pique at each ©ther, and took this opportunity 
of enjoying their revenge. 

Thefe incidents, while they regalbd'the fpleen, 
at the fame time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was defcribed on both fides as a 
very extraordinary perfon in his way ; and the 
alteration in his door wa^xio foorvfix .^tfottvvedL, . 
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than he had occafion to avail hinifelf of it, ag^nft 
the intrufion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it very difiicult to fupport the 
fame he had acquired. 

Among thofe who speared at his grate, he 
.perceived a certain clergyman, whom he;^ had 
long known an humble attendant on the gr^ati 
and with fome the reputed minifter of their plea- 
fiires : this Levite had dlfguifed himfelf in a grea^ 
coat, hoots, and drefs quite foreign to the habit 
worn by thofe of his fun6iion ; and beiijg admit- 
ted, attempted to impofe himfelf as a country 
fquire upon the conjurer, who calling him by his 
name, defired him to fit down. This reception 
correfponding with the report he had beard, 
touching our magician's art, the doflor faid he 
would lay afide all djffimulation. * After having 
~ profefled an implicit belief, that bis fupernatural 
knowledge did not proceed from any communica- 
tion with evil fpirits, but was the immediate gift 
.of heaven, he declaredthe intention of his coming 
was to inquire into the health of a gopd friend 
and brother of his, who poffeffed a certain living 
in the country, which Jie named ; and, as he 
was old and infirm* to know what fpace of time 
was allotted to him in this frail flate oF mortality, 
that he niight have the melancholy fatisfa6lion 
of attending him in his laft moment^, and alGft- 
ing hin^ in his preparations for eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur- 
port of this queftion, after a folemn p^ufe, dur- 
ing which he feemed abforpt in conternplation, 
delivered this refponfe to his confulter : ** Though 
I for^fee fome occurrences, I do not pretend to be 
omnifcient. I know not to what age that cler- 
gyman's Hfe wiU extendi but fo far 1 can pene- 
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trate into the WombI of time, as to difccrn, that 
theii>cutTiltrjt V ill furvive his intended fucceffor.** 
This dread tul.fent(.*nce in a mometit baiiiflied tb|5 
blocd froni the face of the appaUed confukcjf, 
who hearing; his own doom pronoimeed> be- 
gan to tremble in every joint ; he Ufted up. his 
cy^s in the agony of fear, and faying, " Thje 
will of God l)e done," withdrew in filent der 

S>i)i;idencc, hi^ teeth chattering with terror and 
ifmay. ., ,» 

- This'cHent w^s fuoecjedcd by an old man aboult 
•the age of fevcnty fiive, who,. being r,cfolvcd 
to purchafe a Icaic, defired to > be determined 
in the term of years by the necromancer's adr 
vice, obferving, that as he had no .children of 
•Jiis own body, and ha(};io.ri?gard jbr his, heirs at 
law, the, purchafe would:bc made yfith a view tp 
his qwn convenience, onjy; and therefore, conf 
fidcring his age, he himfclf hefitated in the pe- 
riod of the Icafe, between thirty and thi'eefcorc 
years. - 

The copjurer, upon due deliber^ion, advifed ' 
Jiim to double the laft fpccificd, term, bccaufe 
he diftingulihcd; in his features fomethiiig porr 
.tending extreme old age ai^d fecond childhood, 
and he ought to provide for that ftatc of in- 
capacity, which otherwife would be attended 
with infinite mifcry <nid afflidlion. The fuper- 
annuated wretch, tluniderflrurk witli this predic- 
tion, held up iiis hands, a;id in the fird tranfports 
of hisapprehenfic^n, exclaimed, ** Lord have merr 
cy upon me ! I ]i<ive npt wherewithal tp purchafe 
fuch a long leak*, and I have long out-lived all 
my friends ; what then mull become of me^ (in- 
ner that I am, one hundred and twenty year* 
kencc !" Cadwallader (who enjo^^ed his terroc\ 
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*nder pretence of artleviating^ his concera, toltt 
liim that what he had prognofticatied did not de- 
prive him of the means which he^'and every per- 
Jbn had ia dieir power, tb curtail a life of mif-- 
fortune ; and riie old gentleman went away, 
fcemingly comforted with the afforance, that it 
would always be ia his^ power to employ an bai- 
ter for 1ms own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magii^ 
cian wasvifited hy one of thole worthies kno^ni 
among the Romans by the appeWatlon of Here-- 
dipetesy who had* amaffed a large fortune by af 
ctofe attention t6th<^ inimcdiate wants and weA*' 
tiefs of raw unexperienced heii^». This ho- 
^lourablc ufur^r had fold an annuity upon the lift 
ef a young fpend thrift, being fhcreto induced bV 
the affirmation ©f his phyfician, who had^ffiirea' 
iim his patient's conftitution was fo rotten, A^- 
he could not live one y^ar to an end : he had, n^ 
verthelefs, made ftflft to "vveather eigliteen months, 
and now feemed more vigorous and heaithy than- 
lae had ever been known; for hewa* fuppofedto 
}iave noufiftied ah hereditary pox from his 
cradle. Alarmed at this alteration, the feller came 
to confult Gadwallcider, not only about the life* 
©f the annuitant, but alfo concerning the ftate 
of his health at the time of his purchafing.: 
the annuity, puppofing to fue the phyfician for 
falfe intelligence, fliould the conjurer declare 
that the young man^^ was found, when the doc- 
tor pronounced him difeafed. But this was a 
toiece of fdtisfa^lion he did not* obtain fiom the 
Mifanthrope, who, in order to punHh his for(ffi^ 
difpofition, gave him to underffand, that the 
phyfician had told- him the truth, an J nothing 
wut. the tf uA \ and that <he yourv^ gentleman was 
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ia a Cair way ^f ad^^ing: ^ xjomfortable old age» 
** That Ulto fay ^(cried tjb^ cjtient, iil thfc impa- 
viience of his tnortificj^ian at this aofwer),' bating 
accidents ; for, thank God, the smnuitant doe» 
«K)t lead tlie mofl: regular life : befides, I am ere- 
rdibly informed he is choleric and rafh ; fo that he 
may beconctrned in a duel : then there are fuch 
rthings as riots in the flrcet, in which a rake'ft 
'flcull may be cafuaHy cracked ; he may be over- 
turned in a coach, overfet'in the rivser^ throwni 
from a vicious horfe, overtaken with a cold, en- 
dangered by a furfeit ; but what I place my chief 
-confidence in,' is an hearty pox, a diftemper 
which hatii been fatal to his whole family^ . Not 
tut that the iffue of all thefe things is uncertain ; 
.and expedients might be found, which would 
more effeflually anfwet the, purpofe* I know 
they have arts in India, by which a man caa 
fecure his own intereft, in the falutation of a 
friendly fhafce by the hand ; and I don't doubt 
ithat you who have lived in that country, are 
■mafler of the fecret. To be fure, if you was in- 
clined to conimunicate fuch a noftrura, there are 
abundance of people who would purchafe it, at 
a very high price." 

CadwaHadcr under&ood this infinuation, and 
was tempted to amufe him in fuch a manner as 
would tend to his difgrace and confufion ; but, 
confidering that the cafe was of loo criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, he withftood his 
fdefire of punifliing this rapacious cormorant any 
4Gther way than by telling him, he would not im- 
.part the fecret far his whole fortune ten times 
doubled ; fo that the ufurer retired, very much 
«difratisfied with the iifue of his confultation. 
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The ne5tt p^rfoii -who prefeMedcHimfelf at this 
altar of intelligence, ' Was an author, who recom- 
mended himfelf to a gratis advice,' by obferving 
that a prophet and poet were known by the fame 
appellation among the ancients ; and that, at this 
day, both the one and the other fpoke by infpi- 
ration. The conjurer refufed to own this affi- 
nity, which, he faid, formerly fubfifted, becaufe 
both fpecies of the FaUf wfere the children ol 
fidlion ; but as he himfelf did not fall under that 
predicament, he begged leave to difown all con- 
nexion with the family of the poets ; and the 
poor author would, have been difmifTed without 
his errand, though he offered to leave an ode as 
fecurity for the magician's fee, to be paid from 
tlie profits of his firil third night, had not Cadwal- 
lader's curiofity prompted him to know the fub- 
jeft of this gentleman's enquiry. He therefore 
told him, that in confideration of his genius, he 
would for once fatisfy him, without a fee ; and 
defired him to fpecify the doubts in which he 
wifhed to be refolved. 

The fon of Parnaffus, glad of this condefcen- 
fion, for which he thanked the necromancer, 
gave him to underftand, that he had fome time 
before prefented a play in manufcript to a certain 
great man, at the head of tafte, who had not 
only read and approved the performanccy but 
alio undertaken to introduce and fupport it on 
the ftage ; that he (the author) was alTured by 
this patron, that the play was already^ (in con- 
fequelice of his recommendation) accepted by one 
of the managers, who had faithfully promifed to 
bring it to light ; but that when he waited on 
this fame manager, to know when he intended 
to put his produ&iorv ¥i\ itVie.^(a.l^ the man de- 
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elated he had never feen or heard of the jMece:^ 
** Now, Mr. Conjurer (faid he), I want t0 
know whether or not my play has been prefented,* 
and if I have any fort of chance of feeing it a£ted 
this winter." ' ^ 

Cadwallader, who had, in his youn^r days, 
fported among the tljcatrical mufes, began to lofe 
his temper at this queftion, which recalled the 
remcmbraace of his own difappointments ; and 
difpatched the author ^itli an abrupt anfwer, 
importing, that the affairs of the ftage were alto- 
gether without the fphere of his divination, being 
intirely regulated by the daemons of diffimulation, 
ignorance, and caprice. 

. It would be an endlefs ta(k to recount every in- 
dividual refponfe, which our magician delivered, 
in the courfe of his conjuration. He was con- 
Ailted in all cafes of law, phyfic, and trade, over 
and above the ordinary fubjeds of marriage and 
fornication ; his advice and afliftance were foli- 
cited by fharpers, who defired to poffefs an infalr 
llble metiiod of cheating, unperceived ; by fbr- 
tune-hnntcrs, who wanted to make prize of wi- 
dows and heirefles ; by debauchees, who were 
difpofed to lie with other men's wives ; by cox- 
combs, who longed for the deathof their fathers; 
bv wenches with child,., who wiflied themfelves 
rid of their burthens ; by mercliants, who had 
iiifured above value, and thirfted after the news 
of a wreck ; by under-writers, who prayed for the 
gift *o£ prefcience, that they might venture mo- 
ney upon fuch (hips orriy as fliould perform the 
voyage in fafety ; by Jews, who wanted to fore- 
fee the^fludluations of flock ; by ufurers, who ad- 
vance money upon undecided caufes ; by clients, 
who were dubious of the houtOy v^i \W\i ccsv^- 
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cil : in fliDtt, dl rnattters of uncertain 'STucwctc 
appealed to this tribunal ; and, in point of cal«> 
Isolation) Di Moivrt was utterly neglei^ed. 

€ H A P. LXXXIV, 

Tkc conjurer andUsaJfociate execuU apl^ of vett' 
^eance agamjj certain infdels who pretend to defpifi 

their art '^ axd PtrcgrmQ atcbi^ves an adventm 
with a young nobleman. 

BY thefe means, the whole variety of cba- 
raders undilguifed, paffed asxit were iA 
review before the confederates, who, by divert 
ingenious contrivances, puniSied the moft fla* 
grant offenders with as much feverity zs the na- 
ture of their plan would allow* At length, they 
projefted a fcheme for chaftifing a number of theif 
own acquaintance, who had all along profeffei 
the utmoft contempt for the talent of this con* 
jurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all 
companies, where his furprifing art was the fub* 
jefl-of difcourfe ; not that they had fenfe and dif- 
cernment enoujgh to perceive the abfurdity of his 
pretenfions, but affefted a fingularity of opinion^ 
with a view of infulting the inferior underfland- 
itigs of thofe who were deceived by fuch an idle 
impofton 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reafons, had al- 
ways efpoufed their judgment in this cafe, and 
joined them in reviling the public chara<3er of 
his friend : but he kne'Wrhow far the capacities of 
thofe virtuofi extendecf, arid had frequently caught 
them in the faft o£ tec«iuiftl\xv^ ^^vt ^Y.^VAts 



PEREGRINE PLOKLE. t6s 

^againft the conjurer, which were the prodii£liodb 
^of their own invention only. On- thefe co^fider- 
nations, his wrath was kindled againft them, and 

he accordingly concerted meafures with his coad- 
•jutor, for .overwhelming them with iconfafion 
. and difmay . 

In the firft place, a report was fpread by bis 
^<miflaries, that the magician hatd under t^^n to 
^entertain their vic^ with the a{^earance of atiy 
--perfon whom hi& cuftomers ihould defire^to lee, 

whether dead, or at the dilbmce of a thoufiutd 
• leagues. ' This* extraordinary propofal chancing 
.to be the fabjeft of eonvepfation, in affile 

- vrhere moft of thofe infidels rwere aflembled, 'th^y 
talked of it in the ufual ftyle, and fome 0f them 

. fworc, tb© fellow ought' to be pillotjc^d *Df his 

- prefumption, > : . r k 

Our hero fqizing this favburabie oppdrtiinity, 
-acquiefced in their remarks^ and 6bfer?v4d with 
.^reat vehemence, that it wonlcf be a meritorious 
^6iion to put the rafcal to the proof, and then 
tofs him in a blanket for non-performance. Th^y 
were wonderfcilly pleafed with /^tliis fuggeftibh, 
<and forthwithdeterminedto try the^xperitneAt : 
though, as they underftood the apparition Wo^d 
' be produce'd tb one' only at a time, ^theycoufd not 
immediately agree in the choice of the perfon who 
fliould ftand the firft brunt of the magician's (kllL 
.While 'each of them feverally excuffcd ^himfelf 
from this- preference on various pretences, Pere- 
grine readSy undertook thepoft, expreffing great 
confidence of the conjurer^s incapacity to give 
him the leaff caufe of appfehenficfn. 

/Thisjpoint bein^ fettled, tjity detached ^eof 
. thfeir number to Crattree, inopder to befpeak and 
adjuft the "hour and terms ofttfee operation^ ^bkJcv 
Vol. III. N - V^ 
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;he mfified upon performing at his own apait- 

ment^ where every thing was prepared for the 

occafion. At the appointed time, they went 

thither in a body, to the number of feven ; in full 

J expedation of oete^ting the impoftor ; and were 

received with fuch gloomy formality, as feemed 

to have an tfSsSt upon the countenances of fome 

( amon^ them ; though they were encouraged by 

\ the vivacity of Pickle, who afie£bd a double ihare 

of petulance, for the more tfkStusi accomplifh- 

ment of his purpofe. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interroga- 
tions they uttered, in the levity of their infolence, 
at the firil entrance, but ordered Hadgi to con- 
Awd them through the next room, that they 
might fee there was no previous apparatus to af- 
fright their deputy with objedls foreign to his un- 
dertaking. They found nothing but a couple of 
wax-tapers burning on a table that flood with a 
chair by it, in the middle of the apartment, and 
returned to the audience-chamber, leaving Pere- 
grine by himfelf, to encounter the phantom of 
that perlba, whom they fliould (without his 
knowledge) defire the magician to conjure up to 
Us view. 

All the doors being fhut, and the company 
feated, a profound filence enfued, together wim 
a face of dreadful expedbition, encouraged by the 
Uue flame of the candles, which were tipt with 
fulphur for that purpofe, and heightened by the 
difmal found of a large bell, which Hadgi tolled 
in the anti-chamber. Cadwallader having thus 
pradifed upon their ignorance and fear, defiled 
them to name the perfon to be produced. After 
fome whifpers amon^ themfelves, one of them 
took the pes> and wnting the name of conraio- 
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dore Trunnion upon a flip of paper, put it into 
the hands of the magician, who rofe from his 
feat, andopeningthedoor of hisclofet, difplayed 
to their view a ikull, with thigh bones croffed 
upon a table covered with black cloth. 

This melancholy ljpe£lacle made a remarkable 
imprellion upon the imaginations of the com- 
pany, already prepoffefTed by the previous cere- 
mony; and they began to furvey one another 
with looks of confternation, while Cadwalladcr 
fliutting himfelf in the clofet, that- was conti- 
guous to the chamber in which his friend Pere- 
grine was ftationed, thruft the Ubel with his 
uncle's name, thro* a fmall chink in the partition, 
according to agreement, muttering all the time 
a fort of gibberifh, that increafed the panic of 
his audience ; then returning to his chair, the 
Icnell was tolled again, and Fickle called aloud, 
** Damn your mummery^ why don't you dif- 
patch?'* 

This was a (ignal to Crabtree, who thus cer- 
tified of his havmg received the paper, ftood up 
and waved his wand in the figure of an S. The 
motion, being thrice performed, their ears were 
all of a fudden invaded by a terrible noife in the 
next room, accompanied with the voice of Pere- 
grine, who exclaimed, in a tone of horror and 
amazement, ** Guard me, heaven ! my uncle 
Trunnion !" This ejaculation had fuch an efFedt 
upon the hearers, that two of them fwooned with 
fear, a third fell upon his knees and prayed aloud, 
while the other three, in a tranfport of difmay 
and diltra^on, burft open the door, and mfhed 
into the haunted chamber, where they found the 
tabk and chair overturned, and Per^rine ex- 

N i ' tended 
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tended (in all appearance) without fenfe or mo- 
tion, upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the firft fymptom o( his recovery, which they 
perceived, was an hollow groan ; after which, he 

?ronounced thefe words : " Merciful powers! if 
live, I faw the commodore with his black patch, 
in the very cloaths he wore at my fifler's wed- 
ding." This declaration completed their aftonifh*- 
iiient and terror ; they obferved a wildnefs in his 
looks, which he Teemed to bend on fomething 
concealed from their view : and were infecSed bv 
his appearance to fuch a pitch of fuperflition, that 
it would have been ati eafy matter to perfuade 
them, that the chair and table were apparitions of 
their forefathers. However, they condu£led Pe:-' 
xegrine into the council chamber, where the con- 
juror and Hadgi were employed in miniftrihg to 
thofe who had fainted. The patients havitig re- 
trieved the ufe of their faculties, Cadwallader af- 
fuming a double portion of feverity in his afped., 
afked, if they were not afhamed of their former 
incredulity ; declaring, that he was re^dy to give 
them more cdnvincihg proofs df his art iipon the 
fpot, and would immediately recal three genera- 
tions of their progenitors from the dead, if they 
were difpofed to relifh fuch company. Then fum- 
ing to one of them, whofe jgre'at-.grahdfafh'ef had 
been hanged, ." Are you (faid he) ambitibus of 
feeing the firft remarkable perl onage of your fa- 
'milyi Say the word and'he fhairagp'ear." 

This youth^ whptiad been the' moft jnfoieiit 
and obflreperous of the whole fd^'iet^^ dud SvSis 
row deprelled with the fame jpfopbrtion of fear, 
alanned at the propofal, affured the iliagidan, he 

bad 
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had no curiofity of, t^at fort ^eiraiiiiug ; , and thj^t 
Wlia.t he had already feei^, would (li^ hpped^ ,have 
a good effedl upon his future life and ooiivcrfa- 
tion. Eveiy one of thefe herpes raade aa acjcnovv-^ 
ledgment and profeffion of the fame kind, fome 
of which were attended vsfit|i, te^fs; and Hadgf 
having provided chaira fcjr .^Jie whole, cqiripany, 
fhey departed exceeij^ijBgiy creft-fialle^u X^P o,f 
the number ajStually fickened witjijthe agitfitio^ 
they had undergone, whila, our hero and his afr 
Jbciate made them feiv^* merry. w.ith 'the iuccefs of 
their enterprizs. v 

But this fcheme of for tun ^--telling cjid not cnr> 
grofs his whole attej^tion j^ he ftill continued to 
maintain his appearance* in the beau-monde; an^ 
as his expence far exceeded his income, ftrove to 
contraft intiipacies with, people of intereft and 
power ; he fhewed himfelf regularly at court, 
paid his i:efpe£ls to them in all places of public dir 
vei^fion, and frequently entered into their parties, 
cither of pleafure pr cards. In the courfe of thii 
cultivation, he happened ona evehing, at a cer- 
tain chocolate-houfe, to overlook a match at 
piquet, in which he perceived a couple of fharpers 
making prey of a young nobleman, who had nei- 
ther temper nor (kill fulEcient to cope with fucli 
antagonifts. 

' Our hero being a profeffed enemy to ail knights 
of induftry, could not bear to fee them cheat in 
public with fuch infolent audacity. Under pre- 
tence of commuhica^ng fome bufmefs of import- 
ance, he begged the favour of fpeaking to the 
young gentleman in another corner of the room, 
and in a friendly manner cautioned him againft 
thcatts. of his opponents. This Jiot-headed re- 
jirefehtative, far i^ojii thinki^igox owning himfelf 
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obliged to Pfckle for his good cbunfel, looked 
upon his advice as an infult upon his underftand- 
ing; and replied, with an air of ferocious difplea- 
fure, that he knew how to take care of his own 
concerns, and would not fuffer either him or thera 
to bubble him out of one fhilting. 

Peregrine, offended at the aflociation, as well 
as at the ingratitude and foUy of this conceited 
coxcomb, expreffed his refentment, by telling 
him^ that he expeSed at ledft an acknowledg- 
ment for his candid intention ; but he found his 
intelleSs too much warped by his vanity, to per- 
ceive his ^wn want of capacity and experience. 
Inflamed by this reproof, the young nobleman 
challenged him to play for five hundred pounds, 
with many opprobrious, or at leaft contemptuous 
terms of defiance, which 'provoked our hero to 
accept the propofal. After the x>t}ier had dif- 
engaged himfelf from the old rooks, who were 
extremely mortified at the interruption, the two 
young champions fat d6wn, and fortune ading 
with uncommon impartiality. Pickle, by the fu- 
periority of his talents, in two hours won to the 
amount of as many thoufand pounds, for which 
he was obliged to take his antagonifl's note, 
the fharpers having previoufly fecured his ready 
money. 

Frantic with his lofs, the rafh young man would 
Tiave continued the game, and doubled flakes 
every time ; fo that Peregrine might have in- 
creafed his acquifition to ten times the fum he 
had gained ; but he thought he had already fuf- 
ficiently chaftifcd the prefumption of the challen- 
ger, and was unwilling to empower fortune to 
ravilh from him the fruits of his fuccefs; he 
thereforG declined xwy \oid*% ifio^ofal, unlefs he 
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would play for ready money ; and his lordfliip 
having m vain tried his credit among the cora- 
panyt our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in 
an extafy of rage and difappointment. 

As the infolence of his behaviour had increafed 
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expreffions, which Peregrine took amifs, our 
young gentleman refolved to augment his punifli- 
ment, by teizing him' with demands which could 
not, he knew, be immediately fatisfied ; and next 
day fent Pipes to his father's houfe with the note, 
' which was drawn payable upon demand, llie 
debtor, who had gone to bed half diftradedVith 
his misfortune, finding himfelf waked with fuch a 
difagreeablc dunn, loft all patience, curfed Pickle, 
threatened his meffenger, blafphemed with horri- 
ble execrations, and made fuch a noife as reached 
the ears of his father, who ordering his fon to 
be called into his prefence, examined him about 
the caufe of that uproar, which had difturbed the 
whole family. The young gentleman, after hav- 
ing effayed to amufe him with fundry equivoca- 
tions, which ferved only to increafe his fufpicion, 
and defire of knowing the truth, acknowledged, 
that he had loft fome money over night at cards, 
to a gamefter who had been fo impertinent as to 
fend a meflage, demanding it ttjat morning, 
though he had told the fellow, that it would 
not liiit him to pay it immediately. The father, 
who was a man of honour, reproached him with 
great feverity for his profligate behaviour in ge- 
neral, and this fcandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to be fome trifle ; then giving 
him a bank note for five hundred pounds, com- 
manded him to go and difcharge it without loft 
of tiipe. This well-principled heir took the 



n^op^y^ but inftead of waiting upon, his creditor^- 
he fofth^ith repaired to the garaing-houfe in 
hopes pf retrieving his lofs ; and before he rofe 
from the table, faw his note mortgaged for feven 
eighths of its^ value.. 

Mean while, Pickle, incenfed at the treatment 
which his fervant had received, and informed of, 
his lordfliip's fecond lofs, which aggravated his- 
refentment, determined to preferve no medium 'y. 
and taking out a writ the fame day, put it im- 
mediately in execution upon, the body of hi* 
debtor, jr.ll as he ilept into his chair at the 
door of White's Chocolate-houfe. The pri- 
foner being naturally fierce and haughty, at- 
tempted to draw upon the bailiffs, who difarmed. 
him in a twinkling ; and this effort ferved only 
to heighten his difgrace, which was witnefled by a 
riioufand.people, moftof whom laughed very hear-^ 
tily, at the adventure of a lord's bemg arretted. 

Such a public tranfa£lion could not long efcape 
the knowledge of his father, who (that very day) 
had the fatisfaftion to hear that his fon was in a 
fpunging-houle. Inconfequence of this informa- 
tion, he fent his fleward to learn the particulars 
of tlie arreft, and was equally offended, furprifed, 
and concerned, when he underftood the nature 
of the df;bt, which- he imagined his fon had al- 
ready difcharged. Unwilling to pay fuch a con- 
fiderable fum for a fpendthrift, whom he had but 
too much indulged, and who in lefs than one 
week might involve himfelf in fuch another dif- 
ficulty, the old gentleman wrote a letter to Pere- 
grine, reprefenting what a hardfhip it would be . 
upon him to forfeit fuch fums by the indifcretion 
of a fon, whofe engagements he was not bound 
to fulfil J and defiring fome mitigation in his de- 
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mand, as it was not a debt contraded for value 
received, but incurred without fubjedling him to 
the leaft damage or inconvenience. 

: Our adventurep no fooner received this letter, 
than he went in perfon to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid manner, related the par- 
ticular circumftances of the match, together with 
the ingratitude and audacity of his fon, which he 
owned had ftimulated him to fuch mesdures as he, 
otherwife, would have fcomed to take. The no- 
bleman acknowledged, that the revenge was hardly 
_ adequate to the provocation, and condemned the 
condud of his fon with fuch juftice and integrity, 
as difarmed Peregrine of his refentment, and dif- 
pofed him to give an undoubted proof of his own 
difintereftednefs, which he immediately exhibited, 
by producing the note, and tearing it to pieces, 
after having affured his lordftiip, that the writ 
fhould be withdrawn, and the prifoner difcharged 
before night. 

The earl, who perfeSIy well underftood the 
value of money, and was no ftranger to the cha- 
ra£lers of mankind, flood amazed at this facrifice, 
which Pickle protefted was offered byhisefleem 
for his lordfhip : and after having complimented 
him upon his generofity, in a very uncommon 
flrain of encomium, begg'd the favour of his ac- 
quaintance, and infifled upon his dining with him 
next day. The youth, proud of having met with 
fuch an opportunity to diflinguifh himielf, in lefs 
than an hour performed every article of his pro- 
mife ; and in the morning was vifited by the deb- 
tor, who, came by the exprefs order of his father, 
to thank him for the obligation under which he 
was laid, and to afk pardon for the pffcnce be had 
given. 

N 5 -Tiiis 
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This condefcenfion was very glorious for ow 
hero, who gracioufly received his fubmiffion, and. 
accompanied him to dinner, where he was careff- 
ed by the old earl with marks of particular af- 
fedlion and efteem. Nor was his gratitude con- 
fined to exterior civility ; he offered him the ufe 
of his intereft at court, which was very powerful, 
and repeated his defire of ferving him fo preffingly,: 
that Peregrine thought he could not difpenfe with 
the opportunity of aflifting his abfent friend God- 
frey, in whofe behalf he begg'd the influence of 
his lordfliip. 

The earl, pleafed with this requeft^ which was- 
another proof of the young geritleman's benevo- 
lence, faid, he would not fail to pay the utmoft' 
regard to his recommendation ; and in fix weeks ^ 
a captain's commiffion was a£lually figned for the 
brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably fur- 
prized at the intimation he received from the war. 
office, tWough he was utterly ignorant of the canab 
through whicjh he obtained that promotion. 

CHAP. LXXXV, 

■« 

Peregrine is celebrated as a wit and patron^ and pro- 
ceeds to entertain kimfelf at the expence i)f whom- 
it did concern. 

T N the mean time, Peregrine flourifhed in the 
-* gay fcenes of life, and (as I have already ob- 
ferved) had divers opportunities oT profiting im 
tlie way of marriage, had not his ambition been 
a little too inordinate, and his heart ftill bjaffeA 
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by a paflion, which all the levity of youth could 
not balance, nor ^U the pride of vanity overcome.- 
Nor was our hero unmarked in the world of let- 
ters and taftp : he had fignalized himfelf in feveral • 
poetical produflions^ by which he had acquired a-' 
good fhare of reputation : not that the pieces were 
fuch as ought to have done much honour to his^ 
genius; but any tolerable performance from. a- 
perfon of his figure, and fuppofed fortune, wilL 
always be confideredby the bulk of readers, as an' 
inftance of aftonifhing capacity ; though the very 
fame produftion, uftiered into the world with the 
name of an author in lefs affluent circumftances^ 
would be juftly difregarded and defpifed ; fo much 
is the opinion of moll people influenced and over-- 
awed by ridiculous confiderationS. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no- 
fooner diftinguifhed as- an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron, by all the flarving re- 
tainers to poetry ; he was folemnized in odes, ce- 
lebrated in epigrams, and fed with the milkof foft 
dedication. His vanity even reliflied this incenfe ;. 
and though his reafon could not help defpifing 
thofe that offered it, not pne of them was fent 
away, unowned by his munificence. He began 
to think himfelf, rn good earneft, that fuperior 
genius which their flattery haddefcribed; he cul- 
tivated acquaintance with the wits of fafhion, 
and even compofed in fecret a number of hons 
motSy which he uttered in company as the im- 
promptus of his imagination • In this pra&ice 
indeed be imitated fome of the moft renowned 

feniiifes of the age, who (if the truth were 
nown) have laboured in fecret, with the fweat 
of their brows,, for many a repartee which they 
have vended as the immediate produ£tioa of fancy 
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and exprefTion. He was fo fuccefsful in this excr- 
cifc of his talents, that his fame adlually came in 
competition with that great man, who had long 
fat at the helm of wit : and in a dialogue that 
once happened between them, on the fubjeft of a 
a cork-fcrew, wherein the altercation was dif- 
charged (according to Bayes) flap for flap, dafli 
for dafli, our hero was judged to have the better 
of his lordfliip, by fome of the minor fatellites, 
that commonly furrounded and rcfledl: the rays of 
fuch mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himfelf fo far in thefc 
literary amufements, that he took the manage- 
ment of the pit into his dire£lion, putting himfelf 
at the head of thofe critics who call themfelves the 
town ; and in that capacity chailifed feveral 
players, who had been rendered infolent and re- 
fradory by unmerited fuccefs. As for the new 
produSions of the ftage, though generally unfpi- 
rited and inflpid, they always enjoyed the benefit 
of his influence and prote<9.ion ; becaufe he never 
difliked the performance fo much as he fympathi- 
zed with the poor author, who flood behind the 
fcenes in the moft dreadful fufpenfe, trembling, 
as it were, on the very brink of damnation : yet, 
though he extended his generofity and compaffion 
to the humble and needy, he never let flip one 
opportunity of mortifying villany and arrogance. 
Had the executive power of the legiflature been 
vefled in him, he would have doubtlefs devifed 
ftrange fpecie$ of punifliment for all offenders 
againft humanity and decorum; but, reftriftedas 
he was, he employed his invention in fubjefling 
them to the jidicule and contempt of their fellow- 
fubjeds. 
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It was with this view he fct on foot the fcBeme 
©f conjuration^ which was ftill- happily carried on,, 
and made ufe of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader ; though he fometimes converted thi* 
advantage to the purpofes of gallantry, being (as 
the reader may have perceived) of a very amorous 
complexion. He not only aSed the reformer, or/ 
rather the cafligator, in the faftiionable world, but ■ 
alfo exercifed his talents- among the inferior clafs* 
of people, who chanced to incur his difji^eafiire. 

One mifchievous plan that entered, our hero's 
imagination, was fuggefted by two advertifements 
publiflied in the fame paper, b)^ perfons who- 
wanted to borrow certain fums of money, for ^ 
which they promifed to give undeniable fecurity*. 
Peregrine, from the ftylfc and manner of both, con^. 
eluded they Were written by attorn ies, a fpecies of 
people for whom he entertained his uncle's aver-* 
fion. In order to amufe himfelf, and fome of his 
friends, with their difappointment, he wrote a 
letter figned A. B. to each advertifer, according^ 
to the addrefs fpecified in the news-paper, im- 
porting that if he would coine with his writings, 
to a certain coflFee-houfe near the Temple, pre- 
cifely at fix o'clock in the evening, he would find '. 
a perfon fitting in the right hand box next to the 
window, who would be glad to treat with him 
about the fubjedl of his advertifement, and, 
fhould his fecurity be liked, would accommo- 
date him with the fum which he wanted to raife^ 
Before the hour of this double appointment^ . 
Pickle, with his friend Cadwallader, and a few 
more gentlemen, to whom he had thought pro- 
per to cornmunicate the plan, went tathe cofFee- 
houfe, and fcated themfelves near the place that* 
was deftined for their meeting. 
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The hope of getting money had fuch an evi- 
dent effed upon their punctuality, that one of 
them arrived a confiderable time before the hour; 
and having" reconnoitred the room, took his Ra- 
tion according to the direflion he had received, 
fixing his eye upon a clock that flood before him, 
and afking of the bar-keeper if it was not too flow. 
He had not remained in this pofture many mi- 
nutes, when he was joine'H by a flrange ngure, 
that waddled into the room, with a bundle of pa- 
pers in his bofom, and the fweat running over his 
nofe. Seeing a man in the box to which he had 
been direfted, he took it for granted he was the 
lender ; and as foon as he could recover his breath, 
which was almoft exhaufied by the difpatch he 
had made, " Sir, (faid he) I prefume you are 
the gentleman I was to meet about that loan.**-^ 
Here he was interrupted by the other, who eager- 
ly replied, " A. B. Sir, I fuppofe.*' *« The fame, 
(cried the laft comer) I was afraid I fliould be too 
late ; for 1 was detained beyond my expedlation, 
by a nobleman in the other end of the town that 
wants to mortgage a fmall trifle of his eilate, 
about a thoufand a year ; and my watch happens 
to be in the hands of the maker, having met with 
an accident a few nights ago, which fet it afleep. 
But howfomever, there's no time loft, and I hope 
this affair will be tranfafted to the fatisfaftion of 
us both. For my own part, I love to do good 
oflices myfelf, and therefore I expeft nothing 
but what is fair and honeft of other people.'* 

His new friend was exceedingly comforted by 
this declaration, which he confidered as a happy 
omen of his fuccefs ; and the hope of fingeriAg 
the cafti operated vifibly in his countenance, 
while he exprefied his fktisfadlion at meeting 

vritH 
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with a peribn of fuch caiidour and humanity. 
•* The pleafure (laid he) of dealing with an eafy 
confcientious man, is, in my opinion, fuperior to 
that of touching all the money upon earth ; for 
what joy can be compared with what a generous 
mind feels, in befriending its fellow-creatures ? 
I was never fo happy in my life, as at one time, in 
lending five hundred pounds to a worthy gentle- 
man in diftrefs, without infifling upon rigid fc* 
curity. Sir, one may eafily diuinguifli an up* 
right man by his countenance : for example now, 
1 think I could take your word for ten thoufand 
pounds." The other with great joy. protefted^ 
that he was right in his conjefture, and returned 
the compliment a thoufand fold: by which 
means, the expedation of both was wound up 
to a very interefting pitch ; and both, at the fame 
jnftant, began to produce their papers, in the 
untying of which, their hands (hook with tranf- 
cports of eagernefs and impatience ; while their 
eyes were fo intent upon their work, that they did 
not perceive the occupation of each other. 

At length, one of them, having got the flart 
.of the other, and unrolled feveral fkins of mufty 
parchment, directed his view to the employment 
of his friend; and feeing him fumbling at his 
bundle, afked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along with him. 
The other, without lifting up his eyes, or de* 
fifting from his endeavours to loofe the knot, 
which by this time he had applied to his teeth» 
anlwered this queftion in the negative, obferving, 
that the papers in his hand were the fecurity 
which he propofed to give for th^ money. 

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer 
into a ftare of infinite ilolidity, accompanied with 
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tf\e word, J/nan ! which he prpnonnccd-ina €bn^ 
of fear and aftonifhment. The other, alarmed" at 
this note, caft his eyes towards the fuppofed lender j 
and was in a raoment infeSed by his afpeft . All 
the exultation of hope that fparkled in their eyes, 
was now fucceeded Ky difappointihent . and dif-' 
may ; and while they gazed ruefully at each other, 
tlieir features were gradually elongated, like the 
tranfient curls of a middle- row periwig, .i 
' This emphatic filence was, however, broke by 
the la ft comer, who^ in a faultering accent, defi^red* 
the other to recolleft the contents of his letter, 
>* Of yotir letter!'* cried the firft, putting into 
his hand the advert ifement he had received from 
Pickle ;- which ho liad no fooncr perufed, than he^ 
«produGed his own for the fatisfaftion of the. other 
party: fo that another gloomy paufe enfiied, at 
the end of which, each uttered a profound figh, 
•or rather groan, and rifmg up, fneak'd off with- 
out farther communication ; he who feemed to be 
jfhe moftafHifted of the two, taking his departure 
with an exclamation of " Humbugged egad !" 

Such were the amufements of our hero, though 
they did not engrofs his whole time, fome part of 
which was dedicated to nocSurnal riots and revels, 
among a fet of young noblemen, who had de- 
nounced war againft temperance, oeconomy, and 
common fenf(5> and were indeed the devoted fons - 
of tumult, wafte, and prodigality. Not that Pere- 
grine reliihed thofe fcenes, which were a fuccef^ 
fion of abfurd extravagance, devoid of all true 
fpirit, tafte, or enjoyment : but his vanity prompt- 
ed him to mingle with thofe who were intitled 
the choice fpirits of the age ; and his difpofition 
was fo pliable, as to adapt itfelf eafily to the mea- 
fures of his company, where he had not influence 
- enough 
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f«nough to aft in the capacity of direftor. Their 
^rendezvous was at a certain taveiin^ which migh;t 
»be properly ftyled the temple pf ej^ceii, where they 
Jeft the choice of their fare to tfxe^difcretiop of 
sthe landlord, that they might fave themfelves the 
fpains of exercifing their own reafpn ; and in or- 
:^r to avoid the trouble of adjuftipg the bill, or- 
-dered the waiter to declare how much every iif- 
Jividual muft pay, without fpecifying the arti^ 
xles of the charge. This proportipn , generally 
.amounted to two guineas per head for each din- 
Tner and fupper, and frequently exceeded that 
■fura; of which the landlord durft not abate, with- 
<out running the rifque of having his nofe flit for 
^his moderation. . . ^ 

But this was a puny expence, compared with 
-that which tihey -often incurre(^^ by the dan^s^e 
done to the furniture and fervants, in the mad- 
mefs of their intoxication, as well as the lofs they 
Juilained at hazard, an amufement to which all 
of them had recourfe, in the progrefs of their de- 
bauches. This elegant diyerfion was introduced, 
^eIlcouraged, and promoted by a crew of rapacious 
(harpers, who had made ' therafelves neceffary 
companions to this hopeful generation, hy the 
talents of pimping anld buflbonefy. Though the^ 
were univerfally known, even by thofe they preyed 
upon, to have no other means of earning their' 
livelihood, than the moft infamous and fraudu- 
lent praftices, they were careiTed and courted 
by thoff inf2^tua^te4 .dupas, "when aninarr of ho- 
nour, who would pot join in their excefles, would 
have been treated with the utmoft indignity and 
contempt. 

Though Peregrine, in his heart, detefted thofe 
abandoned courfes, and was a profefled enemy to 
7 "^c^ 
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tlie -whole fociety of gamefters, whom he confi- 
dered, and always treated, as the foes of human 
kind, he was infenfibly accuAomed to licentious 
xiot, and even led imperceptibly into play by thofe 
cormorants, who are no lefs dangerous in the art 
of cheating, than by their confummate (kill in 
working upk)n the pailions of unwary youth. 
They are, for the moft part, naturally cool, phleg- 
Tnatic, and crafty, and, by a long habit of diflimu- 
lation, have gained an abfolute dominion over 
the hafty paflions of tlie heart ; fo that they en- 
gage with manifeft advantage -over the impa- 
tience and impetuofity of a warm undefigning 
temper, like that of our young gentleman, who» 
when he was heated with wine, mifled by ex- 
amplei invked on one hand, and defied on the 
other, forgot all his maxims of caution and fo- 
briety, and plunging into the reigning folly of 
the plaice, had frequent occafions to moralize 
in the morning upon the lofs of the preceding 
nJght. 

Thefe penitential reflexions were atten4ed with 
many laudable refolutions of profiting I^ the 
experience which he had fo dearly purchafed ; but 
he Was* one of thofe philofophers, who always 
put off, till another day, the commencement of 
their reformation. 
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